
RRCV 44th Championship November 1st 2025
Show Critiques  
Judge Denise Flaim (USA), Revodana Rhodesian Ridgebacks 

There is no greater honour than to be asked to judge one’s own breed anywhere in the world, and for that distinct privilege, I thank the club, its members and all the exhibitors, several of whom travelled quite a distance to join us on the day. 

The strengths in the entry were noteworthy: Most dogs were well off for bone and substance, had correct 50/50 proportions from withers to elbow and elbow to ground, moved efficiently and soundly, and — a high priority for me — travelled on strong, well-padded feet. I also prioritize a short, strong loin, so fundamental in a trotting hound, and an alarmingly common fault that seems to be proliferating in our breed, resulting in outlines that go beyond longer than tall to verge on rectangular. While head style does not typically become a deciding factor for me, I did note the marked absence of the round eye called for in the standard, so fundamental for the correct expression.

Regardless of breed, I often find myself putting up families, and this show was no exception: I was delighted to learn after judging that my two top winners were first cousins, their dams being sisters, and the male was closely related to a dog I had rewarded in New Zealand a couple of years ago.

Thank you again for the privilege of judging your dogs, and for the sporting manner in which you accepted my ringside decisions. Denise Flaim

Baby Puppy Dog
1st 2. Macumazahn Cruise Control (AI) - Balanced puppy with good return of upper arm and good depth of rib for his age.
2nd 1. Matalko Hidden Agenda – Well off for bone and substance, good front fill for his age.

Minor Puppy Dog
1st 3. Bearstaring King Koa – Correctly sized with excellent feet and correct outline. 
2nd 4. Etosha Solo of the Asgard – At full measure for size, with good bone and substance. 

Puppy Dog
1st 6. Otesha Qhakaza – Quite good bone and substance, good depth of chest and carries level topline on move.
2nd 5. Zenridge Flynn Rider – Matching angles front and rear, with pleasing neck into shoulder.

Intermediate Dog
1st 8. Rijstone Fortune Hunter – Smooth outline with good depth of chest, matching angles front and rear.
2nd 9. Ch Isilwane Back to the Future – Workmanlike dog with good rear angles and correct ear.
3rd 7. Jedazar Tariq Mzambo - At full measure for size, with good ribbing and matching angles front and rear.

Australian Bred Dog
1st 14. Ch Mikozi Out of Aces – Liver nose, well off for bone and substance, good rear angles, correct amber eye.
2nd 10. Almazart Game Changer – Stylish dog with good depth and shape of thorax, pleasing rear angles.
3rd 15. Gr Ch Kusini Pacer Bay (AI) – Well sized with correct bone, pleasing neck into shoulder.

Bred By Exhibitor
1st 16. Ch Matalko Shut the Front Door – Smooth outline with matching angles front and rear. Good depth of chest and correct length of neck.
2nd 17. Ch Macumazahn Paint it Black – Liver nose with good ribbing and front fill.  Quite pleasing on the move.

Open Dog
1st 21. Ch Caprivi Not My First Rodeo – Well-boned dog at full measure for size.  Smooth outline, ample rear angles, powerful and easy on the move. RESERVE DOG
 2nd 18. Ch Almazart Here I Am – Well-made dog with good front fill, matching angles front and rear and an easy way of going.
3rd 22. Supreme Ch Chilolo BM Gold on the Moon (AI) – Correctly sized male with correct ribbing and easy, smooth movement.

Veteran Dog
1st 23. Ch Matalko Back in the Game – Nicely proportioned male with fluid lines, good return of upper arm and smooth neck into shoulder. DOG CHALLENGE / RUNNER UP BEST OF BREED
2nd 25. Sup Ch Chilolo CHN Cool Joe Cool – Substantial male with good ribbing, nice front fill and good angles behind.
3rd 24. Ch Isilwane Hunwick Hallam – Correctly sized liver with ample rear angles, and smooth, easy side gait.

Baby Puppy Bitch
1st 27. Ujamaa Roaming Eagle – Delicious youngster full of quality, correct ribbing and enviable front fill for a puppy. Fabulous mover.
2nd 26. Matalko Pot Kettle Black – Feminine bitch with clean outline and correct length of neck.

Minor Puppy Bitch
1st 28. Bearstaring Lady in Mink – Feminine bitch with good prosternum and correct slope of croup.

Puppy Bitch
1st 29. Ingwe Heaven on my Mind (AI) – Liver bitch of a completely acceptable shade of light wheaten. She won this class on her correct length of loin.
2nd 32. Etosha Leia of the Asgard – Correctly loined bitch, well up on leg with matching angles front and rear.
3rd 30. Zenridge Rapunzel – Dark wheaten bitch with good prosternum and correct bone and substance.

Junior Bitch
1st 35. Rijstone Gift from the Heart – Bitch with correctly short loin in a breed where that is a decided weak point.  Well off for bone and an easy and effortless mover.
2nd 36. Caprivi Russian Spice (AI) – Lovely head with dark eye was her fortune. Smooth outline and easy on the move.
3rd 34. Zenridge Princess Aurora – Correctly boned bitch with correct length of neck and pleasing rear angles.

Intermediate Bitch
1st 39. Bartess Dark Pink – Feminine bitch that excelled in a weak point for the breed – length of loin.
Balanced and adequately boned for her size.
2nd 40 Ch Juzrival Ripper Rita (AI) – Strong bitch with correct length of loin, good bone and substance, with tight feet.
3rd 42. Isilwane Past Present Future – Pleasing bitch with good bone and substance, correct length of neck and good depth of chest.

Australian Bred Bitch
1st 47. Ujamaa Allegro – Curvaceous bitch of correct bone and substance with pleasing outline, long ribbing and good front fill. BITCH CHALLENGE / BEST OF BREED
2nd 46. Ch Macumazahn The Sweet Stuff (AI) – Balanced bitch with correct length of neck, good rear angles and long run of rib.
3rd 45. Ch Rijstone Galaxy of the Stars (AI) – Strong bitch with lovely front fill, excellent bone and substance and matching angles front and rear.

Bred by Exhibitor
1st 51. Ch Chilolo TRL Tennessee Gold – Substantial bitch with matching angles front and rear who won this class on her effortless go-round. RESERVE BITCH
2nd 50. Amashutu the Force Awakens - Good bone for her size, good front fill and correct dark eye.
3rd 49. Ch Matalko Karmas Comin Atcha – Balanced bitch with correct depth of chest, correct dark eye and matching angles front and rear.

Open Bitch
1st 58. Macumazahn Back in Black – Appealing bitch with good return of upper arm, correct length of neck and pleasing on the move.
2nd 59.  Ujamaa Reds Swansong - Attractively feminine bitch with correct bone and good neck into shoulder.
3rd 56. Ch Rijstone Garden of Dreams – Strong bitch show a bit rich in condition but particularly smooth on the move

Veteran Bitch
1st 60. Ch Isilwane Quatervois (AI) JC – Exceptionally well-fronted bitch with excellent feet and good depth of ribbing.
2nd 61. Otesha Kikisa – Workmanlike bitch with correct length of neck and excellent feet.

Neuter Dog
1st 62. AM. Dual CH. FT. CH. AM. GR CH. SL. Juba Lee’s Phantom Fighter AM. BN. AM. MC. AM NAP. AM. RA JC (Imp USA) – Stylish dog with lovely proportions, lovely rear, good return of upper arm and more than acceptable amount of “paint.” NEUTER DOG CHALLENGE / BEST NEUTER IN SHOW

Neuter Bitch
1st 64. Grand CH Caprivi Praise Be (AI) - Roomy bitch with lovely length of neck, good rear angles and nice run of rib. NEUTER BITCH CHALLENGE
2nd 65. CH Chilolo KHA Mlembwe Gold (AI) – Strong bitch with lovely prosternum, exceedingly well off for bone and substance. RESERVE NEUTER BITCH
3rd 63. CH Mzilikazi Supernova – Feminine bitch with correct length of neck, good front fill and depth of rib.


