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 Your Club    

Patrons  
Tom Couchman 
Jocelyn Croad                                                                                                                             
President Michelle Parker Brien 
Vice President Ashleigh Barber 
Secretary Jannelle Tremenheere   nevaending@hotmail.com 
Treasurer Matt O Sullivan  
Editor Michelle Parker Brien - mbrienparker@yahoo.com                   

                                 
Honorary Life Member  
Denis Montford                                   

Life Member ς In Memorium  
Kerri Taylor 

 
The aims of the club are: 
To promote the Griffon Bruxellois and Petit Brabancon breed.  
To highlight the versatility of the breed as a loving and loyal pet, and a show and performance dog  
To promote good sportsmanship and good fellowship among members at all times  
To show respect and courtesy to all members in an atmosphere free of bullying and intimidation  
To support responsible and ethical breeding practices of Griffons  
To provide advice and support for Griffon owners 
To support and recommend testing of health issues relevant to Griffons based on genuine scientific research, both local 
and international.  
To provide a rescue service for Griffons  
To promote friendship and social activities among all Griffon owners  
To educate Griffon owners about grooming, training and responsible ownership  
To work in partnership with other responsible Griffon Bruxellois Clubs of Australia and internationally for the betterment of 
the breed 

 

 Membership Renewals 

Just a friendly reminder that 2020-2021 Renewals of Country 
Bruxellois Griffon Club of NSW are now overdue 
All renewal forms were sent in June and $10 annual membership 
or $50 for 5 years payment is required 
If you are on puppy registry you need to renew for your buyers 
form to be active for 2020-21 
Thanks to all our members who have paid promptly! The 
Treasurer and I have processed over 100 memberships and that 
is really terrific 
 
New members, renewals and Griffon Buyer register contact 

Sharyn Wood  -  sharynwood54@gmail.com 

Cover ς A lovely painting by Maud Earl, painted in 1915. 

It is called The Allies and is referring to the countries that were 
fighting Germany in WW1 
The Borzoi represents Russia (2 years before the Communist 
revolution), the British Bulldog is England, the French Bulldog is 
France, the Japanese Chin, Japan and of course the Griffon 
Bruxellois in the middle represents Belgium where the worst of the 
battlefields were. 
This is not only a lovely painting with a Griffon but a fascinating 
piece of history as well. 
¢ƘŜ DǊƛŦŦƻƴ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǾŜǊ млл ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǎŀƳŜ 
today 

 

Committee 
Victoria Mercer 
Terri Odell 
Jane Wistuba 
Nicola McLean 
Sarah Peddie Mc Guirk 
Claire Parker OSullivan 
Events Committee 
Victoria Mercer (Dog Lovers) 
Tom Gregory (Sydney) 
Jane Wistuba (Southern region) 
Club Website -griffonsnsw 
Club Face Book Page ς Griffons NSW 

 Show Committee  
Michelle Parker Brien -Show Manager 
Claire Parker OSullivanς Show Secretary 
Sarah Peddie Mc Guirk ς Trophy Manager 
Tiffany Dale ς Catering Officer 
Matt O Sullivan- Treasurer 
Jannelle Tremenheere- Secretary 
nevaending@hotmail.com 
Non Committee Positions 
Assistant Secretary Responsible for:   
Membership & Griffon Buyer Registrar Sharyn Wood 
Rescue Officers- Adam and Jannelle Tremenheere 

mailto:nevaending@hotmail.com
mailto:mbrienparker@yahoo.com
mailto:sharynwood54@gmail.com
mailto:nevaending@hotmail.com
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Presidents Message 

Once again, we have a newsletter issue that has had us all in 
virtual isolation and after almost 6 months the world is still in the 
grip of a pandemic. This has closed all shows and all face to face 
activities. Events planned by the club have been cancelled or 
indefinitely postponed as we all stay safe.  
The club has still been active on line with a number of events 

which have allowed us to share and celebrate our Griffons. 
Our club Facebook page is the main form of communication and I 
urge all members to follow it so that that they are aware of events 
and activities. 
This year we have had an online Dog show in lieu of our real life 
championship show and the catalogue has now been published on 
our club website. The information and link can be found in this issue. 
The club has also been proactive regarding the Dutch brachycephalic 
breeding bans and wrote a response to the situation as requested by 
the ANKC and Dogs NSW. The article and background along with the 
club response can be seen. 
We also had a week of collecting examples of Griffon nostrils and 
created a booklet of 300 photos showing Griffons from all around the 
world. This has now been loaded on to our club website. 
And a further group activity was the collection and celebration of our Golden Oldies- a gathering of 
photos of Griffons 10 years and older from around the world. This folder has also been loaded onto 
our club website. Information regarding the links can be seen in this issue. 
The club and most breeders have been overwhelmed with inquiries for pups but as the ANKC 
advised against unnecessary breeding there have not been many litters born. As the restrictions are 
slowly easing breeders are now planning some litters but many vets have declared breeding a non-
essential service and rŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŜǘƘƛŎŀƭ ōǊŜŜŘŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ Ǌƛǎƪ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎƛǊƭΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΦ 
Sadly, because ethical breeders have put breeding plans on pause, the shonky greedy breeders have 
rushed in to meet demand. The club has been made aware of a number of unregistered breeders 
producing sick or unhealthy pups and cross breed pups which they are selling as purebred Griffons.  
We have been advised of people who have bought pups from unregistered breeders that have had 
major health problems requiring thousands of dollars of surgery. These unethical breeders provide 
no support and because they are unregistered, they cannot be disciplined by the Kennel clubs or the 
breed clubs 
The club has also been very active in trying to advise and educate the public by creating a series of 
memes to make people aware of possible scams and problems. Club members are always available 
for advice and information as well. 
Please be aware that any club updates and information will be posted online 

There are 3 sources: 

¶ the Club Face Book Group ς Griffon NSW (see above) 

¶ the Club Facebook page 
ς The Country Griffon 
Bruxellois Club of NSW 
 

¶ the Club Instagram 
account ς Griffons NSW 
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Generous Donation fǊƻƳ ¢ƘŜ п tΩǎ ¢ƻȅ 5ƻƎ /ƭǳō 
¢ƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ŀ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ƘŜ п tΩǎ ¢ƻȅ 5ƻƎ /ƭǳō who had some surplus 
funds which they generously distributed to a number of clubs that have supported them in the past. 
This is a wonderful example of clubs helping and supporting each other for the good of the breeds. 
²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ƘŜ п tΩǎ ¢ƻȅ ŎƭǳōΦ 

 
Editors Message 

Welcome to the Winter issue of The Phoenix. Life continues to be 
different with the strange state of the world from Covid 19.  
The club activities have been curtailed but we have been able to keep 
in touch through our club FB page 
This newsletter looks at the many ways griffons and their owners have 
been coping with the new normal 
 
Please everyone stay safe and stay home. Your Griffons need you. 

 
 

Some Puppy Spam 

Sharing some photos from the recent litters from Tiffany Budini, Terri 
Odell and Victoria Mercer 
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 NEW MEMBERSHIPS 2019-2020-2021 

We welcome our new members to the club in 2020. We are very pleased that you have joined our 
Country Bruxellois Griffon Club of NSW. Our members live in all different parts of the state as well as 
interstate and International members. We also have social meet ups, promote our breed at events 
and have a club specialty show. All these events promote a wonderful camaraderie among our group 
members. 
Thank you to Sharyn Wood for doing such a fabulous job with the membership and Griffon Buyer 
Register 

Welcome to  

 

New Griffon Owners    
Some of our members are also happy new Griffon owners.  

Congratulations and I know 
you will love your new family 
member. 
 
 
Emily Dibden with her new 
baby- Beaufox Babette du 
Vallon-  Sushi

Emily Dibden from Canberra ACT                                      
Kathie Sant from near Richmond  
wȅŀƴ hΩ5ƻƴƴŜƭƭ ŦǊƻƳ LƴƴŜǊ ²Ŝǎǘ ǎǳōǳǊōǎ                       
Kirri Linkson from Northern Beaches  
Jenny Girardi from the Wollongong area                          
Richard and Betty Gibb from Double Bay area 
Alice Robinson from South Australia                                 
Danielle Osborne living in Gordon area                              
Tara Kaplan resides in the Bondi area                               
Simone Howley living at area near Wollongong 
Carrie Thornton lives in Canberra, ACT                             
Tiffany Yew lives near Ryde 
Debra Parkinson in Windsor area    
Jacinta Mijok from ACT                                                           
/ƘƛŀǊŀ hΩwŜƛƭƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ ƛƴƴŜǊ /ƛǘȅ {ȅŘ 
Shane Bryan from Homebush area                                       
Callie Moran from Homebush area 
Corinne and Jay Topping from inner city SYD                    
Louise Helliwell from inner West Syd 
Mandi Boucher from Tasmania                                             
Jessica Partridge from Newcastle area 
Joanne Ienna from Central Coast NSW                                  
Penelope Hone from Tas         
Gregory Poll from Inner Sydney                                       

Emily Clohesy from Sth Australia 
Stephanie Williams resides in the Balmain area              
Nicolette Vorlow from Kingsford area 
Edward Oehlers from Dundas area                                     
Janet Chu from Dundas area 
Alison Sefton from surrounds of Centennial 
Park             
Lucy Walker from Eastern Suburbs 
Joy Danielson from Sth Australia                                         
Michelle Barnes from Victoria 
Julvelyn Samson   from Northern Beaches                          
Natalie Wilkin from Nth Coast NSW 
Martine Ballantyne from Eastern Suburbs                         
Charlee Hollis and Shaun Kirk from VIC 
Natasha Mensitieri from WA                                                 
Sara and James Clappers VIC 
Haley Bracken from Central Coast NSW 
Adrian Weinberg from VIC                         
Tamara & Damien Simpson from Sth Aust 
Tina Le from Eastern Suburbs                    
Colin Harte from Vic                 
David Goad from near Brookvale  
Johnny Slade from Newcastle area 
Yvonne Smythe from Eastern Suburbs                            
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Sam Naismith with his newest Sydney Swans supporter, 
Frenchgriff Bobby Brussels 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Ron and Kathie Sant welcomed Beaufox Leroi du Vallon -
Leroi    
 
                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Budinni Sweet Pickles- Pickles and delighted Jenny Girardi 
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                  Kirri Linkson and Fernando with Budinni 
Frankalicious   - Frankie                    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
                                                                             
Danielle and Hamish Osborn 
with Nagpuni Passion for 
PIckles - Pickle  
 
                                     
 

                            Richard and 
Betty Gibb welcomed 

Nagpuni Cherry Cola- Elaine, 
a companion for their older 

Griffon  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Nagpuni Captain Marvel- Snoop with Natalie 
and Luke McDonald 

 

 
 

Lewis, Nagpuni Captain Cool, the pup that Terri Odell is 
keeping from the litter                                                                                                    
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Griffon Corner 

Congratulations to two couples who are 
members of our club who both welcomed a 
new family member 
Cohen Tobias and Murray White welcomed 
their son Dylan into the family, a baby brother 
for big sister Charlee 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Carley and Patrick 
Brown welcomed 

their son Carter into 
the family, a human 
brother for his four- 
legged siblings, The 

Duke and Archie 
Bojangles 
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Cathryn Feaver, finally had a successful kidney transplant 
after a wait of 7 years.  
The surgery went very well and Cathryn is now 
convalescing. She is even able to go out and enjoy a 
coffee 
Her Griffon girls, Harriet and Nancy, are staying with her 
sister, Fern while she recovers in Auckland with her 
mother, Sandie Meads.  
I am 
sure 
that 
they 
will be 
keen 
to 
take 
on the 
roles 
of 

nurses when Cathryn is well enough to go home. 
/ŀǘƘǊȅƴΩǎ ŎƻǳǎƛƴΣ DǿŜƴƴŀΣ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ƘŜǊ ƪƛŘƴŜȅ ǘƻ 
enable Cathryn to have the transplant. Her kidney went to a stranger and Cathryn received her new 
ƪƛŘƴŜȅ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻ ōŜƭƻǿ ǎƘƻǿǎ /ŀǘƘǊȅƴ ŀƴŘ DǿŜƴƴŀΣ ŀǘ /ŀǘƘǊȅƴΩǎ Ŧirst trip 
ǘƻ ŀ ŎƻŦŦŜŜ ǎƘƻǇ ŀƴŘ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ōŜŦƻǊŜ DǿŜƴƴŀΩǎ ǎǳǊƎŜǊȅΦ  
After being on dialysis for 7 years I am sure that Cathryn is looking forward to resuming a normal life. 
We send her our very best wishes for a long and healthy future 

 



       The Country Griffon Bruxellois Club of NSW Inc. 

11 
 

Olga Barnova developed two lovely posters showing how little Griffons have changed over the past 
century. Consistent breed type and health can only occur because of committed and knowledgeable 
breeders who have always bred for the benefit of the breed. The unique appearance and cheeky and 
charming personality have not changed in over 150 years. Good breeders understand and appreciate 
the history of the breed as well as the joy of owning them.  
Olga said άThis idea came to my mind long time ago.  
I intentionally used photos of UK bred dogs only as I believe UK dogs had had a great impact on 
Griffons all over the world. 
I am endlessly grateful to UK Griffon people for their assistance and special thanks to Carol Ritchie for 
providing with the fabulous photos from the past. 
I appreciate Tatyana TitenkovaΩǎ talent who keeps on bringing my ideas to life.έ 
 
 
 
 

Rough coated Griffons



       The Country Griffon Bruxellois Club of NSW Inc. 

12 
 

 

Smooth Coated Griffons 

 
 
 
 
 

Terri and Grant Odell own part of a 
racehorse called Sunstone. Terri braved 
the cold to drive to Goulburn to watch 
her. {ǘƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǿƛƴƴŜǊ ōǳǘ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ 
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After enduring the bush fires in 
summer, Jane Wistuba was hit by a 
severe hailstorm at the start of 
winter. The hail was so heavy that 
is looked like a snow fall. 
Her dogs stayed safe and warm 
inside out of the cold 
 

 
Denim is obviously the fabric for 
cool Griffons this winter 
 
 
Bazil and Grommett, rocking it 
while checking out off leash 
etiquette 
 
 

Edwina on street alert duty, 
looking tough in denim 

 
 

 
Frankie may be a baby but he 
is still rocking the denim look 
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 The CGBC of NSW Virtual Dog Show 
(photos on this page feature some of our members dogs from the catalogue) 

The Saturday before Easter is the traditional date for our club 
championship shows.  In the Covid 19 climate, this was cancelled 
along with all other group activities so the club held a virtual dog 
show via the club Face book page, Griffons NSW. 
It was open to Griffons all around the world and to Griffons, both the 
past and present.  
There was no entry fee and the dogs were not judged 
 
The Rules  
1. There will be no judging- every dog is a winner. Dogs can be 
current show dogs or dogs from the past, from any 
country 

2. Post at least one photo of your dog in a profile stand. Up to 3 photos of the 
same dog 
3. DƛǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŘƻƎǎΩ Ŧǳƭƭ ƴŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƛǘƭŜǎΦ tƭǳǎΣ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƎ ƛǎ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴΦ 
Entry is free 
4. Because it is an Australian show the dogs will be entered in Australian classes. 
They are: 
ω Baby puppy (dog or bitch) 3-6 months of age 
ω Minor Puppy (dog or bitch) 6-9 months of age 
ω Puppy (dog or bitch) 6-12 months of age 
ω Junior (dog or bitch) 12-18 months of age 
ω Intermediate (dog or bitch) 18 months- 3 yrs 
ω Australian bred (dog or bitch.) any dog bred in Australia over 6 months 
ω Bred by Exhibitor (dog or bitch) any dog over 6 months owned and bred by same person 
ω Open- (dog or bitch) any dog over 6 months 
ω Veteran (dog or bitch) any dog over 7 years 
ω Neuter (dog or bitch) any neutered dog over 6months 
Plus Golden Oldies for any Griffon 10 years or older 

¢ƘŜ ΨǎƘƻǿΩ Ǌŀƴ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ ǿŜŜƪ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴŀƴȅ 
beautiful and much- loved Griffons entered. 
 
Catalogue Format 
In this catalogue the classes are not split into dog and bitch but are combined. 
Each dog is allocated half a page 
If a dog is a champion or multiple champion they only have Ch in front of the 
name to save space. 
As our shows always begin with a Parade of the Golden Oldies, the catalogue 
also begins with them 
And now, again just for fun, here is the 
catalogue for the show 
I hope you enjoy looking at all the 

Griffons in our catalogue 
 
https://oz.dogs.net.au/griffons/uploads/documents/The-
CGBC-of-NSW-Online-show-2020.pdf 
 
 
 

https://oz.dogs.net.au/griffons/uploads/documents/The-CGBC-of-NSW-Online-show-2020.pdf
https://oz.dogs.net.au/griffons/uploads/documents/The-CGBC-of-NSW-Online-show-2020.pdf
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Coping with Corona social 
distancing 

Pomona and her daughter, Norberta, social 

distancing with on pillow between them. 

 
Squirrel is staying away from everyone 

 
Sid and Eric- following the protocols while 
exercising 

 

 
Ygrette is all alone in the corner- no chance of being 

crowded here 

 
  
 

 
Gigi says to Toto- ά{ǘŀȅ ōŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

get too close to meέ 
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Claire, Squirrel and Beedle are serious about 
isolating 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Zsa Zsa is avoiding everyone on her walk 
 

 
 
 
Ygrette is making certain that she is isolated 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Ginger and 
Rory are 

obeying all 
protocols
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The Netherlands Legislation and Dutch KC action and international 
Response 

The dog world was astonished to hear in May that the Dutch government and the Dutch Kennel Club 
have effectively banned the breeding of 12 brachycephalic breeds, including Griffons, within The 
Netherlands. 
The Dutch Government appear to have been infiltrated by animal activists and extremists. These 
people seem to have cherry picked research information to suit their own ideologies regarding dogs 
with flat faces. 
It is no secret that the past decade has seen an enormous rise in commercial popularity of Bulldogs, 
French Bulldogs and Pugs. Parallel with this popularity has been the rise or unethical breeders and 
puppy farmers churning out unhealthy examples of these breeds in vast numbers. In most countries 
the number of unethical and non- Kennel club breeders, far outnumber the reputable ethical 
breeders. 
One of the biggest issues with these poorly bred dogs is a condition called BOAS (Brachycephalic 
Obstructed Breathing Syndrome), which results in narrow pinched nostrils, an elongated soft palate 
and a narrow or obstructed trachea. A poorly bred dog can have one or all of these issues and in the 
worst cases will struggle to breath. Research is being carried out on this condition, primarily in 
French Bulldogs, Pugs and Bulldogs, at Cambridge University with Jane Laidlaw leading the research 
team.  
The link below shows a video made by Cambridge explaining the condition 
 https://m.youtube.com/watch?feature=youtu.be&v=bd3_s_hC7G4 
 
The research indicates that there are a number of factors that cause the problems and identifies 
narrow nostrils (nares), overweight, thick short necks and a genetic factor as well as a shorter 

muzzle.  
Smaller cohorts of Griffons have been 
tested as part of the research at 
Cambridge and have not presented with 
any significant issues with BOAS. 
In fact, the majority of Griffons have large 
open nostrils and few problems breathing.  
The Country Griffon Bruxellois Club of 
NSW collected photos of Griffon noses 
over a week long period of time, from the 
members of the club FB group. 300 photos 
from dogs all around the world were 
collected and demonstrate that the 
majority of Griffon have wide, open, round 
nostrils. These photos can be seen on the 
club website on the links below   
 

https://oz.dogs.net.au/griffons/uploads/documents/Griffon-Noses-part-one.pdf 
 
https://oz.dogs.net.au/griffons/uploads/documents/Griffon-Noses-part-Two.pdf 
 
Contrary to the scientific evidence the Dutch government and KC have decided that a longer muzzle 
will solve the problems of BOAS so have banned the breeding of any dog with a muzzle shorter that 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?feature=youtu.be&v=bd3_s_hC7G4
https://oz.dogs.net.au/griffons/uploads/documents/Griffon-Noses-part-one.pdf
https://oz.dogs.net.au/griffons/uploads/documents/Griffon-Noses-part-Two.pdf
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0.3 of the skull length.  The Dutch KC have now refused to issue pedigrees for dogs bred with shorter 
muzzles and have approved random cross breeding to any dog with a longer muzzle effectively 
wiping out the breeding of Griffons along with the other 9 Toy brachycephalic breeds.  
The following is from the Dutch KC publication 
This proposal assumes several brachycephalic dog breeds. There is no exception or other provisions 
for the individual breeds. The proposed measures are identical for all listed breeds. 
The Craniofacial Ratio of less than 0.3 is considered by the ECGG (Utrecht University) to be an 
important criterion. However, we ask for an exception to this criterion if dogs with a CRF of less than 
0.3, who demonstrably show no BOAS or BOS, can still be used to improve the population. Additional 
requirements are in place. 
The additional requirements concern the following breeds: 
ω !ŦŦŜƴǇƛƴǎŎƘŜǊ 
ω .ƻǎǘƻƴ ¢ŜǊǊƛŜǊ 
ω 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ .ǳƭƭŘƻƎ 
ω CǊŜƴŎƘ .ǳƭƭŘƻƎ 
ω DǊƛŦŦƻƴ .ŜƭƎŜ 
ω DǊƛŦŦƻƴ .ǊǳȄŜƭƭƻƛǎ 
ω tŜǘƛǘ .Ǌŀōŀƴœƻƴ 
ω WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ {ǇŀƴƛŜƭ 
ω YƛƴƎ Charles Spaniel 
ω tǳƎ 
ω tŜƪƛƴƎŜǎŜ 
ω {ƘƛƘ ¢Ȋǳ 
 

Sadly, this decision will not only effectively stop the breeding of the breeds listed in The Netherlands 
but it will also enable puppy farmers to continue to carry out random crossbreeding in the 
erroneous name of health.   Unethical breeders have been doing this type of crossbreeding and 
given them fake breed names for decades ςΨJugs, Pugaliers, ShiffonsΩ etc and there is no research to 
confirm that these cross breeds are healthier than a well bred Griffon. 
 
Griffons are a historic breed that can trace their origins to the Middle Ages. They have remained 
unchanged for over 150 years and possibly longer. Quality breeders have worked to maintain 

consistency and 
quality for over a 
century and have been 
successful in creating a 
recognisable breed 
that has a distinctive 
appearance and a 
unique and loving 
temperament, unlike 
any other dog. 
The actions of the 
Dutch government 
demonstrate how easy 
it can be for misguided 
fanatics to mislead 
people with inaccurate 
claims of animal 
suffering and 
propaganda to fool the 
public. The Animal 
Justice Party in 
Australia has a similar 
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agenda so we must be aware of this and not assume our Griffons are sacrosanct. 
Breed clubs and kennel clubs around the world have written in protest at this action.  
The ANKC (Australian National Kennel Control), wrote a detailed submission, shown below. 
ANKC Response 
5 June, 2020 
Mr. Jack Alberts 
Chairman 
Raad van Beheer op Kynologisch Gebied in Nederland 
Postbus 75901, Amsterdam 
Netherlands 
TRANSMITTED TO EMAIL ADDRESS: info@raadvanbeheer.nl 
Dear Mr Alberts, 
The Australian National Kennel Council has already written to you in regard to the proposed crossbreeding of brachycephalic 
breeds in the Netherlands, this follow up letter is a more detailed response. 
!ǎ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ !bY/ [ǘŘ ǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ ǘƘŜ C/L Ψǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ bŜǘƘŜǊƭŀƴŘs 
Government in regards to the breeding of 12 Brachycephalic breeds. Particularly the suggestion of cross breeding and the 
resultant genetic loss of generations of dogs many of whom have been health tested with few issues. Genetic bottlenecks will 
result within these breeds trying to adjust to these extremely rapid changes in morphology. 
The ANKC feŜƭǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŜƴǘƛǊŜƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƻƴƎ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǘŀŎƪƭŜ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ.ǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ {ƘƻǊǘ aǳȊȊƭŜŘ 5ƻƎΩǎΩ ǇŀǇŜǊ 
commissioned by the Ministry of Agriculture 21.01.19. The Dutch government has taken a machine gun approach to tackling 
BOS and BOAS in these 12 breeds, the majority of whom do not display both conditions and quite a lot, neither. 
The proposed changes will have the opposite affect by their application. Cross breeding will not fix these issues, merely create 
new breeds each with a combination of their parent breeds issues. 
Politics 
This move will drive registered breeders away and by their absence, push unregistered breeders into higher prominence. The 
registered breeders are the people that health test whereas off the grid breeders in large majority, do not. 
By applying these new rules they are effectively targeting 17% of the breeding population and allowing the remaining 
unregistered population open slather, which is highly discriminatory. These laws, if used, should affect all brachycephalic 
breeders, registered puppies or not. The only way to achieve this is to stop all advertising of brachycephalic breeds/puppies 
unless they meet the specific health testing requirements listed and all have to pass the same veterinary scrutiny. 
Breeds 
All breeds have a range of types and severity of different conditions that can range from normal to severely affected across 
a large number of conditions, BOAS included. Breeders health test for a wide range of conditions and endeavour to remove 
the severely affected in any specific condition. These conditions include (but are not limited to) hips, backs, heart, eyes, BOAS 
testing (where applicable), DNA testing etc. 
It must be remembered that the more diseases one tests for, the slower the rate of overall progress, but the healthier the 
breeding population. 
By dramatically altering the structural parameters of the head, this is impossible to achieve within 1-2 generations but could 
be achieved gradually over say 10 years. If it is pushed this dramatically, there will be a very large loss of breeding populations 
with a severe contraction of the breeding pool for each breed. In doing this, the genetic stress usually results in other 
conditions appearing where they were hidden prior to the population bottleneck. 
If the changes are made gradually over a period of years (10 years minimum) with associated health testing, healthy shifts 
could be made without massive loss of the gene pool size and stability. With the health testing results, better limits could be 
applied that are realistic in relation to BOS and BOAS. Those breeds not exhibiting these conditions should not be affected by 
these restrictions. 
Measuring the Length of Skull and Nose 
From studies performed of which there are quite a few (including those by Liu et al 2016), CFR (cranial facial ratio) is not held 
to be of major significance in relation to the severity of BOAS seen in the individual. Nasal stenosis, elongated soft palate, 
narrowing of the traches, everted laryngeal saccules, increasing neck girth and obesity are all highly implicated in this disease. 
CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊ Ψ.ǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ {ƘƻǊǘ aǳȊȊƭŜŘ 5ƻƎΩǎΩΣ ǿŜ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŜǊŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ŦŀƛǊƭȅ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŜǊǊƻǊ ƳŀŘŜ ƛƴ ƳŜŀǎǳǊƛƴƎ ǎƪǳƭƭ ƭŜƴƎǘƘ 
which in turn significantly can affect the CFR. In this paper (diagram page 11), the skull length is a direct length of skull from 
nose tip to the rear of the occipital crest, yet subsequent to this it become the measurement presented on page 13 figure 7, 
where the cranial length becomes the measurement over the top of the skull, a much longer distance (an increase of around 
25-30%) which considerably alters the CFR. The more direct measurement by callipers of head length A-C, the A-C and B-C 
would be far more 
Selecting for tighter skin and open nostrils with moderate increase in nasal length (10% may be quite acceptable) along with 
scientific exercise tolerance testing as suggested on page 29 of the report, should gradually select away from BOAS. This can 
be done reasonably easily with concerted effort over a reasonable time span and a 5 yearly reassessment of progress. 
Conclusions 
Efforts should be made by all breeders (registered or not) so that health testing for severe conditions relative to that breed 
are at least screened for prior to breeding. Ideally there should be some mechanism (microchip) to follow up on all unhealthy 
dogs origins, not just target those that are easily findable (registered breeders). 
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Breed standards do not need to be altered substantially to achieve the goals mentioned in this paper, nor are the suggested 
alterations of nasal length scientifically based. Moderate selection away from any severely affected individuals with BOS and 
BOAS can achieve the desired outcomes if allowed to occur over a sufficient length of time may further assist in reducing the 
incidence seen in those few breeds affected by these conditions. 
Cross breeding will not alleviate these issues, merely create new breeds with their own problems, particularly if they are 
ǇƛŎƪŜŘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ΨŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘΩ ōȅ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƛŘ ǳƴǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ōǊŜŜŘŜǊǎ όŀǎ ŀƭǊŜŀdy happens at present). 
Yours sincerely, 
Dr Karen Hedberg (BVSc) Sydney 
ANKC Canine Health & Wellbeing Committee Chairperson 
Copy to: 
ω 5ǊΦ ¢ŀƳłǎ WŀƪƪŜƭΣ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ CŞŘŞǊŀǘƛƻƴ /ȅƴƻƭƻƎƛǉǳŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭŜ 
ω aǊ !ǳƎǳǎǘƻ .ŜƴŜŘƛŎǘƻ {ŀƴǘƻǎ ƭƭƭΣ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ C/L !ǎƛa, Africa & Oceania Section 

 
The Country Griffon Bruxellois Club of NSW also wrote a letter of protest at the request of the ANKC 
and it is presented below also 
 

                     The Country Griffon Bruxellois Club of NSW Inc 
 
Response statement to the ban on breeding of twelve brachycephalic breeds in The Netherlands 
 
The Country Griffon Bruxellois Club of NSW Inc would like to express grave concerns regarding the actions of the RvB ς 
Kennel Club of The Netherlands as a response to Dutch government decisions regarding twelve brachycephalic breeds. 
We would also like to express our support and solidarity with the many high quality and ethical Dutch breeders of 
brachycephalic breeds who will be so severely affected by these decisions 
As breeders we are custodians of the breed. We need to understand the breed history, which in many cases goes back for 
several thousand years, the purpose, the function, the temperament and the conformation of the breeds and we have an 
obligation to preserve and protect these breeds as a living history as well as healthy, functioning, purpose bred dogs. 
 
Overview 
We are concerned that the decision regarding the twelve breeds appears to be based on a reading of some research data, 
gathered primarily from French Bulldogs, Pugs and Bulldogs that showed a number of dogs suffering from Brachycephalic 
Obstructed Airway Syndrome (BOAS).   
The RvB ς YŜƴƴŜƭ /ƭǳō ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ bŜǘƘŜǊƭŀƴŘǎΩ ǊŜŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŘƻƎǎ ǇǳǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƛǎ ƻŦ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ƴƻǎŜǎΦ 
We believe this is not only an erroneously simplistic response to the complex issue of BOAS but it also fails to take into 
account the many healthy examples of the breeds.  
We are also concerned that the research results of French Bulldogs, Pugs and Bulldogs have been generalised to such an 
extent that nine other breeds have been included, despite limited or non- existent evidence to indicate that they have any 
problems. The generalisation seems to have been made purely on physical similarities with no understanding of the unique 
breed differences or characteristics.  
We are aware and acknowledge that there are dogs within these breeds that have health issues associated with BOAS.   
We acknowledge that BOAS appears to be a significant problem within French Bulldogs, Pugs and Bulldogs with an increase 
in numbers in the past decade. 
However, we are also aware that these breeds have been the victims of enormous commercial, public popularity which has 
given rise to vast numbers of unethical breeders and irresponsible breeding practices.  
We do not support the breeding of unhealthy dogs of any breed but we do not believe that random crossbreeding based on 
the one physical feature of nose length is the solution. Genetics and the genetics of BOAS are far more complex than this 
rather naive direction. 
In addition, the research by both the Cambridge University research team and additional research carried out by The 
University of Copenhagen both conclude that other factors influencing BOAS include stenotic nares, elongated soft palates, 
narrow tracheas, short thick necks and obesity. Both research teams also place more importance on stenosis of nostrils and 
neck thickness than they do on nose length 
We are concerned that limited research appears to have been carried out to identify the breeders of healthy functioning 
BOAS free dogs and at no time has the RvB ς Kennel Club of The Netherlands, acknowledged that there are breeders who 
are successfully breeding healthy, functioning, long lived brachycephalic dogs. 
 
The Griffon Bruxellois 
In our breed of Griffon Bruxellois, BOAS is rarely seen. The breed has remained largely physically unchanged for over 150 
years and the majority of dogs have large open nostrils. Research by Cambridge University with Griffons did not find BOAS 
present in the cohort which ranged in age from 13 years ς 8 months. 
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There are three Griffon breed standards in the world; FCI, UK and USA. While each breed standard has minor variations in 
description, they all describe a healthy, active, small breed dog.  
In Australia we follow the UK breed standard and the description of the nose is as follows: 
άbƻǎŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōƭŀŎƪΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƭŀǊƎŜΣ ƻǇŜƴ ƴƻǎǘǊƛƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜ ǎǘƻǇ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƳǳȊȊƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƪǳƭƭΦέ 
The FCI standard calls for  
άbƻǎŜ ƭŜŀǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ ōǊƻŀŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƛŘŜ-ƻǇŜƴ ƴƻǎǘǊƛƭǎέΦ 
 
In both cases the requirement is for a healthy dog with open nostrils 
In 2016 The Country Griffon Bruxellois Club of NSW Inc carried out an international survey on the Griffon Bruxellois to 
obtain a snapshot of the state of health of the breed worldwide. Griffon owners both past and present were surveyed and 
many of the responses came from pet owners.  
The survey ran for one month from February to March 2016 and received 457 responses from individuals. These responses 
referred to over 9,000 Griffons making it the largest survey on the breed ever undertaken and arguably providing the most 
accurate assessment of the health of the breed in its entire history. 
From these responses the top 5 issues identified were: 
1. 1. Slipping Patellas               224 
2. 2. Cleft Palate/ Hair Lip        193 
3. 3. Undescended testicle       127    
4. 4. Cataracts                            104      
5. Inguinal Hernia                       94 
BOAS was not a major concern mentioned. 
The club intended to carry out the survey every 5 years but will create another survey in 2020 due to the current situation. 
  
Conclusion 

¶ The Country Griffon Bruxellois Club of NSW is strongly opposed to any form of generalisation regarding canine 
breed health. It is counter- productive and inaccurate. 

¶ The club is also strongly opposed to random and uncontrolled cross breeding based on a single physical 
characteristic. This concept shows a limited understanding of genetics and can only be detrimental. Should cross 
breeding be needed at any stage then it should only take place after thorough scientific investigation to identify 
need and detailed consultation with geneticists to determine the most appropriate cross breeding. Puppy 
farmers have been carrying out random cross breeding for decades and there is no scientifically validated and 
documented evidence tƻ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ άWǳƎǎέ ƻǊ άtǳƎƎƭŜǎέ ŜǘŎ ŀǊŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘƛŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ǎŜŜǎ ƴƻ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƛƴ ŎǊƻǎǎ 
breeding without evidence to support the results of such cross breeding 

¶ The club opposes knee jerk reactions based on current politically popular welfare fads of the time and believes 
that if any changes were to occur, they should only occur after detailed and scientifically validated research 
established a proven and well documented need for the change  

¶ The club believes that the way to improve the health of breeds is to study the actions of successful breeders and 
learn from them, consult with geneticists and veterinary specialists and work with objective University research 
teams; not randomly cross breed to any dog that has a longer muzzle. Such a practice will not benefit the breed 
in the long term and has the potential to introduce new health problems into a breed 

¶ The club supports the statements of the FCI. 

¶ The club strongly condemns the actions of RvB ς Kennel Club of The Netherlands 

 
Signed 
The Executive, Committee and Members of The Country Griffon Bruxellois Club of NSW Inc 
 
Executive 
Michelle Parker Brien (President)  
Jannelle Tremenheere (Secretary) 
aŀǘǘƘŜǿ hΩ{ǳƭƭƛǾŀƴ ό¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊύ 
Ashleigh Barber (Vice President) 
Committee 
Victoria Mercer 
 Terri Odell  
Jane Wistuba  
Nicola McLean  
Sarah Peddie Mc Guirk  
/ƭŀƛǊŜ tŀǊƪŜǊ hΩ{ǳƭƭƛǾŀƴ 
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The Country Griffon Bruxellois Club of NSW will continue to promote the Griffon Bruxellois as the 
unique and charming little dog that it is and will continue to work to insist on ethical and reputable 
breeding practices, and educate the public about only buying from ethical breeders. 
 
At the present time this politicisation of 
brachycephalic dogs has only occurred 
in The Netherlands. The is a face book 
group that has formed called Brachy 
Union- Standard Protection, which 
people may be interested in joining.  
 
 
It is important that everyone is aware 
that this can easily happen in other 
countries as well, particularly when an 
easily recognisable external feature like 
a flatter face can be seen by even the most ignorant and uninformed.   
Healthy dogs do not live long and happy lives and we are happy to share our booklet of Golden Oldie 
Griffons- Griffons 10 years and older from around the world 
 

https://oz.dogs.net.au/griffons/uploads/documents/Golden-Oldie-Griffons.pdf 

 
Griffon Entertainment  

Griffons made the most of the restrictions by providing their own entertainments with their humans. 
 
 
Elroy helped to prepare for wine and nibbles 

 
 

 And then sat down to enjoy  
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Jillian and Claire were invited to a Griffon tea 
party 
 
 
 
 

 
Ludwig took tea while reading a good book 

 
 
 
Squirrel joined the family for breakfast 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Bean became a celeb- autographs on application














































