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The aims of the club are: 
To promote the Griffon Bruxellois and Petit Brabancon breed.  
To highlight the versatility of the breed as a loving and loyal pet, and a show and performance dog  
To promote good sportsmanship and good fellowship among members at all times  
To show respect and courtesy to all members in an atmosphere free of bullying and intimidation  
To support responsible and ethical breeding practices of Griffons  
To provide advice and support for Griffon owners 
To support and recommend testing of health issues relevant to Griffons based on genuine scientific research, both local 
and international.  
To provide a rescue service for Griffons  
To promote friendship and social activities among all Griffon owners  
To educate Griffon owners about grooming, training and responsible ownership  
To work in partnership with other responsible Griffon Bruxellois Clubs of Australia and internationally for the betterment of 
the breed 

 

  
Editors Message 

Welcome to the Autumn issue of The Phoenix. It is a little different from others with the strange 
state of the world from Covid 19.  
Please everyone stay safe and stay home. Your Griffons need you. 
We have a number of serious article in this issue, involving health matters and responsible breeders. 
These are issues of great concern to the club and to anyone who loves the breed. 
We also have some happy news to help counteract the stress. 
Please be aware that any club updates will be posted online 
There are 3 sources: 

¶ the club Face Book Group ς Griffon News  

¶ the club Facebook page ς The Country Griffon Bruxellois Club of NSW 

¶ the club Instagram account ς The Country Griffon Buruxellois Club of NSW 

 
 

Cover ς  
Easter Griffon Greetings . All 
Griffons owned by Club 
members 

Committee 
Victoria Mercer 
Terri Odell 
Jane Wistuba 
Nicola McLean 
Sarah Peddie Mc Guirk 
Claire Parker OSullivan 
Events Committee 
Victoria Mercer (Dog Lovers) 
Tom Gregory (Sydney) 
Jane Wistuba (Southern region) 
Club Website -griffonsnsw 
Club Face Book Page ς Griffons NSW 

 Show Committee  
Michelle Parker Brien -Show Manager 
Claire Parker OSullivanς Show Secretary 
Sarah Peddie Mc Guirk ς Trophy Manager 
Tiffany Dale ς Catering Officer 
Matt O Sullivan- Treasurer 
Jannelle Tremenheere- Secretary 
nevaending@hotmail.com 
Non Committee Positions 
Assistant Secretary Responsible for:   
Membership & Griffon Buyer Registrar Sharyn Wood 
Rescue Officers- Adam and Jannelle Tremenheere 
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Social Distancing Fails 
 

Pablo and 
Dad 

 
 
 
 
 

Ginger, Rory 
and friends 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Harriet and 
Nancy 
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 Presidents Report 
Unfortunately, the state of the world at the moment with Covid 19 
means that everything has come to a halt while we lock down and they 
try to control this deadly virus that is sweeping the planet. Our 
Championship shows were just one of the many things cancelled. 
The cancellation has created a lot of work and the club is looking at 
losing money but we can do nothing about it but hope that next year is 

better than ever. 
I would like to thank the hardworking show committee for the work they put in behind the scenes to 
manage the cancellation. It is not quite as simple as it seems to cancel a show not long before it is 
scheduled.  
Thank you to Claire Parker O Sullivan, Jannelle Tremenheere, Matthew O Sullivan and Ashleigh 
Barber for acting so promptly.  

1. Airlines had to be informed and flights for our guest of honour cancelled.   
2. Claire Parker O'Sullivan contacted our judges and booked them again for next year.    
3. Rachael, our photographer was informed and cancelled 
4. Tiffany and Jasmine who were to do the catering, have been informed and cancelled.Food 

orders were cancelled  
5. All necessary FB groups were contacted and advised of the cancellation  
6. All members were emailed and advised of the cancellation 
7. Claire, our show secretary and Matt, our Treasurer, organised refunds to everyone who had 

entered  
8.  The steward was contacted and advised of the cancellation 
9. The trophies had already been purchased and had arrived so will be carefully stored for next 

year  
10. We had a number of donations for the show. The donors were contacted and asked if they 

wanted the money back or if they were happy to donate it to the next show  
11.  In addition, the club point score was suspended until further notice  

At this stage we are unable to hold meetings but the Executive and committee have been meeting 
vis a private FB committee group. The committee have reviewed and implemented several of the 
recommendations put forward at the last meeting. This includes: 

¶ reviewing and tightening the Breeders Code of Ethics, to ensure that our Breeder members 
are at the forefront of ethical breeding practices 

¶ Promoting well- bred Griffons and educating the public about them through a series of 
memes 

¶ Providing educational information to assist people identify a quality breeder from a 
commercial breeder 

¶ tǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ŀǎ ŀ ΨƎƻ ǘƻΩ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜ ǊŜǇǳǘŀōƭŜ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ 
practices 

CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ tƻƻŎƘ tŜǊŦŜŎǘΣ ǿƛǘƘ άwǳǎǎŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ .ǊǳǎǎŜƭέΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾe been inundated with 
requests for Griffons and sadly a multitude of unethical breeders have emerged to meet the 
demand. 
 Because Griffons are difficult to breed many of the more disreputable breeders have been crossing 
Griffons with larger breeds to get bigger litters. They are now producing Pug/ Griffon, Poodle/ 
Griffon and Schnauzer /Griffon crosses with all the potential inherent health problems connected 
with irresponsible breeding.  
Many of these problems do not show up in the pups or youngsters but they do appear as the dog 
ages and by then the owner is attached to the dog. 
In addition the personality and temperament of these dogs is not the same as the Griffon 
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personality. 
 Our club and our members are not criticising the cross breed dogs themselves. Many members have 
owned then in the past and may still own them. This is not a type of Griffon owner snobbery. 
 BUT what we do object to is greedy breeders, deliberately cross breeding these dogs just to make 
money and scamming the buyers into thinking that they are getting a genuine breed. We expect full 
honesty from all breeders and the people producing cross breed dogs are neither honest or 
reputable. We can only strongly advise people against these breeders. 
Our club has the Griffon Buyer Register to assist people to get a well- bred Griffons from an ethical 
breeder. All members of the club who are breeders ƘŀǾŜ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŀōƛŘŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ŎƻŘŜ ƻŦ 
ethics. This code has recently been updated and can be seen at the end of this issue.  
We will only recommend ANKC registered breeders who ethically breed Griffons in a thoughtful and 
caring way, to benefit the breed. 
We will not recommend unregistered breeders or breeders from other phoney registrations or 
breeders who will not follow our code of ethics. 
This is to protect buyers so that they know that they can trust the breeders we recommend. 
 

 Cancellations 

The Covid 19 crisis has led to a host of cancellations that affect dog owners. 
Sydney Royal Easter Show cancelled due to coronavirus 
 Organisers of Sydney's Royal Easter Show say it has been cancelled due to the coronavirus 
pandemic τ the first time in almost a century 
the show has been abandoned due to public 
health concerns. 
It comes after the Prime Minister Scott Morrison 
announced the cancellation of non-essential 
mass gatherings of more than 500 people from 
Monday. 
Royal Agricultural Society (RAS) president Robert 
Ryan said it was very disappointing to have to 
cancel. 
"This is the first time the Sydney Royal Easter 
Show has been cancelled because of a public 
health emergency since the Spanish flu pandemic 
in 1919," he said. 
 
Breaking News- The Brisbane Royal Agricultural Show (also known as the Ekka) has been cancelled 
 
The Country Griffon Bruxellois Club of NSW Championship Shows Cancelled until 2021 
 
The Country Griffon Bruxellois Club of NSW point score competition suspended indefinitely 
 
All Dog Shows and Dog Related Activities in Australia cancelled in all states by all ANKC affiliated 
state bodies 
 
Dogz on Line Point Score suspended indefinitely 
 
State Border Closures (at time of publication) 

¶ Queensland 

¶ South Australia 

¶ Western Australia 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-03-13/sydneys-royal-easter-show/12053926
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¶ Tasmania 

¶ Northern Territory 

With limited flights available it is almost now impossible to send dogs or pups interstate.  
If you are considering getting a Griffon please look in your local state.  
However, with the Lock downs and Government advice, going out to buy or pick up a pup is unlikely 
to be classed as essential travel 
 
Veterinary Surgeries 
Vets are still classed as an essential service and are open. However, the majority of Vets are now 
doing phone consultations and not permitting people to enter the premises.  
The owner phones the vet when they arrive and the receptionist tells them when they can come to 
the door to drop the dog. The receptionist then phones when the dog can be collected. Owners are 
asked to wait in the car. 
 
Pet Groomers- are still permitted to operate  
 
Travel and gatherings (at the time of publication) 
Non essential travel is not permitted ς large fines in most states ranging from $1,000- $4,500 for 
individuals. More for businesses 
Gatherings of 2 people only- (apart from family groups that live together). This included visiting 
others. 
Outside exercising permitted- but no more than two people and the 2 metre social distance must be 
followed.  You are not permitted to sit around in public areas. 
 
 Further detailed information can be found on: 

¶ The NSW Government  FB Page which provides daily updates    
https://www.facebook.com/NSWGovernment/  

¶ The Australian Government Corona Virus Information page 
https://www.facebook.com/coronavirus_info/?page_sou 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/NSWGovernment/
https://www.facebook.com/197070314013807/photos/639704876417013/
https://www.facebook.com/197070314013807/photos/639704876417013/
https://www.facebook.com/coronavirus_info/?page_sou
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Griffon Corner 

In the strange and trying times that we are now living in I think it is fair to divide things into Pre- 
Isolation and Post- Isolation 

Pre- Isolation 
 

CGBC of NSW Meet up  
Thanks to Tom Gregory who organised another Griffon Meet up in 
Moore Park for Sydney Griffon owners on 15th March. Unfortunately, 
the weather gods were not kind and heavy rain kept many people 
away 
But as Tom said 
ά7 crazy Griffs and 
their equally crazy 
owners showed 
up in the rainέ 
and still had fun. 
Tom is going to 
try to make sure 
that the next one 
ς when ever that 

may be!!! is sunny. 

 
 
Just before lock down, Wollongong Dog show 
was held right on the beach. Terri O5ŜƭƭΩǎ ƎƛǊƭǎΣ 
Ginger and Bunny got to have fun in the waves 
when they finished being beautiful show girls 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Norberta won herself a ribbon at a show in 
Newcastle but her father and aunt decided to try to 
steal it. She had to stand on it to save it from them 
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{ƘŀǊȅƴ ²ƻƻŘΩǎ ōƻȅǎ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ 
lock down 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ashleigh 
and ¢ƛŦŦŀƴȅΩǎ ǇǳǇǎΣ ¢ƻƳ ŀƴŘ YŜƴŘǊŀ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ŎŀŦŜǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƭƭ 

closed. They just missed out on their first shows because everything was 
cancelled before they were old 

enough 

 
 

 
 
Squirrel went visiting and used 
her baby training skills, teaching 
6 month Henry how to pat a 
Griffon nicely 

 
 
 

Mr Gruff squeezed one last beach 
visit in 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Kia went for a bushwalk but after rolling 
in kangaroo poo needed a bath 
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In the world before Corona,  
 
 
Holly Quinn Parsons glammed up and took part in the 
Mardi Gras parade  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Ros and Dave 
Finch prepared 
to move house 
and had to sell 

the sulky which 
the club had 

used in the past 
as they were 

downsizing 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Boy George got to eat at his favourite café 
 
 
 

 
Sheena and Ian Jackson left 

for a Caribbean cruise only to 
find it was cancelled when 

they got to San Diego. They 
had to complete a 14 day 

isolation when they returned 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Jane Wistuba and her husband Wolf, were just getting their life 
back in order after the multiple evacuations from the bushfires 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ΧΦ [ƻŎƪ Řƻǿƴ!!  
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In the World After Corona 
 
Post Isolation 
Now we are in a different world with many 
people in isolation and working from home 
Many of our Griffons are loving having their owners with 
them and some are adjusting to the slower pace very 
easily 
 
Pablo is totally 
relaxed 
 
 
 

Grommet and Bazil 
amuse themselves 

isolation by playing 
dress up 

 
 
 

 
 
Poppy and Remy are 
not too good at the 
social distancing 
 
 

 
 

Luna takes her 
social distancing 

very seriously 
and allows no 
others on the 

lounge  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Billy Kintaka was not 
impressed with Mum 
practicing the guitar ς 
again!! 

 
 
 
 

Teddy cuddled up with 
mum 
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Some Griffons take the idea of isolation very seriously  
  

 
 
 
Wizz hid in the 
towel cupboard 
 
 
 
Elroy refused to 

get out of bed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Kia and 
Babette 
buried 
themselves 
in blankets 
and are not 
coming out 
until it is all 
over 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 

Tilly and Pomona observed the 
2 metre social distance 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rita took up skateboarding to get away from everyone 



       The Country Griffon Bruxellois Club of NSW Inc. 

12 
 

Some Griffons just want to become co workers 
 
Oscar, Osha and Alfie all 
decided that it was 
impossible to work from 
home without their 

assistance. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Monty and Gigi helped with home 
schooling 

 
 
 

 
And some Griffons 
designated themselves as 
personal trainers 
 
Matilda and Rita supervised at 

home weight trainingΧΦ 

 
 
 
 

 
 

While Remy was the 
weight!
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Entertainment in Isolation 
 
 
 
Percy and Alfie were the Friday after work drinks company 

  
 
 

 
 

Or the perfect indoor fun- a jigsaw puzzle with a 
Griffon in it 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Rocky knows his mother is getting bored with isolation when she starts 
to stick flowers behind his ears.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Or to keep the family active ς how about 
 a Griffon game of Hide the object
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Health 

Corona Virus in Dogs and Cats 
 

The topic on ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ƭƛǇǎ- 
Corona! 
A strain of corona virus has 
always existed in dogs and cats.  
 
The symptoms are different to 
Covid 19 and the dog or cat virus 
CANNOT be transmitted to 
humans. 
 
There have been no cases of 
people ever catching Covid 19 
from a pet. 
 
 
 

 
Hookworm 
 

There has been a health alert from Dogs NSW regarding hookworm. The warm moist ground 
following the recent rain provides perfect breeding conditions. Dogs can be infected by walking on 
grounds that have hook worm. The hookworm burrows through the feet and body. Once in the body 
it lays its eggs. The eggs hatch and fed on the dog before finally being pushed through the intestines 
as infected faeces. Once on the ground the cycle begins again. 
Check your worm tablets to make sure that they cover hookworm. Many of the supermarket 
ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ŘƻƴΩǘΦ  
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From Cambridge BOAS Research Group 

 
Did you know that dogs will not open their mouth to breathe when asleep if they have nasal 
obstruction? 
 
Dogs can breathe through either the oral cavity or nasal cavity when they are awake. However, they 
are obligate nasal breathers when asleep. Therefore, if their nose is blocked, dogs will wake up, open 
their mouth to breathe and subsequently go back to sleep. 
 
Obstruction within any part of the nasal airway (i.e. from the external nostrils to the end of the 
nasopharynx) can lead to interrupted sleep or sleep apnoea in dogs. Affected dogs will often wake up 
multiple times during their sleep, and they may sleep in certain positions that will open up the nasal 
airway to relieve the obstruction. Some dogs may hold a toy in their mouth when asleep so that they can 
breathe through their mouth. Nasal airway obstruction can result from many conditions, not just BOAS, 
however brachycephalic patients are often more severely affected. 
 
Long-term, interrupted sleep due to nasal obstruction causes fatigue and a reduced quality of life. Severe 
airflow obstruction can also be life-threatening. If your dog shows any of the above signs frequently, 
investigation into the cause of obstruction is recommended. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/cambridgeboasresearchgroup/?tn-str=k%2AF&hc_location=group_dialog
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Breeding and Puppy Sales 
Essential Information for people buying or selling a Puppy 

Dogs NSW have recommended that breeders rethink their breeding 
plans in the current situation and I know that responsible breeders 
have done so, possibly deciding not to breed this time or only 
breeding if the bitch is of an age when she needs to be bred before it 
is too late. 
This means that pups from reputable breeders may not be as easy to 
get. In addition, with the border closures and the cancellations of 
flights except for essential fights, it is very difficult for pups to be 
transferred interstate. The possibility of delays in flights and stress to 
pups is something caring breeders will avoid.  
In some areas, travelling to pick up a pet is not considered essential 
travel and large fines of several thousand dollars can be imposed so 

both sellers and buyers need to carefully check the legislation in their area.  
At the moment there are some litters that were conceived before the corona crisis and Dogs NSW 
have issued a document with the latest Information and advice for both breeders and puppy buyers  
Dogs NSW have formed a specific committee to help and advise breeders in the current 
circumstances 
08/04/2020 
  

ANKC Health & Well Being Committee COVID 19 
advice to breeders 
  
Realising that bitches were mated or whelped prior to the introduction of travel and social 
distancing restrictions, the CHWC hopes that the following advice will help in the process of 
transferring puppies to their new owners. 
In addition the ANKC has received many inquiries in regard to continuation of breeding during this 
time of Government limitations, this of course is a personal choice but the ANKC recommends 
that  before you mate a bitch, you give serious consideration to 
difficulties  that may be encountered in relocating puppies to 
their new homes, transporting puppies both inter and intrastate 
can be a problem as are limited flights between states. 
COVID 19 ς the basics 
COVID 19 is one of a large group of Corona viruses that affect 
many species. These viruses, like most, are generally species 
specific and rarely transfer to or affect any other species. 
Both dogs and cats have corona viruses, but these are genetically 
very far removed from COVID 19. There has been no recorded 
transfer of dog and cat Corona viruses to humans and vice versa. 
Socialising during the COVID 19 pandemic 
Because of the limited movement and social distancing of people 
during the COVID 19 lockdown, breeders will have to be more 
inventive with their puppy socialisation, particularly if there are 
no children around. 
Lots of play activity, try having different outfits, hats, noises, toys; 
most of which are usually done anyway.  Take a few puppies out at a time in a trolley or pram to 
walk around the park or the block to see different places, people running past etc. 
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Do more one on one handling, particularly in those breeds that really need the individualisation 
(GSD, Rottweiler, etc). Stress to new owners that they will need to keep up this socialisation after 
they leave your care. 
Placing a Puppy during COVID 19 ς Safety Advice 
Do most of your normal checks, talking to prospective owners by phone, email, Facebook etc, ahead 
of time. Send photos, videos of the puppies, how they are being kept and raised, shots of the 
parents etc. 
  
Check the credentials of the new owners, safe yards and fencing, members of the family, young 
children etc. Give copies of the relevant health certificates to people you expect to take a puppy. 
Have your puppy pack ready with dietary advice, spare puppy food, vaccination certificates etc, all 
ready to go before people arrive to see the puppy (or puppies). 
  

Explain to prospective owners ahead of time what to 
expect. Ask whether anyone has had contact with 
anyone with COVID 19 or whether they have a cold or 
flu. Ask that older and/or compromised people and 
young children do not come to view the puppies. Only 
allow 1-2 people to come at any one time. Have 
everyone use a hand sanitizer or soap and water before 
handling the puppies. 
  
Put the puppies to be viewed in a playpen, preferably 
outside, where the puppies can be placed into before 
the people arrive. Limit the number of puppies brought 
out. Prospective owners can then handle the puppies 
without direct contact with you. Any puppies not going 
can be wiped over with disinfectant (or washed) after 
the other puppy has gone. 
  
Have all the paperwork ready, if anything needs signing, 

use a pen that they can then keep or you wipe it down with disinfectant/hand sanitizer. Keep the 
time spent with prospective owners to a minimum. Wash your hands and all open surfaces around 
the puppy area after the people leave. 
  
With the restrictions on travel and only for essential business, it becomes quite difficult to sell 
puppies and comply with the necessary requirements. All the advice that we can give is how to limit 
your exposure to the virus when people come to view puppies. 
 

[Note: It has been brought to our attention that in some jurisdictions people visiting your 
home, to pick up a puppy may be considered to be non-essential and therefore a finable 
offence, please check you State or Territory COVID 
19 Regulations before arranging for puppies to be 
viewed or picked up.] 
 
Dr. Karen Hedberg BV.Sc 
Chairperson 
ANKC Ltd Health and Wellbeing Committee 
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        Easter Celebrations 

                Usually in the Autumn issue of the newsletter we publish      
the club championship show results. As this was impossible this 

year, we held an online 
show for everyone in the 
Club FB group, Griffons 
NSW.  
We had a great response 
and when I get time, I will 
put them all together in a                  Babette ς doing bunny cute 
catalogue, just for fun.                          

In the meantime, lets 
enjoy Easter with some 
Easter Griffons. 
 
Grommit and Bazil  - a pair of 
disgruntled bunnies 
 

 
Milo is very proud of his 

ears 
 

 
 
Boy George is guarding the 
eggs 

 
 
 
So is Pablo 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Twiggy is dreaming of turning into the Easter 
bunny 
 
 

Matilda did well from the Easter Bunny
















































