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Golden Oldie Griffons 
A celebration of the longevity and our love of Griffons 

 

  

Some of the Golden Oldies and loving owners at the CGBC of NSW Championship Show 2019 
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Celebrating our wonderful Golden Oldies -  Griffon Bruxellois 10 years or older 

The Country Griffon Bruxellois Club of NSW conducted a celebration of Golden Oldie Griffons over a 

two week period of time. The Golden Oldies included Griffons past and present, who were 10 years 

of age or more. The members of the clubΩs Face Book page were requested to send in photos to 

celebrate our wonderful older Griffons. 

The extremists claim that brachycephalic dogs have shorter life spans and live a life of suffering, ill 

health, breathing difficulties and misery. Our Golden Oldies show that this is not the case with our 

Griffons 

Unhealthy dogs do not have long lives.  Dogs that struggle to breath or move do not live long lives.   

Our snapshot of Golden Oldies show that Griffons live long and active lives. There are a number of 

Griffons who lived until 14-16 years of age. There are many photos of Griffons 10-12 years of age still 

living happy, active lives, playful and energetic.  

The dogs featured come from all corners of the globe, some are top winning show dogs and all are 

much loved pets. Some include family groups that have all enjoyed a long lifespan. 

Limited research on the longevity of different breeds carried out in the USA did not identify 

brachycephaly as a cause of shortened lifespan. 

https://cgejournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s40575-020-00086-8?fbclid=IwAR29nLRr7VAeDiiDQ-
rNNBfGJsZDWGMr  

The photos show Griffons that are fulfilling their breed purpose as companion dogs and they show 

the close bond that owners have with their Griffons. They are all much loved and adored family 

members and companions of their owners and it was a privilege to have their photos and stories 

shared with us. 

 

I hope everyone enjoys these wonderful Golden Oldies and we thank everyone who shared these 

fabulous old dogs with us 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

https://cgejournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s40575-020-00086-8?fbclid=IwAR29nLRr7VAeDiiDQ-rNNBfGJsZDWGMr
https://cgejournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s40575-020-00086-8?fbclid=IwAR29nLRr7VAeDiiDQ-rNNBfGJsZDWGMr
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1. Julie Debenham Australia  Tommy 26/2/2004 - 8/7/2018    

This was taken the day we had to put him down (cancer). Only issue was mild, un-medicated 

epilepsy - medication made him lethargic and fat. Never had any other issues, minimal 

snoring on his back - the sweetest, gentlest, cat adoring Griffon. He thought his "sisters" bull 

mastiffs puppies where his - much more maternal than their mother! Never left their side. 

The reason I adore Griffs 

 

 

2. Fandí Dobrota Czech 

Republic  

    Sean 13 yrs   June 2020 
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3. Donna M. Vartanian USA  

Here is our first home bred girl 

whose Dad was Erik in the photo 

below.  

/ƘΦ 5ƻƭƭ IƻǳǎŜ [ǳŎȅ LΩƳ IƻƳŜ 

passed away 3 months before 

she turned 16  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Donna M. Vartanian 

My. Ch. Wisselwood Erik the Red passed 

away 2 short months of being 15. 
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5. Donna M. Vartanian 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ 9ǊƛƪΩǎ мκн ǎƛǎǘŜǊΣ WǳƭƛŜΤ 5ƻǾŜƭŀƴŘ ¦ƴŘŜƴƛŀōƭŜΦ {ƘŜΣ 

too, lived until almost 16. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Donna Vartanian 

USA   This was a young 

Luigi...my Erik bred to a 

pretty little girl owned 

by Marge Shriver. He 

became much more 

substantial as he 

matured and lived to 

16yrs. I took his passing 

really hard; not very 

long ago. 
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7. Kerry and John LeCuddenac  

Australia. This is my father in laws, 

Katie, she will be 14 on 7th July, she is a 

tuff little girl, only her sight is failing her 

now. She came from Melbourne from 

Alana Sharpe Alwood Kennels, she has 

been perfect with no major health 

problems and definitely no breathing 

problems. We are lucky she now lives 

with us joining Teddy & Coco. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. Cathryn Feaver   New Zealand - Harriet; 10 yrs young. 

Born 16/4/2010 
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9. Jill Dennis USA   U.S. Ch. Doveland Solar 

Flare. Age 11 this month. Her dam and grand-

dam lived elsewhere; as did her sire. Her great 

grand-dam, great-great grand dam, great-great-

grand-sire, lived to 16, 16 1/2, and 17, 

respectively. 

 I sincerely hope she does the same.  

 

Her sire is Am. CH. St. John's Too Hot to Handle ex Ch. 

Doveland StellaByStarlight.  

She shows little sign of slowing down except for 

greying. 

 Her son by Int Ch Doveland Connoisseur of Glen Valley, 

at almost 8, is likewise. Last picture shows them 

together, last year 
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10. Astrid Krog Norway  

Elma Multi Ch winner Leo Belgicus Well-Marked   

  

  My heart dog  

28.09.2002 - 20.10.2016 

 

 

 

 

First picture in the Netherlands with her 

breeders Hans and Jan Den Otter.  

She came with me to Norway in June 2007 

  

 

 

       

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/jancdo?fref=gs&__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARClakBnUA1b31EFI3ocUjkX9xnOMumQJzG-l7v4lCh3iJmhcHuBQ1jrTa3POuYMYDCAzpZZJFtzYMm2&dti=298220046898430&hc_location=group
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11. Claire Parker OSullivan  

Australia  

Ch Raweke Yogi Bear CCD CD  

2001-2017 

The first Griffon in Australia to 

have CCD title. Regularly 

competed in all breeds 

obedience trials. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12. Claire Parker OSullivan Australia   

Ch/Neuter Ch Raweke Bunty Bear  

2005-2020 

4 Generations with Great grandmother 

Ch/Neuter Ch Raweke Bunty Bear, getting 

kisses from her daughter, Pansie Ch Balliol 

Esmerelda Easter Egg 9yrs and her great 

granddaughter , baby Rita, Nevafollo Quick 

Quill Quotes. Looking on is grand daughter, 

Ginny, Ch Balliol 

Jinny Juniper   
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13. Constance Davis USA Our first Griff, a gift from a friend. She was a first generation American, as her 

daddy was born on London. She was the dog of our heart and lived to be 14. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14. Constance Davis   USA  Our next Griffs, Precious and Patrick. They were rescues and each lived again 

to be 14. Precious was diabetic and eventually blind. Patrick had a heart murmur. They were 

characters and are missed. 
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15. Andrew Georgiou Australia 

The heart of our home is Igby, 11 years. 

He is the first of my three boys, and a 

wonderful big brother to them. Sadly his 

lower back and hips are troubling him and 

his walking ability is declining. However, he 

is a happy chappy, eats very well and 

sleeps soundly by the fireplace. 

There may be a touch of dementia setting 

in, but then again I'm probably wearing my 

undies back to front myself this morning 

and have already lost my keys. We love 

you Igby. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16. Anne-Cathrine Furnes 

Norway 

29 May  

3 beautiful 11,5 Years old 

from same litter  

Hulda & Even lives with their 

breeder Nancy Elvin and Lotte 

lives with me and my 

bunch.Their pedigree name is 

Nordic Design Eilin(Hulda), 

Nordic Design Eyolf(Even) & 

Nordic Design Enigma(Lotte) 

Dob: 22.11.2008. 

They are all Champions, 

Hulda N & DK CH, Even 

NORD.CH & Lotte N & SE CH. 

This photo was taken 3 days ago. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/andrew.georgiou.1042?fref=gs&__tn__=%2CdC-R-R&eid=ARBrorSz3XKcxmXIy4FxqQ7tj0B2fSDATmclwzruObJTVEoLKGVytekxyTF6OEDUTGF4R0LU2UqMX3Ac&hc_ref=ARQeynSzqYRzRYBUYMqenj8rrHLScDTsBEazFkhtNR0yKOinNx7-WiLuGAtLQHRAQOs&dti=298220046898430&hc_location=group
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17. Ruth Casserley 

ΨIŀǊƭŜȅΩ 

 21/05/2005 - 03/12/2019 

Sapsorrel Point of No Return 

Harley was diagnosed with 

!ŘŘƛǎƻƴΩǎ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ нлмоΣ Ƙƛǎ 

condition was well controlled 

once his medication was 

optimised.  

He suffered from colitis and a 

heart murmur (no medication 

needed) and he had cataracts in 

later life.  

He had deformed back legs and pŀǿǎ όǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

know why as he was a rescue) but he still 

walked well, if a little slowly. He had a great 

quality of life, despite his challenges.  

He died at 14.5 years of suspected heart failure, 

at home in his favourite spot on the sofa with us 

and his sister Layla by his side  

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/ruth.casserley?fref=gs&__tn__=%2CdC-R-R&eid=ARBRqJRdebepHxCj5X44FE6D9WMbjQ-Z3YgnC7oW9vRUw05JUjiS_gXSF3RZoURKcEpBAyb5_vsULost&hc_ref=ART6SzmZSzJzk188lja8_TaDCY8KmrAWAGlTAnVmPsQ2P5utGuuRBr6hWBCLyaeH_3o&dti=298220046898430&hc_location=group
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18. Loralie Leigh Australia 

Tzani Fanny Mae (aka Ruby) - will soon be 11 

years old. 

Loves long walks and puts on a turn of speed 

regularly when playing with our other 

(younger) Griff. 

No significant health issues - occasional 

reverse sneezing is the only respiratory issue 

she seems to experience. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

19. Kelly 

Pilgrim-Byrne 

Australia 

My beautiful old 

Harvey Bean who 

died last year at 

16.5 years. We had 

his mum bred by 

Hilary Swain and 

IƛƭŀǊȅΩǎ ōƻȅ ǿŀǎ 

ǘƘŜ ǎƛǊŜΦ LǘΩǎ ǎƻ ƭƻƴƎ 

ƴƻǿ L ŎŀƴΩǘ 

remember their 

show names.  

 



14 
 

 

 

20. Jannelle Tremenheere  Australia 

 Ch Balliol Esmerelda Easteregg  aka 

Pansie Parkinson  10.5 years and still the 

boss  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

21. Jannelle Tremenheere   Australia NZ Ch Toi Toi Dance n shout aka Dance a respectable 12 and a half 

years of age. Never had any breathing problems -always sleeps with her tongue out.  
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22. Geoff Duncan 

 hǘǘƻέ wƻǎƴŘŀŜ aƻƴƪŜȅ aŀƎƛŎ ōƻǊn 2007. Insta 

@ottogriffon 

13.5 years. Still strong and happy as the day he 

came to me as a puppy. Lost a few teeth and 

going grey like me. 
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23. Alice Robinson Australia 

This is our beautiful boy Charlie 

who is coming up to 12 years of 

age  

L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜŘƛƎǊŜŜ 

but he is from the Shigriff lines. 

Other than some bladder stones, 

he has been very fit and well his 

whole life!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

24. Fern Feaver  New 

Zealand 

Kiri aged 12 and her 

daughter, Sydney 7 years  
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25. Karen S Mccutchan    USA  

Some golden oldies both 11 years 

Gracie (belge, AKC Star of Gracelan) and 

Tessa (Black and Tan, AKC Parragons 

Barefoot Contessa) my griffs. 
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26. Victoria Mercer 

   Taco aka Giggleswick Cheeky Monkey 

       11 years young 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

27. Hilary Swain Australia 

Ebony 11.11.2004 - 17.06.2020 

We had to say goodbye to Ebony, 

Conamoore Queen Amidala. She has 

gone to join her sister. Sadly missed. 
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28. Olga Baranova  Russia 

Emili of Nevskogo Hobbita, 12.5 years young 

(born Nov 27, 2007), weight 6.5 kg 

Patellas 0/0, HD free, eyes clear, SM A 

2 x European Winner, multichampion, 

International Champion 

Produced 3 litters (all born naturally) of 3, 2 

and 4 puppies - champions in each litter. 

Foundation bitch of HARPERSBAND GRIFFONS, 

still doing strong ṶṷṸ  Bless her! 

Pictured with her great-great-grandson (4th 

generation of Harpersband Griffons).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


