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Presidents Report  
As we come to the end of the year, we have seen a decline in demand for Pups. 
2023 seems to have been a year of consolidation for most people as they catch up 
on all the activities they had to put on hold during the pandemic. Weddings, house 
buying, renovations, new babies and the increased cost of living, have all been 
some of the priorities in peopleΩs lives.  
During the pandemic we had over 100 people wanting Griffons on our Buyers 

Register. At the time there were long waiting lists and on social media, there were complaints that 
breeders were not breeding to meet market demand. 
Now there are less than 20 people on the Griffon Register and some of those prefer to wait until 
next year or later. 
Reputable Griffon breeders are not commercial breeders and they did not increase breeding just 
because the market at the time demanded it. The number of Griffons bred has been stable as good 
breeders prioritise the welfare of their dogs and pups over public demand. 
However, what we have found is that the pandemic brought a wave of less reputable breeders, 
puppy farmers and scammers, who all cashed in on the naivety, ignorance and impatience of the 
general public in regards to pups. 
Some of these people were ex French Bulldog puppy farmers, who bred cross breed, multi coloured 
dogs and sold them for high prices as άrareέ. As the market dropped for French bulldogs, they 
moved to other breeds such as incorrectly coloured Boston Terriers or so called άpocket Frenchiesέ. 
There are no such dogs as pocket Frenchies. They are just unhealthy runts, kept malnourished so 
that they ŘƻƴΩǘ grow too much. 
Now these people are moving into Griffons. Gumtree has a number of so called Griffons, including a 
recent breeder who had Brindle and cream pups which Iooked like French Bulldog crosses. But the 
person was selling them as Griffons. Other unethical puppy farmers are now importing Griffons with 
dilute genes to deliberately breed, denying the proven health issues that go with dilutes. They are 
marketing these dogs as άrareέ, which of course they are not. These dishonest people will no doubt 
fool a large number of people with their outlandish claims. 
In other countries of the world, it is now illegal to breed flat faced dogs because of all the health 
issues created in Pugs and Bulldogs by the puppy farmers. These people have virtually destroyed the 
French Bulldog breed reputation with their greed and disregard for health.  
Now more than ever it is important to educate people about these puppy farmers so that buyers can 
be knowledgeable and discerning and not be fooled by the lies. Our club is trying to be proactive in 
this and we need our members to also spread the word so that our beautiful Griffon breed is not 
ruined in the same way these people have wrecked French Bulldogs.  
Also on Gumtree are scammers who have stolen ANKC Registered breederΩs details and pretend that 
they are members and registered breeders. Please to ŘƻƴΩǘ be fooled 
If anyone is contemplating buying a Griffon or knows someone thinking of buying a Griffon, please 
advise them to contact either of the clubs before they pay any money at all. That way they can be 
sure that they are not being scammed or making a puppy farmer rich 

 
From the Editor 
This is the final issue of the year and we would like to wish all our 
members and followers a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. May 2024 bring, peace and happiness for all 
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Griffon Corner 
    
Kay Pound took her boy, Basil to the Dogs in the Park 
event in Sydney and entered him in the Cutest Dog 
Competition. It was Basil's turn to shine - he won 1st 
place. He beat all the fluffy oodles in their little hats. 
tutus and bowties. Of course, as Griffon lovers, we are 
not surprised- how can any dog be cuter that a 
Griffon. Congratulations Basil 
 
 

Fern Feaver and Sandie Meads recently had a flying 
visit to Canada. They primarily went to see the 
inaugural Griffon Club Show (more about that further 
on), but also had time to do some sightseeing. 
Sandie said;έ Recently when in Canada we visited the 
Old City of Montreal.  There is a square called Le Place 
des Farmes. On one side there is the Bank of 
Montreal and on the opposite there is the Notre 
Dame Basilica.   Looking at the Notre Dame is an Englishman holding a Pug and looking at the Bank 

of Montreal a Frenchwoman with a Poodle.   
The inscription says: ά  
The English Pug and the French Poodle        
A dashing looking English man, holding his 
pug, is giving a superior stare at Notre 
Dame Basilica, symbol of the religious 
influence on French  Canadians.  
210 feet away at the northern corner of the 
edifice, a woman in a Chanel style suit, 
poodle against her, shoots an offended look 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .ŀƴƪ ƻŦ aƻƴǘǊŜŀƭΩǎ ƘŜŀŘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΣ 
symbol of English power.  
With their masters oblivious to each other, 
the two dogs on the alert have already 
sniffed out the opportunity to unite.   
(Inspired by the Commedia del ante and 
Two Solitudes from novelist Hugh 
MacLennan these two snobs set up an 
ironically touching scene of the cultural 
distance between English and French 
Canadians.)    



       The Country Griffon Bruxellois Club of NSW Inc. 

 

Jillian Mathieson has taken up pottery this year and 
created some portraits of her two boys, Morty and Roy. 
The boys are posing with their own works of art 

  

 And as if the boys are not already spoilt, they also 
have their own Gryffindor (or should that be Griffon 

Door) sign 
above their 
doggy door 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Marousa Polias and 
her husband, Luca 
travelled to Greece 
and Italy during the 
European summer. 

While it was primarily 
a family 

holiday,  they 
were able to 

catch up with 
some Griffon 

owners in 
Italy 

 Marousa said; We were lucky enough to have a mini Griffon 
meetup on the other side of the world! It was an absolute 
joy to meet some sweet Griffons and their lovely, doting 
owners! The heat was so intense leading up to the date so 
ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǎǳǊŜ ƛŦ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ meet but luckily the 
temperatures dropped and we were able to enjoy. Special 
thanks to Elisabetta Salati Chiodini, Fabricia Scarlata and 
Candida Ricchi for their enthusiasm, company and time 
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Some of the Italian Griffons and owners.  
No matter where you go- Griffon is a universal language 
 
Also among our jetsetting members, Kerry Bell and her 

daughter Emily, had a fabulous trip to Europe, taking in the sights 
in a number 
of different 
countries 
before 
finally 
ending up in 
Switzerland 
for the 
World Dog 
Show in 
Geneva. 
 
It gave them 
a wonderful 
opportunity to meet and chat with other Griffons owners and 
breeders and to also see the dog in the flesh, instead of just social 

media 
And Emily even got to handle a Griffon in the 
ring. 
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Notification of the AGM 

The Country Griffon Bruxellois Club of NSW 
Agenda 

Annual General Meeting 2023 
Not before 12 noon 
2nd December 2023 

Hillsborough 

AGENDA 
1. Members Present 
2. Apologies 
3. Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 2nd December 2017 

1. Presidents Report 
2. {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ 
3. Treasurers Report -Statement of Income and Expenditure 
4. Show Secretary Report 
5. Rescue Co Ordinator Report 

 Election of Office Bearers and Committee   
(All Members step down and Independent Chair take charge. President to take chair upon election) 
Appointment of Auditor 
Any other Business 
Close 
  
 

AGENDA 
The Country Griffon Bruxellois Club of NSW 

General Meeting 
2nd December 2023 

Hillsborough 
Time: After the Annual General Meeting 

 
In Attendance: 
Apologies: 
 
Treasurers Report: 
Secretary- Minutes of Previous meeting 
                    Outgoing Correspondence: 
                    Incoming Correspondence: 
                    Business Arising 
New members:  to be voted on 
 
GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
ωShow Committee Report  
Trophies 2024 
Update on show organisation 
Other show business 
 
ω9ǾŜƴǘǎ 
Christmas Party 
 
ωDǊƛŦŦƻƴ .ǳȅŜǊ wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ wŜǇƻǊǘ  
 
General Business 
 

Any Other Business 
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The Country Griffon Bruxellois Club of NSW 
Annual General Meeting 2023 

Nomination Form 
                    2nd December 2023 

                    Hillsborough 

Position Person Nominated Nominated by  Seconded Accept 
Nomination 

President 
 

    

Vice President 
 

    

Secretary 
 

    

Treasurer 
 

    

Committee 
    

Registrar 
    

Events Co Ordinator 
    

Committee Member(Social 
Media/PR) 

    

Committee Member 
    

Committee Member 
    

Show Committee 
    

Show Manager 
    

Show Secretary 
    

Trophy Manager 
    

Non Committee Positions 
    

Rescue Co-Ordinator 
    

Patrons(2) 
    

 
    

Please Note:  

¶ If written nominations are received, they will be the nominations that will be voted upon. 
Nominations will not be called from the floor if written nominations have been received. Written 
nominations can be emailed to the secretary and must reach her by 5pm on 26th November 2023 

                If no written nominations have been received then nominations will be called from the floor 

¶ If you are unable to attend the meeting but wish to be nominated you may nominate and email the 
form to the Secretary at  nevaending@hotmail.com 

¶ If you nominate another person who is not attending the meeting then ensure that they have signed 
ǘƘŜ Ψ!ŎŎŜǇǘ bƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΩ ŎƻƭǳƳƴ 

¶ You must be a financial member in order to vote 

¶ Nominees for the 4 Executive positions must be financial members of Dogs NSW 
¶ Members must be financial at the time of the meeting in order to vote 

 
 

mailto:nevaending@hotmail.com
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 Dog Lovers Show 

The Dog Lovers Show was held on 26th and 27th 
August at Sydney Olympic Park.  
Our club has supported this show since its very 
first event and have used it as an opportunity to 
educate the public about our breed and about 
the differences between ethical breeders  

The Club stand prior to the arrival crowds  

 
who breed to preserve breeds and 
commercial breeders who only breed 
for income. 

 
Victoria and her gang meeting the Dog Lover officials 
before the doors opened 
 
 

Organising the club stand is a big job that starts 
in January and if it wasnΩt for our hard-working 
volunteers, it would not be possible. 
Victoria Mercer is the club coordinator and she 
liaises with Dog Lovers, organises the roster of 
volunteers to man the stand, organises the set 

up and pull down and is the person 
on site to manage it. As she lives near 
Orange, some 5 hours out of Sydney, 
it is a big undertaking.  
This year, Victoria, along with Terri 
and Grant  Odell organised the set up 
on the Friday .  

Victoria, Terri and Grant 
 
They also manned the stand on 
Saturday along with Michelle Parker 
Brien .  
On Sunday , Victoria Manned the 
stand with Marousa Polias and 
Bethan and Richard Flood , who also  
did the Pull down. 
The crowds were steady but not as 
huge as the pre pandemic years but 
everyone was taken with the Griffons.  
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Apart from the usual comments about Ewoks, 
the other most common question was άAre 
they full grown?έ  
Many people were surprised when 
introduced to a 10 year old that they had 

thought was a puppy. 
A number of people also asked about breathing and 
longevity so it is good to know that the message is 
getting through. They were reassured when told 
that well bred Griffons from reputable breeders 
almost never have breathing issues and that a well 
bred and cared for Griffon will live to 14-16 years of age with few health issues apart from those 

associated with old age. 
The calmness of the dogs and 
the happy friendly 
personalities were also a big 
hit. 
Education people is an 
important role for the club 
and we could not do it without 
the generous help from our 
members. 
If you feel that you and your 
Griffons would like to come  

 
and spend half a day on the stand chatting to people and 
telling them what great dogs Griffons are, then keep 
August 2024 in mind.  
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Performance  Achievements 

In these days of influencers, activists and extremists, all hellbent on attacking brachycephalic breeds, 
based on information from the poorest bred examples, it is heartening to see Griffons performing so 
well in so many activities and excelling against the more conventional breeds 

 

Scentwork Griffons 

Although Griffons are not considered a scenting breed, unlike some of the Gundogs and Scent 
Hounds, more and more Griffons have been blitzing it in scent work on both sides of the country. 
They have been competing with all different breeds of dogs and have held their own. Scent work is a 
very supportive sport and it creates confidence and a close bond with owner and dog. Our Griffons 
are proving that a short nose can still function just as effectively as a long nose 
 

In Western Australia, Kelly Pilgrim Byrnes little team of 
Griffons continue to over achieve 
Her black rough boy, Sid,passed his 3rd and final 
!ŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ 9ȄǘŜǊƛƻǊǎ {ŎŜƴǘ ²ƻǊƪ ǘǊƛŀƭΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƘŜΩǎ 
now in Excellent for Vehicles and Exteriors where hides 
can be up to 1.2 metres  
 
Kelly described the trial 
We had our last scent work trial of the year last night and 
Sid was entered into Advanced containers and Advanced 
Interiors. 
He was ah-
mazing! 
Qualified in 
both elements 
and even 
managed a 4th 
place in 
Interiors! 
58% pass rate 
for Containers 
and he found 
both hides in 
53.44 seconds! 
35% pass rate 

for interiors which was a music theme and visually a lot 
of items, including musical notes and CDs stuck to the 
walls. Two walls were included in the search area. 
Anyway, he was a little superstar and found both hides in 
1.15.05 and would have been quicker ƛŦ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ 
tell the silly human twice that the second odour was 
under a CD stuck to the wall! 
 
IŜ ƴƻǿ ƴŜŜŘǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻƴŜ ƳƻǊŜ Ǉŀǎǎ ƛƴ /ƻƴǘŀƛƴŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ Ƙƛǎ !ŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ǘƛǘƭŜΗ IŜΩǎ ƴƻǿ ƛƴ 
Excellent level for 3 elements - eeeek! 
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Jillian Mathieson and Karen 
Hutchings in NSW, have been doing 
well with Roy and Evee.  
At the recent Tamworth trial, they 
both had success 
 
Eevee passed her final test and 
gained her Novice Scent Work title.  
Another titled Griffon and now onto 
bigger and better things in Advanced 
Scent work. 
 
Photos of a very proud Evee with her 
Qualifications and nailing in on her 
final test in a Vehicle search 
 

 
Roy gained one pass, 
leaving him with only 
one more pass to gain 
his title.  
Evee and Roy were also 
able to have a Griffon 
get together at the trial 
As Jillian reported-
άGriffons seem to 
instantly like other 
GǊƛŦŦƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ 
the same for their 
owners!  
LǘΩǎ been wonderful to 

meet and catch up with Karen (and Eevee) due 
to scent work trials.  
¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ Ƴȅ wƻȅ ŀƴŘ YŀǊŜƴΩǎ 9ŜǾŜŜ 
competed. Although we didnΩt always pass our 
elements, I am excited that Roy is now one off 
his Novice title - and Eevee has already got 
hers and now competing in advanced!έ 
 

 
 
Roy didnΩt stop there. With one 
more qualification to get he nailed it 
in Sydney,  gaining his final pass in 
Containers and giving him his title.
























































