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The aims of the club are: 
To promote the Griffon Bruxellois and Petit Brabancon breed.  
To highlight the versatility of the breed as a loving and loyal pet, and a show and performance dog  
To promote good sportsmanship and good fellowship among members at all times  
To show respect and courtesy to all members in an atmosphere free of bullying and intimidation  
To support responsible and ethical breeding practices of Griffons  
To provide advice and support for Griffon owners 
To support and recommend testing of health issues relevant to Griffons based on genuine scientific research, both local 
and international.  
To provide a rescue service for Griffons  
To promote friendship and social activities among all Griffon owners  
To educate Griffon owners about grooming, training and responsible ownership  
To work in partnership with other responsible Griffon Bruxellois Clubs of Australia 
and internationally for the betterment of the breed 

Celebrations 

Ros and Dave 
Finch celebrated 

Australia Day 
with the 
Griffons 

 
Billy, George 
and Porthos 
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celebrated the 
Coronation
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  Paint me like those 
French Girls 

Morty, Ronald and Minerva- 
preparing their Tinder photos
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Presidents Report  
The first half of the year has been busy for the club and exhibitors with Sydney 
Royal, our own club double show, a Griffon meet up and planning for Dog Lovers 
later this year. 
The Championship shows were highly successful and saw a strong entry of 40 
Griffons.  We have a number of highly dedicated breeders in NSW and the quality 
of Griffons exhibited was very high and consistent, giving the judges a challenge to 

find a winner. We were also happy to welcome some first- time exhibitors and hope that they 
enjoyed the experience. 
All ethical breeders and Griffon owners have been concerned to see that a small group of NSW 
puppy farmers are now planning to breed dilute coloured Griffons, despite all the research that 
indicates potential health issues. These people clearly have no respect for breeds or the long term 
welfare of the dogs that they breed as they also produce multi coloured dogs of other breeds and 
take delight in announcing that they have ΨpocketΩ versions of these breeds. This is the behaviour of 
people who only breed for money.  
This type of unscrupulous breeding has been occurring in Europe, the UK and USA for sometime and 
as a club we can only hope to educate Griffon owners and buyers so that they wonΩt be taken for 
suckers by these greedy breeders.  
Our club will be working with the Victorian Griffon Bruxellois club to educate and advise buyers and 
owners to help them avoid future heartache 
We can only urge people to ensure that they get their Griffon from a reputable breeder and contact 

the clubs for information before committing any money.  

From the Editor 
This is a large issue, combining news from Australia and overseas. We 
have some important articles on the health issues connected with 
breeding dilute colours and also research 
on cleft palates. 

The club will be having a breed stand at the Dog Lovers Show in Sydney 
and the information on the show and how to volunteer is also available. 
As well we have the usual reports on shows, point scores, gatherings, 
birthdays and Griffon activities. I hope you enjoy reading it. 

One of the great things about our 
Griffon community is that it brings 
people together from all walks of life 
to share our love of Griffons 

 Meet Some Members 

From Western Australia- Alex Deasey , 
Tango and Kelly Pilgrim Byrne 

 
From Queensland- Jocelyn Croad- 

International All Breeds judge 
 
 
 
 

From New Zealand ς Fern Feaver 
 
 

From Russia- Olga Baranova and 
Vasilina Rostomova 
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Griffon Corner 
It has been a busy time for babies with some of our 
club members. 
Congratulations to long time club members, Terri and 
Grant Odell, who became proud grandparents for the 
first time when daughter Kelly presented them with a 
baby boy, Charlie. 
 
 
 
Also proud 
first time 

grandparents are Tania and Danny 
Wilson, who now have a grand 
daughter, Stevie. Freddie the Griffon 
approves of his new family member 
 
Other Griffons have also been happy 
to welcome a two legged sibling to 
the family 

 
 
Nergal checking out his new sister 

 
Igor approves of his new sister 

 

 
 

Esme inspecting her new 
baby brother 
 
 
 

 
 
Tiffany Barlogie welcomed Hudson into the family
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Some of our members have also been on the 
sick list and we send them best wishes for a 
speedy recovery 

 
Sending our best wishes to John Meads. He 

and Sandie were having a wonderful 
European holiday when he was knocked over 

in a London street and fell breaking his 
pelvis. He is now in St Thomas Hospital 

undergoing treatment. Get well soon  
 

 

 
Fern Feaver has been out of action with a tear in her leg 
muscle. Hoping that she is up and about soon 

 
 

Dave Finch 
has been in 
and out of 

hospital with 
pericarditis, 

a reaction to 
his 5th covid 

booster. I 
am happy to 
say that he is 

now on the mend and recovering 
 
 
 
And on a happier note: 
Our Assistant Secretary, Sharyn Wood, has been traveling to 
Japan.  
 
I donΩt think she 
will be replacing 
her Griffons 
with any other 
dogs in the near 
future 
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Vale Tom 
Couchman 
It is with great sadness that 
I report the passing of Tom 
Couchman, Patron and Life 
member of our club, at the 
beginning of June 2023. 
The club owes a debt to 
Tom and without his 
support and advice, over 
10 years ago when the club 
was torn apart by a few 
toxic people, the club  
would not exist. 
It was Tom who suggested 
our point score, which is 
still well supported today. 
And it was Tom who 
provided support and 
advice to get the club 
established to become the 
success it now is. 
Tom was always willing to assist and printed out catalogues for every championship show, free of 
charge to the club. Sadly, the catalogues he printed for 2023 are the last ones. 
His knowledge of ANKC constitutional rules was legendary and he was a vast source of knowledge 
that he was always willing to share 
Tom did not want a funeral or any fuss when he died but I print below the eulogy written by his 
brother. Our sympathies go to his family and his husband of over 50 years, Tony White. 
 
Notice of the passing of Tom Couchman by his brother Phil (my cousins) 
Phil Couchman III was with Tom Couchman, Tony White, Vicki Ann  
and Carole Couchman 
My brother Tom Couchman lost his 8 month battle with multiple cancers last night. The Couchman 
family are grateful to Vicki Greening (Vicki Ann), his sister, for her selfless act in being with Tom for 
the past week as this moment approached.  
We particularly think of his husband Tony White at this time as we know just how much Tom 
contributed to their 52 year partnership and how much Tony will miss him. We also think of our sister 
Carole Couchman (Jannuzzi) in Sorrento, Italy, knowing how much she adored Tom and our brother 
Stewart in Adelaide currently suffering from a nasty respiratory infection rhinovirus. 

 

 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀŘ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŀƎǊŀǇƘ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŎƛƴƎ άhƴŜ 
ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ¢ƻƳ ŘƛŘΧΧέΦ 
Whilst Tom did not want any fuss made over his passing or any form of gathering I think it is 
important to mention just a few things that many of you will not know that will give you a better 
appreciation of the inherent goodness of this man and of his impressive intellect. 
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Tom and I both passed the 
examinations to be admitted 
to Erskineville Selective 
Primary School and 
Canterbury Boys Selective 
High School. Tom followed 
me 1 year later in each class 
and he was 3 years behind 
John Howard, one of 
!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ 
Prime Ministers.  
 

 
Tom and his husband, Tony, 

earlier this year 

 
 
Tom left Canterbury before he was due to sit for his Intermediate Certificate which was disappointing 
at the time given his abilities proven later in life with Mitsubishi Australia Ltd and also his post 
retirement activities. He then moved into variouǎ ǊƻƭŜǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ aƛǘǎǳōƛǎƘƛ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƭŀǘŜ нлΩǎΦ Lǘ 
should be emphasised that this was the parent corporation not the subsidiary, Mitsubishi Motors. 
Tom rose in the ranks to be Deputy Managing Director and Company Secretary by the time he retired 
as the highest ranked Australian in the company world-wide.  
When he retired he turned his considerable talents to Dogs NSW in the course of which he was 
elected to the committee eventually becoming chairman for a number of years. He also became the 
secretary of multiple clubs, ran numerous dog shows and was a steward then ultimately a judge. His 
incredible attention to detail and managerial abilities were evident in all his actions. There were 
hundreds of messages sent to Tom after his condition became known expressing gratitude for his 
help both on a personal level as well as on an administrative level. These surprised Tom but I assured 
him that these messages were simply evidence of how much his hard work had helped and influenced 
people in the dog world. On behalf of the family thank you for your kind words and particularly to the 
Gunnedah Kennel Club members for the plaque they have prepared in his honour . 
There was a period when Tom stepped away from the dog world, due possibly to burnout, but he 
returned to running shows and cataloguing for a few years until the disease became evident. We as a 
family noticed during the break that he had the time to be much more involved with us and we were 
grateful for that. 
One amazing thing that Tom did over recent years was to set up the Central Coast Coronavirus Info 
group on Facebook. This group had 19,000 followers, He put his investigative talents to work on 
researching the multitudinous changes that were continually occurring Australia wide, updating 
people and helping them to negotiate the minefields of conflicting information that were confusing 
us during those difficult years. The local Member of Parliament recorded a video in the NSW State 
Parliament building expressing her appreciation to Tom for his work stating that his work had 
definitely saved lives.  
He faced the disease and his various treatments just like he faced everything else ς head on. We were 
tremendously grateful that, despite having a large brain tumour that had to be surgically removed 
twice plus 8 other brain lesions that needed radiotherapy, Tom retained his intellect and ability to 
handle his affairs until just a couple of weeks ago. Tom would have hated his faculties being impaired 
so that was a real blessing to him and us.  
I apologise for the length of this tribute but I can assure you that I have tried to confine myself to just 
a few important things. 
 

RIP Tom Couchman
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Griffons 
Sleeping  

 
Remy and Poppy, snoozing in the 

garden 

Zsa Zsa asleep on the table  

Roy, asleep with his favourite toilet 
roll 

 
Elijah and Niklaus snuggled 

 
Hart asleep with Dad  
 

 
Beedle and Siegfried- 
Griffon pillow 
 

 
 

Neville and Betty, sleep together but donΩt 
touch me 

 
Brax sleeping with his ribbon 
 

 
 
Pansie- 
invisible 
when 
sleeping 
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2023 Championship 
Shows 

The 2023 shows were held on 
April 1st, in sunshine and 
perfect autumn weather.  We 
had a good entry of 40 and few 
absentees. 
The club had the usual high 
standard trophy table and we 
are very grateful for the 
support of our members who 
so generously sponsored the 

trophies. It takes a 
village and we 
couldnΩt do it 
without you. 
This year we trialled 
a grazing table, 
supplied by the 
CNCC caterer, 
Cherie Bryson. It 
was a huge success 
and looked 

fabulous. The club also supplied the traditional complimentary bubbly.  
 
The shows 
opened as 
usual, with 
our parade 
of Golden 
Oldies, which 
is open to 
every Griffon 
over 10 years 
of age, free 
of charge. 
This year we 
had  7 
Golden 
Oldies 
ranging from  
10 years to 
14 years. 
 
 
Golden Oldies-   
(L-R)   Jannelle Tremenheere with Dumbledore- Gr Ch Balliol Gellert Grindalwald (12 .5yrs), Michelle Parker Brien with Dolly-
Ch Balliol Dolly Dimple (14yrs) and Gertie-Gr Ch Balliol Gertie Giggles (12.5yrs). Jillian Mathieson with Sprout- Ch Sibermoon 
Ms Banks to You(10.5yrs), Claire Parker O Sullivan and Henry with Ludwig, Ch/ Neut Ch Balliol Fezzywig Fever(13yrs) and 
Squirrel- Neut Ch Bonzabull Squirrlel Nutkin (10yrs) and Ashleigh Barber Dale with Neville- Sup Ch Cricklewood Night of 
Magic in Paris(11yrs)






































































































