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Vice President Ashleigh Barber 
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The aims of the club are: 
To promote the Griffon Bruxellois and Petit Brabancon breed.  
To highlight the versatility of the breed as a loving and loyal pet, and a show and performance dog  
To promote good sportsmanship and good fellowship among members at all times  
To show respect and courtesy to all members in an atmosphere free of bullying and intimidation  
To support responsible and ethical breeding practices of Griffons  
To provide advice and support for Griffon owners 
To support and recommend testing of health issues relevant to Griffons based on genuine scientific research, both local 
and international.  
To provide a rescue service for Griffons  
To promote friendship and social activities among all Griffon owners  
To educate Griffon owners about grooming, training and responsible ownership  
To work in partnership with other responsible Griffon Bruxellois Clubs of Australia and internationally for the betterment of 
the breed 

 
 
 

There were 5 in bed 
and the little one said 
άroll overέ 

 
 
 

Roy and Morty being 
the best boys

Cover Dog Lovers Day 1 Volunteers and our 
hardworking Events coordinatoer- Victoria Mercer 
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Sarah Peddie Mc Guirk 
Claire Parker OSullivan 
Marousa Polias 
Events Committee 
Victoria Mercer (Chair) 
Tom Gregory (Sydney) 
Club Website -griffonsnsw 
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 Show Committee  
Michelle Parker Brien -Show Manager 
Claire Parker OSullivanς Show Secretary 
Sarah Peddie Mc Guirk ς Trophy Manager 
Matt O Sullivan- Treasurer 
Jannelle Tremenheere- Secretary 
nevaending@hotmail.com 
Non Committee Positions 
Rescue Officers- Adam and Jannelle Tremenheere 
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Presidents Report 
Our club year is drawing to a close and this issue has information about 
the AGM. The club is very successful and despite covid we have still been 
active in promoting our wonderful breed and educating and advising 
people about responsible breeders. Behind the scenes the executive have 
been providing advice and support to all Griffon owners or potential 
Griffon owners, club members or otherwise. The President and Secretary 
usually answer several questions every week.  
Our extremely hard-working Assistant Secretary and Registrar, Sharyn 

Wood, has dealt with hundreds of inquiries, provided reams of information and advice and assisted 
breeders and buyers alsike to get a dog from a responsible breeder. 
Our Events Co Ordinator, Victoria Mercer, has just finished organising the Dog Lovers show with the 
months of organisation and coordination that it requires. 
And our committee have been meeting and managing the club behind the scenes.  
All of this work, and some of it is substantial, is carried out by volunteers for the love of the breed. 
Many of them have full time work, have litters of pups, have family responsibilities on top of all the 
work. The club could not survive without their dedication and professionalism. 
We are always welcoming new members who would like to assist with the running of the club and 
we always welcome advice that will help the club function more effectively and reach a wider 
audience to promote the message of responsible breeding, buying and ownership 
 We are also pleased to be able to announce some gatherings and activities after such a long 
enforced break. For the first time in three years we will once again hold our club Griffmas party for 
all Griffons, owners and four legged friends. We look forward to seeing everyone there 

 
From the Editor 
This issue has information regarding a couple of griffon gatherings 
including the club Christmas party, scheduled after 3 years. We look 
forward to welcoming everyone. 
There is also an article on the death of the Queen. Even though she 
didnΩt own Griffons she was a true lover of dogs and she bred dogs 
and appreciated all breeds of dogs and the work that they were bred 
to do. 

We also have the nomination forms and agenda for the AGM and the general meeting that will 
follow it, as well as news from interstate and overseas.  

 
 
Archie looking 
dignified 
 
 
 

Obi, modelling smart 
casual 
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Support Responsible 

Breeders
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Griffon Corner 

 
 
Sending our best wishes to club member, Ros Finch, who 
had an accident and tore the tendons in her leg. After 
major surgery, she is now confined to 6 weeks rest 
followed by a moon boot for a further 6 or more weeks to 
allow her leg to heal. 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ashleigh Barber and Tiffany Dale celebrated their marriage with three of the Griffons as page boys 
and bridesmaids. What could be more perfect.  Congratulations and our best wishes to Mrs and Mrs 
Barber Dale 
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Vale Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 

As I write this, the world and more particularly 
the UK is in mourning for the passing of Her 
Majesty Elizabeth II.  Out of respect we give this 
tribute to a famous dog lover. 
  
Among her many other qualities Her Majesty 
was renown as an animal lover and particularly 
a dog lover. She didnΩt own Griffons but she was 
a UK Kennel Club Breeder with two prefixes. She 
bred her Corgis under the Windsor Prefix and 
she bred working Labradors under the 

Sandringham prefix. 
 
She is most famous for having Corgis and in this she has a connection with Australia.  
She got her first Corgi in 1933 when she was seven years old 
The Duke of York, Elizabeth's father, approached a respected breeder named Thelma Gray who 
brought the family three puppies from her Rozavel kennels in Surrey to choose from. 
They settled on a little corgi officially called Rozavel Golden Eagle and he was called Dookie. 
In 1944, when she turned 18, Princess Elizabeth got Susan.  
Away from the cameras, Princess Elizabeth and Susan were inseparable. When the time came to 
breed Susan, Her Majesty , again turned to Thelma, provider of her childhood puppies, to find Susan 
a mate. Rozavel Lucky Strike was the dog for the job, and founded a line of Windsor Pembroke 
corgis, which continued for 14 generations. 
 
Thelma Grey later migrated to Australia and lived in Adelaide.  
The Adelaide Hills Kennel Club is unique in that it holds a Royal connection directly with Her Majesty, 
Queen Elizabeth II. The February 1986 Expo Show was a world first in that a perpetual trophy was 
presented for the 
Best of Breed Welsh 
Corgi Pembroke.  
This trophy was a 
personal gesture by 
Her Majesty in 
memory of the late 
Mrs Thelma Gray, 
her personal friend, 
who bred her first 
corgis. There is no 
other club, of any 
description in the 
world that has this 
very special, and 
unique connection 
with The Queen. In 
February 2002, then 
secretary, Lesley 
Mackness, arranged ŦƻǊ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ vǳŜŜƴΩǎ ¢ǊƻǇƘȅ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ŎƻǊƎƛǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴŜǊǎ ǘƻ 
meet Her Majesty in the grounds of Government House, an event which was covered by the press, 
radio and tv around the world. 
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The Queen also bred 
working Labradors 
and her Sandringham 
dogs were famous for 
quality and working 
ability.  She was a 
keen competitor in 
Working Gundog trials 
and her dogs were 
frequent winners in 
Gundog trials 
 
The Queen's 
Sandringham kennels 
produced 7 Labrador 
field trial champions 
over three decades.  
Five of these were 

made up by her Gundog Trainer and later Headkeeper Bill Meldrum.  
Two others were owned and made up by two historic gundog handlers: Mrs J.K. Heywood-Lonsdale, 
the mother of The Duchess of Devonshire, and Dave Garbutt,  as one of the top handlers of the 
modern era: he is the only person to win the IGL Retriever Championship three times with three 
different dogs that he bred himself. 
While the duties of monarchy did not allow her time to fully train the dogs she was a hands on 
owner and actively planned and bred the dogs, showing a clear understanding or pedigree and 
working ability of the dogs. 
The list below identifies the breeder, owner and handler of each champion as well as runs in the IGL 
Retriever Championship.  
FTCh Sherry of Biteabout 
Breeder: Mr W. Davidson 
Owner: Her Majesty The Queen 
Handler: Mr W.G. Meldrum (1966, 1968, 1969) 
FTCh Sandringham Ranger 
Breeder/Owner: Her Majesty The Queen 
Handler: Mr L.J. Curtis (1962) 
Handler: Mr W.G. Meldrum (1964, 1965) 
FTCh Sandringham Slipper 
Breeder/Owner: Her Majesty The Queen 
Handler: Mr W.G. Meldrum (1968, 1969, 1970, 1971) 
FTCh Sandringham Sydney 
Breeder/Owner: Her Majesty The Queen 
Handler: Mr W.G. Meldrum (1972, 1973, 1975, 1976) 
FTCh Sandringham Magpie 
Breeder: Her Majesty The Queen 
Owner/Handler: Mr Dave Garbutt (1975) 
FTCh Sandringham Moccasin 
Breeder: Her Majesty The Queen 
Owner/Handler: Mrs J.K. Heywood-Lonsdale (1976, 1978) 
FTCh Sandringham Salt 
Breeder/Owner: Her Majesty The Queen 
Handler: Mr W.G. Meldrum (1980, 1982)  
 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/abcnews.au/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVEsKV9L7plG-unK8aoredVrOUfoEysUKF-Zwr6IIjX173jSWxz9g8y4TFbNeTXLhnfPEhVO1yfSg_GLmGyoswmABOdYeI3jlblBHdghf9qiMyz2tIwnxINO20-TWrGJQo&__tn__=%3C%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/abcnews.au/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVEsKV9L7plG-unK8aoredVrOUfoEysUKF-Zwr6IIjX173jSWxz9g8y4TFbNeTXLhnfPEhVO1yfSg_GLmGyoswmABOdYeI3jlblBHdghf9qiMyz2tIwnxINO20-TWrGJQo&__tn__=%3C%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=2458777000814201&set=gm.2258167027746947&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUIoJC1Pfz-N9iENZ6FwKFScTy62upP6BF2i6fD_Dhde96WG9BwotQsGLRP5uy7je87V4yibpBbJ791fv_hm-9Gs7wRMcQ5NnHBU_7R6AQuDIS426ZmZ_A1zDxsbtoCnCP7DlnHuIQaPKslMQlApd4w&__tn__=EH-R
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The Queens 
Gundogs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Her Majesty also allowed her grounds at Sandringham Estate and Balmoral to be used for Pointer 
and Setter Trials. I recall a friend who had working Setters recounting how the Queen would wander 
down to watch the dogs working and chat with the competitors when she was in residence. 
The grounds at Sandringham were used for many years for these trials and poignantly, the last trial 
was held there on Thursday 8th & Friday 9th September 2022, the day of her death. 
 
She was also aware of the dangers of breed popularity and insisted that her dogs were part of her 
private life.  She was aware of the danger to breeds of over popularity. 
Her dogs were an integral part of her life for as a child and for her 70 years as a Monarch 
Vale.  
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Dates for Your Diary 
Griffon 
Get 
Together 
SYDNEY GRIFFON 
OWNERS 
Put this date in 
your diary 
 
The next Sydney 
Griffon meet up is 
at 2pm on the 25th 
September It will 
be next to Bellevue 
Cottage on 
Blackwattle Bay. 
See map for 
details. All very 
informal. Just turn 
up. 
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Club Griffmas Party 
When: December 4th  2022 

Where : Colongra Bay  

Colongra Bay  Road                                                    

Lake Munmorah . 

Time:  Commencing at 11am  
Colongra Bay is halfway between Newcastle and Sydney and is easy to 

reach . 

From Sydney - Travel up the M1. 

Take the Charlestown turnoff. Go 

through Doyalson.  

Colongra Bay Rd is on your right just 

past the Shopping centre.  

From Newcastle - Go through Belmont and Swansea to 

get to the Doyalson.  

Colongra Bay Rd will be on your left before the 

shopping 

centre.  

BYO 

Lunch 

BBQ 

facilities 

are 

available.  

Colongra 

Bay is on the lake and has a jetty.  

Both dogs and people can paddle or swim in 

the lake.  

It is also ideal for paddle boa rds if any 

members would like to bring them.  

It has a path around it and it is a pleasant 

walk for the dogs with a lot of water birds  

It has a BBQ area in a shaded area and just 

across from the path there is more seating 

in a shaded area.  

There is a clean toilet block  

There is a large grassed area and a fully 

fenced and well - maintained dog run area . 

 It is at the end of a quiet road with little 

traffi c. 

Griffons are invited to bring their owners 

for a fun day  
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Notification of the AGM 

The Country Griffon Bruxellois Club of NSW 
Agenda 

Annual General Meeting 2022 
Not before 12 noon 
26 November 2022 

Hillsborough 

AGENDA 
1. Members Present 
2. Apologies 
3. Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 2nd December 2017 
1. Presidents Report 
2. {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ 
3. Treasurers Report -Statement of Income and Expenditure 
4. Show Secretary Report 
5. Rescue Co Ordinator Report 

 Election of Office Bearers and Committee   
(All Members step down and Independent Chair take charge. President to take chair upon election) 
Appointment of Auditor 
Any other Business 
Close 
  
 

AGENDA 
The Country Griffon Bruxellois Club of NSW 

General Meeting 
26 November 2022 

Castle Hill 
Time: After the Annual General Meeting 

 
In Attendance: 
Apologies: 
 
Treasurers Report: 
Secretary- Minutes of Previous meeting 
                    Outgoing Correspondence: 
                    Incoming Correspondence: 
                    Business Arising 
New members:  to be voted on 
 
GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
ωShow Committee Report  
Trophies 2019 
Update on show organisation 
Other show business 
 
ω9ǾŜƴǘǎ 
Christmas Party 
 
ωDǊƛŦŦƻƴ .ǳȅŜǊ wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ wŜǇƻǊǘ  
 
General Business 
 

Any Other Business 
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The Country Griffon Bruxellois Club of NSW 
Annual General Meeting 2022 

Nomination Form 
                    26 November 2022 

                    Hillsborough 

Position Person Nominated Nominated by  Seconded Accept 
Nomination 

President 
 

    

Vice President 
 

    

Secretary 
 

    

Treasurer 
 

    

Committee 
    

Registrar 
    

Events Co Ordinator 
    

Committee Member(Social 
Media/PR) 

    

Committee Member 
    

Committee Member 
    

Show Committee 
    

Show Manager 
    

Show Secretary 
    

Trophy Manager 
    

Non Committee Positions 
    

Rescue Co-Ordinator 
    

Patrons(2) 
    

 
    

Please Note:  

¶ If written nominations are received they will be the nominations that will be voted upon. Nominations 
will not be called from the floor if written nominations have been received. Written nominations can 
be emailed to the secretary and must reach her by 5pm on 19th November 2022 

                If no written nominations have been received then nominations will be called from the floor 

¶ If you are unable to attend the meeting but wish to be nominated you may nominate and email the 
form to the Secretary at  nevaending@hotmail.com 

¶ If you nominate another person who is not attending the meeting then ensure that they have signed 
ǘƘŜ Ψ!ŎŎŜǇǘ bƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΩ ŎƻƭǳƳƴ 

¶ You must be a financial member in order to vote 

¶ Nominees for the 4 Executive positions must be financial members of Dogs NSW 
 

 
 
 

mailto:nevaending@hotmail.com
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2022 
Dog 
Lovers 
Show 
After a three 
year hiatus due 
to Covid, the 
Dog Lovers 

Show in Sydney finally happened on 
the 6th and 7th August. This time it 
was at Sydney Olympic Park, a much 
larger venue and the crowds were 
huge. 
The Country Griffon Bruxellois Club 
of NSW had a breed stand again and 
once more the Griffons were 
popular. Our club has participated in 
this event every year since its 
inception and it has become a club 
tradition.  
Unlike some of the commercial 
breeders, the purpose of the Breed 
Stand is not to sell pups but to 

educate the 
public 
about 
Griffons 
and about 
responsible 
breeders.  
                                       
Some of the 
breed 
information 
on display 
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Thanks must go to Victoria Mercer who did a fantastic 
job in difficult circumstances to get the breed stand 
set up and running. The volunteer roster is split in to 4 
sessions of morning and afternoon. In this way we are 
able to give the dogs a rest from so much 
overwhelming attention and also give volunteers a 
chance to look around the venue at all the other 
stands We usually try to have an experienced Griffon 
owner/s on the stand along with some newer owners.  
 
Victoria Mercer 
 
This year due to several volunteers contracting Covid 
at the last minute, and several others either with a 
litter of pups or expecting a litter, it reduced the 
number of experienced Griffon breeders/owners. 

Victoria, who lives near Orange, had to do all four sessions for the weekend to fill in some last 
minute gaps; a long and exhausting weekend for her. 
 

 
The Griffons 
lapped up the 
attention as 
usual, displaying 
their fabulous 
personalities and 
they had large 
crowds the 
whole weekend 
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And of course, we could not have done it without the fabulous club members who volunteered to 
help on the stand along with their Griffons. Our 
club is proud to have such a supportive 
membership who help promote responsible 
breeding and our great little Griffons. 
 

 
 
 
 


















































