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Presidents Report
Hello Members,
As this is my first report as incoming President I’d like to thank Alison Sutcliffe and her hard working
committee for the work they have done over the past years, and I look forward to working with the
current committee.
The club is in a great financial position at this stage, but more good will is needed to bring the club back
to the happy atmosphere it once had. I’d like to call on ALL members to be more proactive in club
affairs and activities, and put the breed above personal beliefs and promote the breed how we should
be.
I look forward to meeting everybody on the weekend and if you have any suggestions, please feel free
to come up and talk to me, and the best of luck to all exhibitors.
There will be after show drinks and nibbles supplied by the club in an effort to promote good will and
giving you an opportunity to speak with the judges.
Yours in sport,
Lance Stephenson.

Upcoming Events :
Nov 19th & 20th – BTCV Champ & Specialty Shows KCC Park
Judges: Claudia & Ray Sharp
Dec 11th – Big Day Out For Dogs KCC Park
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Hi Members,
First of all I’d like to welcome Lance Stephenson into the
role of President. He has a wealth of committee experience
and knowledge to contribute to our club. I’d also like to
welcome Adam Combes who has come on board. And
thanks to all the guys who re-stood for their positions. Our
committee has not had so much male representation for a
long time which is great when we need heavy lifting!
I would also like to thank Alison Sutcliffe for her time in
the role of President. I have been on and off committee
over the past fifteen years and Alison has been on and off
just as many times and has been a great friend and mentor. I
have no doubt that at some point in the future, after a wellearned break, she will probably be back again! She has
always put her hand up when the club needed her, a
commendable quality!
I hope everyone will support our upcoming November
shows and our two USA judges Claudia and Ray Sharp.
With entries down over the last few years, if we don’t get
this support it will make it hard for us to bring out great
international judges in the future. Even if you don’t show,
come down with your bully and buy a snag off the BBQ, or
a raffle ticket, or bid on our auction (we always have some
interesting Bull Terrier items for auction).
Please take the time to look at the article in this newsletter
on Animal Health Trust, a company dedicated to DNA
research on animal hereditary disease. With the lack of
DNA being submitted, it is hard for any research to be
conducted so the club has organised for DNA sample kits to
be sent to us so we can have a DNA drive. I would
encourage breeders and owners of pedigree bullies to
support this drive, all information provided is confidential.
We cannot make progress on genetic disease without
breeder contributions.
It is also important that we lobby the government over the
proposed legislation which affects anyone who owns a
fertile dog. This legislation is lumping hobby breeders in
with puppy farmers and this could be devastating to the
purebred dog world. I totally support stopping puppy
farmers but I do not think this legislation is quite right.
Cheers Deb Patterson
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Secretary Report
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Kill Fleas & Other Bugs without Harming Your Pets or
the Planet

We are very excited to announce that we are now carrying food grade fossil shell flour Diatomaceous
Earth. Our Fossil Shell Flour is Pure Freshwater Diatomaceous Earth. It is of the highest quality
available, being greater than 99.5% amorphous silica and less than 1/2% crystalline silica. Fossil Shell
Flour Diatomaceous Earth is used for internal and external use. The popularity of Diatomaceous Earth is
the result of word-of-mouth testimonials from consumers who are very enthusiastic about the results
they have experienced.

Definition
Diatomaceous earth or DE is a white powder that is composed of crushed skeletons of organisms called
diatoms. Because DE is made up of bits of skeletons, it is a microscopic material that is very sharp,
almost like crushed glass.

Internal parasite control
DE can be used as a treatment for internal parasites in pets because the sharp and jagged edges of the
diatom skeletons pierce and scratch the protective covering on insects. This causes they to dry up and
die. It does not harm the pet because animals have tougher skin.

External parasite control
DE is a very effective material that can be used to kill external parasites like fleas and ticks on pets. It is
a natural, rather than a chemical treatment. It does not cause any harm to the animal’s skin or fur, but it
will cut and scratch the skin of fleas or ticks as they crawl over and through it on the animal.

How to use
There are several ways to use DE. For the treatment of internal parasites, it can be mixed into the
animal’s food. For fleas and ticks, DE is dusted or sprayed onto the skin and fur. It should also be
sprinkled over the pet’s bed and blankets to eradicate the parasites that are living there.

Precautions
When using DE, it is important to wear a face respirator and goggles so the powder does not get into
your eyes, nose or mouth. You also need to be careful not to get it in your pet’s eyes. Only use a foodgrade DE in animal feed, not the type that is used in swimming pools.
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Perma-Guard Fossil Shell Flour / Food Grade Diatomaceous Earth
Safe for internal and external use.
100% Non-Toxic – will not harm children, pets, livestock, poultry, plants, or the planet.
It is an inert mineral dust of natural origin, contains no synthetic chemicals
Made from freshwater fossilized shells called diatoms, it comes in the form of a chalky powder,
much like flour.
Odor free, tasteless, and has an indefinite shelf life.
Originally granted a patent to be added to animal food.
Known worldwide for its extremely pure quality of Diatomaceous Earth (DE), Perma-Guard DE
is an eco-friendly naturally organic material from the purest fresh water source. Diatomaceous
Earth is the fossilized remains of microscopic shells created by one-celled plants called Diatoms.
Not all deposits of diatomaceous earth or the diatoms present in those deposits are the same. The
shape of the diatom must be tubular with holes on the walls. It is important to have a consistent
shape diatom without any unwanted sediment and it must be fresh water because the diatoms
form a harder shell and is less fragile than those in salt water. Salt-water deposits contain a mix
of diatom species. These deposits shapes and sediments are inconsistent, making them unusable
for our products. Of the 600 deposits in the US only four are considered “food grade” by FDA
standards. Other food grade deposits may contain higher amounts of sediment and clay that make
them less effective. After analyzing many other “Food Grade” deposits we are satisfied that
Perma-Guard Fossil Shell Flour is the purest form of diatomaceous earth.
What Vets, researchers, Integrated Pest Management, and users of quality Food Grade
Diatomaceous Earth (DE) report:
* Improved digestion for all mammals. Absorbs viruses and bacteria-passes them for the
body. Kills stomach and intestinal parasites better than toxic poisons-with No Side Effects.
* Improves bone structure.
* Gives hair more body and shiny appearance.
* Remove harmful bacteria from the upper intestinal tract.
* Reduce fly hatch. Keeps fly larvae from developing in manure, noticeably reducing the fly
population.
* Stop animals from licking holes, chewing fence posts. Cows from eating dirt.
* As a barrier against slugs and snails.
* To remove odors – shake on manure, urine, vomit, or spills to absorb odors and moisture.
* Reduces moisture and odors in barns, stalls, coops, kennel, litter boxes, compost piles, and
other moist areas.
* In Europe and Asia this product is used extensively as a health and beauty product for hair,
skin, nails, bones, and joints.
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* As a feed additive for all mammals: reduce the smell of manure, reduce fly hatch, It is believed
to remove viruses, and give the benefits from the 14 trace minerals.
* Reduce vet bills up to 75%
* Kills many bugs by dehydration-environmentally safe
* Use to dust animals and animal bedding.
* Decreased mastitis.
* Use in cat litter to absorb moisture and odors.
* Lightly rub food grade diatomaceous earth into pets coat and bedding.
* Converts feed better.
* Better coat and hoof condition.
* Promotes shinier coats
* Reduces overall animal stress
* Colon cleanser
* Helps detox heavy metals, e-coli, bacteria, viruses, etc.
* Completely safe and non-toxic
* Stimulates basic metabolism
* Antifungal properties – good for garden fungal growth
* Keeps fly larvae from developing in manure, noticeably reducing the fly population. (Neighbors
no longer complain about flies)
** Important! Do not confuse our products with the Diatomaceous Earth (DE) that is used in swimming pool
filters! This type can harm you and your animals because of the different processing. The pool grade DE is
chemically treated and partially melted and consequently contains crystalline silica which can be a respiratory
hazard.
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2016 MELBOURNE SHOW
The Bull Terrier Club of Victoria had breed
stand at the Royal Melbourne Show, and the
volunteers that stood there for the day will tell
you, it was by far the busiest day for many,
many years.

We had Sharon with Humphry, Leigh &
Lance with Mike, Muppet & Murphy, and
Deb with Ben. So there were plenty of Bullies
and lots of people to give information out
about the breed. With the new brochure full
of information, the public were left with
Bully kisses and information to boot.

It was another successful year promoting the breed to the hundreds of people that wander through the
dog pavilion. We hope to be back next year, once again informing the public of our beloved breed.
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BULL TERRIER CLUB FINANCIALS
Statement of revenue JULY 2016
Balance as at: 4.7.16 $11,307.08
Revenue: $509.50 (Memberships $282.50, Bully Walk $227.00)
Expenditure: $0
Balance as at: 3.8.16 $11,816.58
Statement of revenue AUGUST 2016
Balance as at: 4.8.16 $11,816.58
Revenue: $120 (Memberships $120)
Expenditure: $641 (Membership refund $30, Picture framing $70, Newsletter postage $22, Promo items
$391.50, VCA non-member levy $127.50)
Balance as at: 3.9.16 $11,295.58

The Bull Terrier Club of Victoria Inc.
Balance as at 04/07/15
REVENUE:
Promotional Sales
Memberships
Sponsorship
Long Term Raffle
BBQ (Members Comp)
Donations
Show Entries
Sash Donations
Silent Auction
Auctions
Calendar Sales
Newsletter Advertising
Bullie Walks
Catalogue Sales on Day
Raffles
Petty Cash
Total Revenue
EXPENDITURE
Membership Refund
Room Hire
Trophy Show
Promotional
Stamps
VCA Fees/Levies
Long Term Raffle
Club Banner
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Statement of Revenue & Expenditure 2015-2016
$ 13,577.63
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

1283.38
2118.50
200.00
1355.00
70.00
50.00
3211.20
605.00
92.00
720.00
454.50
25.00
484.00
30.00
$ 102.00
$ 295.00
$ 11,492.58
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

36.00
149.10
330.84
557.94
170.00
1068.00
423.00
231.00

Trailer
RAS Breed Stand
Computer Sashes
Club Audit
Judges Travel
Trophies for Shows
Show Manager Supplies
Calendar Printing
Consumer Affairs
Steward & Judges Gifts
Catering
Envelopes for Newsletters
NBTC
Auctions Items
Calendar Postage
Revenue & Expenditure Books
Treasurers Computer
Computer Virus Protection
Club BBQ
Show Manager
Judges Accommodation
Float for May Show
Knox Pet Expo
ANKC
Committee Vests
First Aid Kits
Transaction Fees

$
437.75
$
50.00
$ 1331.93
$
30.00
$ 580.70
$ 1608.00
$
62.85
$ 353.49
$
54.40
$ 391.90
$ 480.78
$
22.00
$
70.00
$ 176.29
$
79.50
$
13.00
$ 460.00
$
40.00
$ 115.95
$ 454.30
$ 346.73
$ 400.00
$
45.00
$
50.00
$ 100.00
$
41.98
$
0.70

Total Expenditure

$ 10,763.13

$3,000 transferred to the Term Deposit Account on13/07/15
Balance as at 03/07/16
$11,307.08
Term Deposit $13,341.96 due to mature 13/07/16 interest rate @2.45%
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A Letter From DOGS Victoria Legislation and Policy Officer Dr Terri MacDonald (PhD)
Explaining the proposed legislation and what you can do to get involved in the campaign to amend the bill.
About this Legislation (Bill)
On October 11th 2016, the Victorian State Government introduced the Domestic Animals Amendment
(Puppy Farm and Pet Shops) Bill 2016 (the Bill). The Bill makes changes to the definition of dog and cat
breeding businesses and introduces a range of amendments to the Domestic Animals Act 1994 (the Act). It
is important to understand that every DOGS Victoria member breeder who breeds will be impacted by this
Bill, and we believe that many will not be able to continue as active breeders should this Bill come into
effect.
The Legislative Process
The Bill is currently sitting in the lower house of the Victorian Parliament, and we envision that it will shortly
pass through to the upper house for consideration. While the Government has the numbers in the lower
house (the Legislative Assembly), it doesn’t control the numbers in the upper house (the Legislative
Council), with the Opposition parties and a number of independents effectively holding the balance of
power. It is therefore vital that we get our message to the members of the Legislative Council, particularly
the independent MPS.
As part of this, DOGS Victoria and its members successfully lobbied for a Parliamentary Inquiry into the
proposed Bill, which will be undertaken by Legislative Council Committee for the Economy and
Infrastructure. While the recommendation of the Committee is not binding on the vote of the upper house
MPs, its findings will be seriously considered by the upper house Opposition parties and the independent
MPs in their deliberation of the Bill. The Committee is due to report on the 6 December – the same day that
the Bill is slated for argument in the Legislative Council – which means that timelines are tight.
Have your say!
Please email an impact statement outlining;
- How the Victorian Government's will affect you?
- What will it mean for you and your dogs?
- Will you be able to continue as a registered DOGS Vic breeder, and breed happy, healthy pedigree
puppies for loving homes?
To have your say, send an email with your statement to Secretariat on dabillinquiry@parliament.vic.gov.au.
and copy DOGS Victoria at office@dogsvictoria.org.au so we know what this means for you. We need as
many voices as possible in ensuring that the Government understands the true impact of their proposed
legislation on registered DOGS Vic breeders.
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Some facts:
In 2014 approximately 420,000 puppies were bought into the world in Australia. ANKC Ltd Registered
Breeders produced 69,274 puppies (17%) Unregistered breeders produced 350,726 puppies (83%) 85% of
ANKC registered breeders had 1-3 litters in the 2014 calendar years and only 1% had more than 10
litters***
So WHY are these breeders who:
-Register their dogs and themselves as breeders
-Health Test their dogs prior to breeding and test all offspring
-Spend months, if not years researching genes and pedigrees before mating
-who aim to inform prospective buyers and vet homes to ensure their pups go to an informed lifelong home,
not a spur of the moment whim that lasts as long as puppies are cute
- Register, microchip, vaccinate, vet check and offer lifetime support, help and accountability for if any
reason the pup they bought into the World needs rehoming
-and uphold a high code of ethics accountable not just to the government but the ANKC and international
purebred community being counted and treated exactly the SAME as backyard breeders and puppy
farmers- many who do none of the above
***Source – ANKC LTD database.
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How will the Bill Affect DOGS Victoria members
For DOGS Victoria members, the greatest impact is that the Bill also removes the applicable organisation
(AO) status of DOGS Victoria in terms of breeding and rearing puppies. As a result:

•

Anyone with a single fertile female dog, and who intends to breed (even once) must register as a
Domestic Animal Business (DAB)

•

DABs are administered by local Councils, who set the fees, conditions (such as planning permits)
and are tasked with compliance (including inspections)

•

Councils are not required to issue DABs to breeders and may refuse on planning or zoning
grounds. To appeal a Council decision to not issue a DAB the applicant will need to go through
the VCAT process.

•

Anyone who is a DAB for breeding, or as a shelter, pound or pet shop/ domestic animal
businesses, cannot have multiple registrations as a DAB on a single rateable property or by the
same person in Victoria.

•

The Bill also gives compliance officers (e.g. RSPCA inspectors and Council Animal Officers)
stronger powers to enter premises, take documentation and records, and seize animals from
unregistered DABs and those alleged to be not meeting their obligations under the Act and the
Code (see below), or on alleged breaches of the laws government animal cruelty and neglect.

Breeders who are DABs automatically fall under the mandatory Code of Practice for the Operation of
Breeding and Rearing Businesses (2014) (the Code).
The Code was designed as a minimum standards regulation framework for unregistered breeders and
large commercial puppy farms. As such;

•

A breeder with 5 or less dogs is considered a small DAB and must follow the Code’s regulations
for a small breeding establishment, but may keep their dogs in their home environment;

•

A breeder with 6 or more dogs is considered a large DAB and must follow the Code’s regulations
for a large breeding establishment, which includes the housing of dogs in fully enclosed cement
kennels and runs.

As the 6 dogs or more includes all dogs (including desexed dogs and puppies over 12 weeks) the majority
of DOGS Victoria members will be classed as a large DAB (assuming they are able to be issued with a
DAB by their Council).

The Code has a number of other regulations including (but not limited to):

•
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Limiting the number of dogs to be housed together to four (4);

•

Limitations on the breeding age of males to six (6) years (after this, veterinary approval is
required)

•

Limiting the number of litters a female may have in her lifetime to five (5)

•

Requiring veterinary clearances prior to breeding a female

•

Procedures for the mating of males and females

•

Procedures for the whelping and housing of puppies

•

Procedures for the feeding of dogs and puppies (e.g. no offal)

•

Recommends that dogs which are no longer in breeding programs are either re-homed or, if not
suitable for rehoming, euthanised.

DOGS Victoria position
While DOGS Victoria is supportive of the Government’s intention to prevent the operation of commercial
puppy businesses, the Bill’s considerable impact on registered DOGS Victoria breeders cannot be
disregarded. The removal of the exemption for breeders registered under AOs means that DOGS Victoria
member breeders who are not already DABs will be forced to meet all the requirements of both the Bill
and the Code, as they currently stand, before April 2017. The one exception is for those who have over
10 fertile bitches, who have until 2020 to reduce their numbers.

DOGS Victoria is running a campaign to have the Bill amended to restore the AO exemptions, effectively
opposing the requirement for DOGS Victoria breeder to become DABs. We also believe that DOGS
Victoria should be permitted self-regulatory authority in order to better police our membership.

For more information regarding DOGS Victoria’s campaign please go to
http://purebreddogs.org.au
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The Social Side of Things
It’s been a busy couple of months for the social side of the Victorian Bull Terrier Club, with The Royal
Melbourne Show, 2 Bully Walks, and planning our events for the future. As we all know, there are
many things we can do with our Bullies socially and the Club encourages ideas from members for
future events.
We had a day at the Royal with the breed stand, and then the following Saturday the Best of Breed
exhibit had to return, so Magic Mike, AKA, Mr Personality, showed off to the public all day. Standing
atop his crate getting pats off everyone who would stop for a look.

The following day there was a Bully Walk arranged along the banks of the Yarra, we had 22 Bullies turn
up which wasn’t a bad effort considering it was arranged 10 days prior. Well done to all who turned up,
we hope you had a great day.
Then within a couple of weeks, our “Western Walk” well it was a Halloween Walk but this walk was
located in the Western Suburbs, the weather forecast once again was great, but there were about 1820 Bullies who braved the conditions and enjoyed a beautiful wander and of course a BBQ at the end.
Our next function is the Big Day Out For Dogs run by Dogs Victoria and held at KCC Park, this is always a
great day with plenty of activities for you and your Bully to enjoy. The club will have a stand once again
with Bullies for the public to pat, and plenty of information too. So why don’t you bring your Bully and
enjoy a day out. Starts at 10:30 and runs until 4pm.
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The Latest Information on DNA hereditary disease research in Bull Terriers from
the Animal Health Trust in UK. Their website can be found at:
http://www.aht.org.uk/cms-display/genetics_research.html
From Bryan Mclaughlin
Graduate Research Assistant
Animal Health Trust, Lanwades Park, Kentford, Newmarket, Suffolk, CB8 7UU
Reg Charity No 209642
Progress on PKD DNA test:
A DNA test for PKD is already available through several testing labs, as the associated
mutation was described by researchers from the University of Queensland back in 2011.
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21818326
We did try and establish the test a few years ago at the request of one of the researchers
involved, but sadly we couldn’t validate it properly as the couple of PKD cases we have
from the breed didn’t possess the mutation described in the paper.
Efforts were made to obtain aliquots of samples used in the research paper, but
unfortunately they were not forthcoming due to their precious nature.
Other labs like Laboklin, VHL & VetGen offer this test, but I couldn’t comment on what
sort of validation process was undertaken.
Progress on Hereditary Nephritis DNA test
With regard to hereditary nephritis (HN) or familial nephropathy (FN), or whatever
terminology might be preferred, this condition has yet to be determined genetically.
We’ve actually had funding in place for FN research in the Bull Terrier for around 5
years now. This was gathered through a Just Giving fundraising effort which set a target
of £11K to conduct a genome-wide association study.
The problem we have faced since, is managing to put together an appropriate sample set.
Support has mainly come through pet owners and breed rescue, and although some
breeders have recognised the issue, it doesn’t seem to be a high priority for clubs here in
the UK. To be fair, the diagnosis is often sketchy at best which is not ideal for research
purposes. I’m not a clinician, but as I understand it urine protein/creatinine (UPC) ratios
are employed to help monitor kidney function, as the organ will appear normal on scans
(unlike PKD which is obvious through ultrasound scans), but a definitive diagnosis can
only be made through biopsy. It’s also very unusual for a dog with compromised renal
function to have a wedge biopsy taken from their kidney, therefore any definitive
diagnosis is usually only made post-mortem. I typically get told of an affected case after
the event, when DNA is no longer available, so many of the submissions I receive are
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from unaffected parents/offspring/siblings. We have though, slowly built up a decent
sample set of owner reported FN cases, but at this time no sequencing/genotyping or
analysis has been made.
Your assistance towards sample contributions is welcomed, and confidentiality is of
course essential, and details pertaining to specific dogs and owners are never shared with
third parties. We sometimes provide lists of dog names we hold when it will assist the
sample collection, but otherwise no other specific owner/dog information is divulged.
This issue has caused some concern among the Bull terrier community, to the point where
by the majority of samples submissions are either pet names only or completely
anonymous. From experience dealing with many breeds and clubs I’ve found this is a
major problem in particular for the Bull terrier breed. It can cause difficulties should we
need to get in touch with owners, but if the clinical information provided along with the
sample is accurate then it shouldn’t in theory really be a problem. Should there be any
major changes in the clinical status of a dog after submission of samples, with regard FN
or any inherited disease, then it’s important that we’re informed of such. If a sample has
been held for several years and we need to verify for example that the dog in question
remains healthy and therefore suitable for control purposes, it’s certainly better if we are
able to contact the owner.
In addition to FN, we are also interested in samples from Bull terriers affected by
heritable heart disease and also lethal acrodermatitis (LAD), but samples from dogs with
any type of inherited condition are also welcomed.

Note to Members and Breeders:
The Bull Terrier Club will have swab kits available at our November show for all
breeders or owners of Pedigree bull terriers wishing to submit DNA samples from their
animals. The sample kits include a contact details form and five DNA swabs. The swabs
must be taken from the inside of the dog’s cheek. A copy of pedigree and any health
information is required with DNA submission. Kits may be taken home for completion
and posting back to the UK. It is relatively cheap to post the kits and as the samples are
stable once taken, they can be sent by general mail. We can also post them out to any
breeders interested in providing this valuable DNA to researchers who have the best
interests of our breed at heart.
For anyone wishing to donate funds towards the Animal Health Trust, donation forms
will be available at the show, or I can email them to anyone interested.
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Thanks to our 2016 Sponsors
True Addiction Tattoos (see full page ad in this newsletter)
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Championship
19th Nov. 16

Trophy
$20

Best In Show

Raymond
Johnston

Best In Show

Runner Up
Best In Show
Challenge Dog

Arnold
Billington

Runner Up
Best In Show
Best Dog

Reserve
Challenge Dog
Challenge
Bitch
Reserve
Challenge
Bitch
Baby Puppy In
Show
Minor Puppy In
Show
Puppy In Show
Junior In
Show
Intermediate
In Show
Australian
Bred In Show
Open In Show
Neuter In
Show
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Raymond
Johnston

Arnold
Billington

Sash
$15

Specialty
20th Nov. 16

Reserve
Best Dog
Best Bitch
Reserve
Best Bitch

Raymond
Johnston
Arnold
Billington
Raymond
Johnston
Arnold
Billington
Raymond
Johnston
Arnold
Billington
Raymond
Johnston
Arnold
Billington

Baby Puppy
In Show
Minor Puppy
In Show
Puppy In
Show
Junior In
Show
Intermediate
In Show
Australian
Bred In Show
Open In Show
Neuter In
Show

Trophy
$20

Sash
$15

A Blast from the past
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Photos

There seems to be a problem??????
Old man Max enjoying the Bully Walk
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We remember
Arnold Billington was Shirvin Gala Wish.
He passed very suddenly in 1987 and is still deeply missed. But we want to highlight
Raymond Johnston’s bravery and battle with nasal carcinoma and the need for Victoria
to have facilities to treat our beloved fur babies with this type if illness without having to
travel interstate to Queensland.
It’s not good enough that 30 years on we still have so little available in Victoria.
Please mention my beautiful boy, but it must be about Raymond.
Thankyou and have a great show
Megan
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