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Hi Members, 
Another newsletter with not much to tell you guys due to COVID.  We have not been able to 
hold any walks, members comps or fundays  so it has been so quiet.  We have our show 
planned for November but at this point it’s unclear where we will be restriction wise by then. 
Depending obviously on numbers will be the deciding factor if we can go ahead and hold 
this show. The Trophy Show is due too, but again restrictions and COVID numbers in ACT 
will determine if this major show will go ahead too. Many clubs have had to cancel during 
the last two years here in Australia as well as other countries around the world. 
 
It has been a strange time and with many lockdowns well laid plans have been changed 
multiple times and we have had to cancel judges multiple times over the last two years or 
cancel shows all together.  We were lucky to get our May shows in.  On that I’d like to 
congratulate all the winners from those shows . 
 
Look after yourselves and keep safe until we can all get together again 
Cheers 
Alison Sutcliffe 
President 

From the Secretary 

Hello Members, 

Unfortunately for those of us in Melbourne, this endless lockdown has taken  a huge toll on myself 

and everyone I know.  There are so many people struggling with mental health and motivation, and I 

am also sad for my young dogs who are not getting the social experiences of dog shows that they 

need. 

We have our November show schedule out, which normally would be exciting news but  unfortu-

nately I am just thinking of all the work involved to plan an event that may not go ahead.  I was asked 

by a member why we are even bothering to hold a show.  The answer is that even if we wanted to 

cancel, we are not allowed.  Dogs Victoria have suffered a great financial loss over the last few years, 

as have many affiliate clubs.  So they will not allow clubs to cancel shows and are approving sched-

ules subject to Covid Rules at the time.  I must confess that this means that myself and our very tiny 

committee must now try and organise sashes, trophies, catering and all the Covid paperwork for an 

event that possibly won’t go ahead.  I am planning the AGM for the Sunday after our show and the 

agenda is published in this newsletter.  If anyone has got a spare bit of energy, it would be nice to see 

some new faces step up on committee.  It really is unfair that this club is left to be run by less than a 

handful of people.  There are many jobs that could also be done without being on committee, such 

as Promo or Newsletter, you don’t have to be a breeder or a long time member to participate, you 

just have to love bull terriers. 

Cheers Deb 
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THIS EVENT IS SUBJECT TO COVID – 19 RESTRICTIONS CURRENT AT THE TIME 

CHAMPIONSHIP SHOW 

 
 
 

CHAMPIONSHIP SHOW 

 
Saturday 27th November 2021 

AM: Katrina Coulson OPEN SHOW 
PM: Mrs Bernadette Marshall (Wakatang) CHAMPIONSHIP SHOW 

Sunday 28th November 2021 
Mrs Gail Buckley CHAMPIONSHIP SHOW 

 

Saturday – Judging commences at 10am followed by PM show, not before 12:30 PM. 
Sunday – Judging commences at 9.30am followed by AGM. 

ROM & Challenge Points available for Championship shows. 

All entries to be ONLINE. 

Enter ONLINE at www.showmanager.com 
No on-site catering available on the day, however pre-purchased lunch and snack boxes 

will be available to order with entries. 

 
All enquiries to 0403210590.                                        

Championship Shows – Entry Fees 
Members Entry for each show: Non-Members entry for each show: 
Entry = $20.00 Entries = $25.00 
Baby Puppy = $10.00 Baby Puppy = $10.00 

Combined Catalogue: $15.00 with entries (includes all shows) 
Trophies and Sashes for all "In Show" awards. 

Classes:    Dogs  1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 10, 11     Bitches  1A, 2A, 3A, 4A, 5A, 10A, 11A 

 
This Event will be held in accordance with VCA Regulations, Codes, Policies & Procedures Please note Rule - 7.5.25 No handler or exhibit shall enter the judging 
ring wearing or bearing any item which identifies by name, prefix, position or distinctive style an exhibit, exhibitor, breeder, sponsor or award; exhibit numbers 

excepted. 
The Bull Terrier Club of Victoria Inc. reserves the right to refuse any entry.  Club reserves the right to appoint reserve judges if necessary.  

Subject to Dogs Victoria approval  
 

1 x Open Show 2 x Championship Shows 

27th & 28th NOVEMBER 2021 
K.C.C. Park 655 Westernport Highway Skye 

Entries close 19th November 2021 



New Dates! 



 
 

Bull Terrier Club of Victoria Inc. 

Affiliated with the Victorian Canine Association Inc. 
& the National Bull Terrier Council (Australia) 
A0026517R 
 

PO Box 1635, Melton West Vic 3337 
www.bullterrierclubvic.com 
bullterrierclubvictoria@gmail.com 

 

agenda 
Meeting Venue Time Date 

Annual General  
Meeting 

KCC Park At conclusion of 
Championship 
Show, not before 
12:00pm 

Sunday 28th 
November 2021 

*This meeting is subject to Covid-19 Restrictions current at the time 

Chair-  

Attendees –  

Apologies –  

Meeting Opened 

 

 

Meeting Opened -  

 
 

 

Item Discussion  

1 Review of previous minutes:- Of the previous AGM 
held on 23rd January 2021 
Moved: 
Seconded: 

 

2 Treasurers Report & Audit Report 
Statement of revenue and expenditure for 2020-
2021 financial year 
Term deposit 
Appointment of auditor   
Moved: 
Seconded: 

 

3 Committee Reports  
 

4 Voting on Committee Positions 
1 x Secretary, 1 x Vice President, 3 x committee 
 

 

5 National Council Business 

As per Agenda for NBTC(A) AGM (TBA) 

Any other NBTCA business 

 

6 Judge nominations and voting for future BTCV 
shows 

 
 

Chair  Meeting Closed  
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NOMINATION FORM FOR VACANT COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT 
POSITIONS FOR AGM 2021 

 
Positions available for nomination (all two year positions) 
 
1 SECRETARY (EXPIRES 2023) 
 
1 VICE PRESIDENT (EXPIRES 2023) 
 
1 COMMITTEE (EXPIRES 2023) 
 
1 COMMITTEE (EXPIRES 2023) 
 
1 COMMITTEE (EXPIRES 2023) 
 
Nomination form:  
 
I hereby nominate ______________________________________________________________  
 
For the position of ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Signed (Nominator)_____________________________________________________________ 
 

Accepted (Nominee)____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Nomination forms must be received in writing, by the Secretary 21 days prior to scheduled AGM 

meeting date.   

 

 

 













11/8/21— ABC Rural—By Emmas Field and Matt Brann 

Contaminated pet food investigation traces toxic horse meat 
back to NT property 
A single property in the Northern Territory has been identified as the source of toxic horse meat, believed responsible for a 
spate of dog deaths in Victoria. 
Key points: 

• Authorities have traced toxic horse meat back to a single property in Central Australia 

• At least 23 pet dogs have died, and 67 have been hospitalised in Victoria from indospicine poisoning 

• Australia exported more than 800 tonnes of "edible horse" meat in 2020 
 
Authorities are not naming the location but have visited the property and interviewed its manager — who is said to be 
shocked by what has happened.  It is understood the property sold a truckload of about 25 horses, but they were not intend-
ed to go to Victoria. 
"I have been on the property and discussed the situation with the manager and he was completely unaware that the final 
destination of the horses was Victoria for manufactured pet food," Peter Saville, the NT's principal veterinary officer, said. 
"The manager's understanding was the horses would go to a meatworks in Queensland for human consumption and our in-
vestigation has suggested the horses were re-directed [to Victoria] due to COVID lockdowns." 
 
Dr Saville said samples had been collected from another 80 horses on the property, which will be tested for levels of the toxin 
indospicine.  When asked if the toxic horse meat would have been harmful to humans, Dr Saville said "not necessarily". 
"Humans are far more tolerant to low-levels of indospicine than dogs and the amount of meat in a human diet is much low-
er than a dog diet ... given dogs are repeatedly fed the same diet almost every day." 
 
In the Northern Territory, under its Meat Industries Act 1996, it is illegal for a person to slaughter a horse for pet food "if he or 
she knows, or has reason to suspect, it has been in an area in which Birdsville Horse Disease occurs.  Birdsville disease is a 
toxic condition in horses caused by eating a native species of Indigofera.  Dr Saville said while inspecting the NT property 
linked to the Victorian pet food contamination, he saw no evidence of horses suffering from Birdsville disease and did not see 
any signs of the Indigofera plants growing on the property.  He described the horses in question as "semi-feral" and said it was 
very unusual for horses to be sold from the NT.   "The Northern Territory faces issues with an expanding [feral] horse popula-
tion which leads to land degradation and animal welfare issues during dry times," he said. 
"The owner of this property was very keen to reduce his horse numbers to try and avoid these issues. 
"There isn't much of a market for horses at the moment and the movement of horses for slaughter has dropped off dramati-
cally over the last 10 years and is almost non-existent. 
"So when this person was contacted and asked if he could supply a truckload of horses he was very enthusiastic." 
According to the Federal Department of Agriculture, Australia exported 808 tonnes of "edible horse meat" last year and 285 
tonnes of "inedible horse". 





Judge Mrs Kerry Hellsten 









Suddenly spooked- Secondary fear phase in  

adolescent dogs 
If you have a puppy anywhere from around 6 months old to 18 months (and more!) and they suddenly spook at any-
thing at all you will often be told by your doggy friends, with a knowing nod, ‘oh, that’ll be the secondary fear phase’. 
  
Your teenage puppy may suddenly show fear, backing away or perhaps even barking at things they coped well with 
before- people with hats, flapping carrier bags, people on ladders, bikes and scooters, black or flat faced dogs etc are 
all top ten triggers. 
Inanimate objects can suddenly become a source of terror! 

But what is ‘secondary fear’ and what should we do about this sudden spookiness? 

Secondary fear isn’t very well defined in the scientific research and there’s some debate about when it occurs (which is likely to 
influenced by breed and genetics) and if it actually occurs. It’s well reported though that dogs may suddenly (and hopefully tem-

porarily) become more fearful about certain things. 

Secondary fear is thought to occur anywhere between around 6 and 18 months old, during the period of social maturation where 
dogs change from puppyhood into adults. There are complex hormonal and neural changes that also occur around this time and 
sudden fear may well be linked to these physiological changes within the body. The primary fear centre in the brain, the amyg-
dala, is enlarged at this time meaning that it reacts more sensitively to the environment and stress hormones are at their highest 

levels in adolescents. 

In evolutionary terms, secondary fear also often corresponds with the time (around 8/9 months old) when older puppies of wild 
and semi feral dogs would have left their family group and ventured off alone into the big wide world. It is thought that a scaredy 
period at this time would protect puppies from venturing too close to things that could present a danger to them. Perhaps we still 

see throwback behaviour to this time. 

Not all dogs will have a secondary fear phase and some dogs may have more than one (if you are unlucky!) It typically lasts 
between 1 and 3 weeks and needs careful handling as there is a risk that dogs may become permanently fearful of certain thing 

if they are exposed to a very traumatic experience at this sensitive time. 

What should we do about it? 
Don’t force them to face their fears or immediately embark on a heavy duty program of socialisation. For example, if 
they  showed fear towards tall men with hats, don’t expose them to lots of very tall men in hats in close proximity. Space and 
time are what you need right now- let them see the things they are worried about but from a distance they can cope with and 

ideally give them several days after a ‘scary incident’ before you expose them to the same thing again. 

We give them space from the things that scare them (perhaps on the other side of a road for example) so that your dog stays 
‘under threshold’- by this we mean they are in an emotional and physiological state where they can cope aren’t so stressed that 

they are can’t learn. Doing this gently and without stress is key so that we make good associations. 

We give them time (at least a few days)  so that they have chance to ‘de-stress’ and get back to normal before exposing them 
the stimulus again. Allowing time to recover avoids the effect of trigger stacking (where scary things add up together to result in 

a very stressed dog) and gives your dog a recovery period. 

We always ensure that we don’t make a big deal about the ‘scary thing’ – we never force our dog to approach the flapping bag/
scary plant/person in high vis, we give the dog the choice if they’d like to approach and we watch their body language carefully 
to judge how they are feeling.  We also counter condition around the ‘scary thing’ from a distance so we pair exposure to it with 
things the dog likes (normally food!). Counter conditioning takes practise to get right so consult a trainer or behaviourist if you 

need help. 



Be careful not to lure towards trouble– as humans we are always tempted to get out dogs (and our children!) to face their fears 
but this isn’t helpful. If we lure (with food in the hand) a dog towards a ‘scary’ bin/person/dog then the dog will follow the food to-
wards the scary thing and may then suddenly become very worried when they realise how close they are. Luring then towards 

scary things also removes the dogs free choice, which is something that we believe is very important- to give our dogs choices. 

Avoid making it worse– if you expose a fearful dog to something they are scared of in the wrong way, or too close, or for too long, 

or to a too scary version of the thing, then you risk making the dog MORE fearful rather than less scared. 

Do lots of low arousing, feel good activities to help get through a spooky phase. Loads of scent work and Ttouch ground work is 

best and being around people and dogs that they know and like. 

Don’t pick this time to start something new and potentially stressful. I delayed starting Sylvi’s hydrotherapy as she was in a fearful 
phase at 6 months old and showed sudden spookiness towards novel objects and people. So going to a new place, being han-
dled by a new person, wearing a floating vest, being showered and dried etc would have been too much for her at that time. Two 

weeks later when she was back to normal we started hydro and she thrived. 

Think back to early socialisation- are there any gaps or things you didn’t cover? In winter puppies it’s common to forget to expose 
them to sunglasses and summer hats and in summer puppies we can forget to get them used to big bulky coats and winter hats 
for example. Did you miss out mobility scooters and are they an issue now? If you’ve identified a gap then remedial socialisation 

is a great idea- don’t be afraid to ask for help from a reward-based trainer or behaviourist to help you with this. 

Check they are feeling okay- consult your vet is they are behaving out of character or if you see a sudden change. Adolescence 
can mark the onset of some medical conditions so always rule out any medical cause (including pain) for behavioural changes. 
Fear and pain are strongly linked and can exacerbate each other. Don’t assume that it’s ‘just’ behavioural as they are young, it’s 

crucial to rule our medical causes. 

If the fearful phase persists or gets worse then don’t delay in getting help, all behavioural issues are easier to ‘fix’ if they 
have only recently occurred rather than behaviours that have been practised for months or years. With any luck though 
your normal (whatever normal is!) adolescent will return pretty quickly. 
Laura McAuliffe, Dog Communication 2016. 





THE BULL TERRIER CLUB OF VICTORIA INC. 

Application for Membership and Fee to: 

The Secretary, PO Box 1635, MELTON WEST, VIC 3337 or bullterrierclubvictoria@gmail.com  

I/we the undersigned wish to forward my/our name/s as prospective members of THE BULL TERRIER CLUB OF VICTORIA INC. 

and hereby agree to abide by the rules, bi-laws, constitution and code of conduct of the club and Dogs Victoria.   

Full Name/s 

Address 

Suburb         Postcode 

Phone   

Email 

Are you a member of Dogs VIC (or a State Body)?  Yes  No 

Dogs VIC (or State Canine Body) No.  

Breeders Prefix 

Signature       Date 

Membership Categories and Fees 

Membership Category Annual Fee Tick applicable TOTAL PAYABLE 
 
 
 
 

Dual Membership $30.00  

Single Membership $20.00  

Junior (Under 16 years) $5.00  

Prefix/Stud/Puppy Listing (for registered 
breeders) see note below. 

ADD $ 25.00  

VCA Levy – Applies to Non VCA members 
who reside in Victoria 

ADD $8.00 PER 
PERSON 

 

• Fees paid after 1st April will carry onto the following financial year, ending 30th June. 

• Prefix/Stud/Puppy Listing is for registered breeders only.  Fee includes listing on club website for one financial year.  

Listing can include kennel contact details and stud animals, puppies and adults that require rehoming.  Puppy Officer 

will refer puppy enquiries to all members who pay for this service. 

• Memberships not renewed by 31st July are subject to re-admission via committee. 

• Applicants will be elected by vote of committee at the first possible Committee Meeting held after receipt. 

• Payment accepted via Cheque, Money Order (made out to Bull Terrier Club of Victoria Inc.) or may be electronically 

transferred or deposited to Bendigo Bank account: BSB 633000 Acc# 125398453, please email the club to notify of 

deposit.  Reference should be your surname and “mship.”  Membership form must accompany new memberships. 

Breeder Directory Information 

 

 

 

 All members of The Bull Terrier Club of Victoria Inc. do undertake not to breed from, or exhibit, or cause to exhibit deaf Bull Terriers and furthermore that 

they will support the club in every way practicable to stop the breeding of deaf Bull Terrier dogs/bitches owned by members or anyone else. Members also 

declare that they will not offer for sale or be anyway concerned in the sale of deaf Bull Terriers. Members also agree that they will neither breed from, or 

offer for stud any animal which has suffered or is suffering from any inheritable painful defect.  Note: The Club considers any dog deaf that cannot hear 

perfectly to be deaf. 

Office Use Only: 

 

Application Received Membership Approved/Rejected Amount Paid Receipt Number Club Officer (Signed) 

         /           /                /                  / $   


