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Hi Members,  
 
I hope everyone had a great Christmas and happy new year.  A huge congratulations to all the winners in our 
November shows, it was a lovely weekend.  A huge thanks to everyone who sponsored classes with trophy 
and/or sashes it is always appreciated in this day and age where money gets harder to come by.  Our trophy 
show is coming up so good luck to everyone who enters. 
 
As it is, living with Covid-19, we never know from month to month how the show scene sits, shows cancelled, 
judge changes due to lockdowns in the different states, but we look forward to our May shows with fingers 
crossed for a year where we aren’t juggling judges or shows cancelled around the country. 
 
See you round the ring, 
 
Alison Sutcliffe  
President BTCV 

From the Secretary 

Hello Members, 

Apologies for all the minutes published in this newsletter however it seems so long since we had any 

meetings, and then we had a whole lot at once they all ended up in this edition. 

Our November shows were lucky to go ahead, and it was a big weekend, with a great entry considering all en-

tries were from Victoria!  I would like to thank all those who donated, helped set up and pack up, and for gen-

erally being very accommodating, especially since the location was not ideal and parking and gazebo space 

was at a premium.   

I had some very assertive conversations with Dogs Victoria and others leading up to the show over the loca-

tion of our ring which was changed three days before the shows to an unsatisfactory spot.  We have made a 

change to our dates and venues for 2022/2023 so as not to run into the same problems. Where possible, I pre-

fer to have the facilities to ourselves.  In any case it was great to be back showing after so many lock downs, 

and I managed to get a few all breeds shows in over December to finish titling a dog which hasn’t happened in 

a long time! 

Our AGM and an SGM was held after the show and we met a quorum which is always great.  We got through a 

fair few items on the agenda most importantly, an agreement to hold most of our meetings via Zoom which 

will make attendance far easier.  We also agreed to retire some redundant committee jobs including catering 

which can be outsourced, and promo which is a lot of work and storage for limited return.  We will instead run 

a few fundraising promo items throughout the year (like the calendar and maybe other special items) that we 

can sell on Facebook and other platforms to increase our audience and fundraising capacity. 

Also a big thanks to John Williams who was tirelessly helping us lug all the heavy stuff at the shows, and has 

now come onto committee officially as Vice President (and heavy item lugger!) 

Cheers Deb 





27th November 2021 Open Show AM 

Judge: Ms Katrina Coulson 

Results 

Best In Show - (10) CH Kaha High Roller (AI) 

Runner Up Best In Show – (9) Braxstar Dirty Livin (AI) 

Best Dog – (10) CH Kaha High Roller (AI) 

RU Best Dog – (9) Braxstar Dirty Livin (AI) 

Best Bitch – (19) Potens Rainbow Serpent (AI) 

RU Best Bitch – (26) Braxstar Fallen Angel (AI) 

Best Baby – (2) Balgay Lets Go Hugo 

Opposite Baby – (13) Balgay Bonnie Lass 

Best Minor - (3) Bullpatchy Souperlative River (AI) 

Opposite Minor – (17) Bullpatchy Moonlights Shadow 

Puppy – (19) Potens Rainbow Serpent (AI) 

Opposite Puppy – (6) Zeehay Hired Gun 

Best Junior – (9) Braxstar Dirty Livin (AI) 

Opposite Junior – (22) Bulroarus Ethereal 

Intermediate – (10) CH Kaha High Roller (AI) 

Opposite Intermediate – (26) Braxstar Fallen Angel (AI) 

Australian Bred – (11) Braxstar Seek and Destroy (AI) 

Opposite Australian Bred – (29) Bullpatchy Pretty River (AI) 

Open – (12) Potens Dread Fort 

Opposite Open – (30) Bullpatchy Summer Love Best In Show/Best Dog/Best Intermediate 

CH Kaha High Roller (AI) 

 RUBIS/RU Dog/Best Junior - Braxstar Dirty Livin (AI) 



Best Bitch/Puppy - Potens Rainbow Serpent 

RU Best Bitch/ Opp Intermediate- Braxstar Fallen Angel (AI) 

Best Baby Puppy - Balgay Lets Go Hugo 

Best Minor—Bullpatchy Souperlative River (AI) 

Best Australian Bred - Braxstar Seek and Destroy (AI) 

Best Open - Potens Dread Fort  





27th November Championship Show PM 

Judge: Mrs Bernadette Marshall 

Results 

Best In Show - (12) Potens Dread Fort 

Runner Up Best In Show – (19) Potens Rainbow Serpent (AI) 

Best Dog – (12) Potens Dread Fort 

RU Best Dog – (8) Bullalaris Black Of Knight 

Best Bitch – (19) Potens Rainbow Serpent (AI) 

RU Best Bitch – (27) Kaha Big Bucks (AI) 

Best Baby – (2) Balgay Lets Go Hugo 

Opposite Baby – (15) Balgay Peppa Piggles 

Best Minor - (3) Bullpatchy Souperlative River (AI) 

Opposite Minor – (17) Bullpatchy Moonlights Shadow 

Puppy – (19) Potens Rainbow Serpent (AI) 

Opposite Puppy – (6) Zeejay Hired Gun 

Best Junior – (8) Bullalaris Black Of Knight 

Opposite Junior – (20) Bullpatchy Darling River (AI) 

Intermediate – (27) Kaha Big Bucks (AI) 

Opposite Intermediate – (10) CH Kaha High Roller (AI) 

Australian Bred – (11) Braxstar Seek and Destroy (AI) 

Opposite Australian Bred – (29) Bullpatchy Pretty River (AI) 

Open – (12) Potens Dread Fort 

Opposite Open – NA 

Best In Show/Best Dog/Best Open -  

Potens Dread Fort 

RUBIS/Best Bitch/Best Puppy -  

Potens Rainbow Serpent (AI) 



RU Best Dog/Best Junior –  

Bullalaris Black Of Knight 

RU Bitch/Best Intermediate – Kaha Big Bucks (AI) 

Best Baby – Balgay Lets Go Hugo 

Best Minor - Bullpatchy Souperlative River (AI) 

Australian Bred – Braxstar Seek and Destroy (AI) 



Pics from 
Saturday 

Champ Show 

SAVE THE DATE!! 

BTCV Shows scheduled for 2022 

30th April & 1st May at KCC Park 

5th & 6th November at Bulla 



28th November Championship Show AM 

Judge: Mrs Gail Buckley 

Results 

Best In Show - (9) Braxstar Dirty Livin (AI) 

Runner Up Best In Show – (10) CH Kaha High Roller 

Best Dog – (9) Braxstar Dirty Livin (AI) 

RU Best Dog – (10) CH Kaha High Roller 

Best Bitch – (22) Bulroarus Ethereal 

RU Best Bitch – (28) Bullpatchy Pretty River AI 

Best Baby – (2) Balgay Lets Go Hugo 

Opposite Baby – (13) Balgay Bonnie Lass 

Best Minor - (3) Bullpatchy Souperlative River (AI) 

Opposite Minor – (17) Bullpatchy Moonlights Shadow 

Puppy – (19) Sturgis Beyond The Veil 

Opposite Puppy – (6) Zeejay Hired Gun 

Best Junior – (9) Braxstar Dirty Livin (AI) 

Opposite Junior – (22) Bulroarus Ethereal 

Intermediate – (10) CH Kaha High Roller 

Opposite Intermediate – (27) Kaha Big Bucks (AI) 

Australian Bred – (28) Bullpatchy Pretty River (AI) 

Opposite Australian Bred – (11) Braxstar Seek And Destroy (AI) 

Open – (29) Semajon Janis Joplin 

Opposite Open – (12) Potens Dread Fort 

Best In Show/Best Dog/Best Junior -  

Braxstar Dirty Livin (AI) 

RUBIS/RU Dog/Best Intermediate 

CH Kaha High Roller (AI) 



Best Bitch/Opposite Junior – Bulroarus Ethereal 

RU Best Bitch/ Best Australian Bred – Bullpatchy Pretty River AI 

Best Baby – Balgay Lets Go Hugo Best Minor - Bullpatchy Souperlative River (AI) 

Best Puppy – Sturgis Beyond The Veil Best Open – Semajon Janis Joplin 



Pics from 
Sunday 

Champ Show 



Tracing the Roots of OCD in Pets and People 
Animal behavior research at Tufts holds promise for better detection and treat-
ment of the disorder 

 
“If the genetic predisposition is there, these compulsive behaviors can be triggered by stress and myriad environmental 

factors,” says Nicholas Dodman. Illustration: Martin O’Neill 

By Genevieve Rajewski 

November 20, 2015 

 
https://now.tufts.edu/articles/tracing-roots-ocd-pets-and-people 

 

 
In 2011, science threw a curveball at Nicholas Dodman and Alice Moon-Fanelli. The two re-
searchers were looking at bull terriers in hopes of finding the gene responsible for a debilitating 
behavior common in the breed. Up to 85 percent of any litter will compulsively chase their tails, 
sometimes to the point of savaging themselves or anyone who tries to interrupt them. 
 
A statistical analysis of data, including sex, medical history and other behaviors found in 145 
affected bull terriers and 188 “control” pets, revealed some surprises. The vast majority of af-
fected dogs were males, and many had other strange behaviors or physical conditions that ac-
companied the tail chasing, such as explosive aggression, partial seizures, phobias, skin condi-
tions, gastrointestinal issues, object fixation and a tendency to shy away from people and other 
dogs. 
 
“How could we possibly explain this?” Dodman recalls wondering, before he realized there 
were similarities between these canine behaviors and autism in people. “The primary behavior-
al expression of autism in humans is that a child is slow to develop speech and other social be-
haviors,” says Dodman, head of the Behavior Clinic at Cummings School of Veterinary Medi-
cine. “But if you weren’t able to factor speech into the equation, you may still observe repetitive 
behaviors like spinning, rocking or flapping hands, temper outbursts and sometimes seizures. 
Affected bull terriers show many of these behaviors.”  



Indeed, when Dodman, Moon-Fanelli (another animal behaviorist then at Tufts) and researchers 
from the Sackler School of Graduate Biomedical Sciences looked for biological similarities between 
the tail-chasing bull terriers and children diagnosed with autism, they found significantly elevated 
levels of two biomarkers in the children and the dogs. Their findings were published in Translational 
Psychiatry in October 2014. 
 
After working with horses through the 1980s, Dodman and Shuster started studying dogs with stere-
otypies, particularly those with lick granulomas, a condition in which pets create an open wound by 
endlessly licking their leg. Again the duo found that drugs that blocked the body from responding to 
opioids lessened the repetitive behavior. 
 
In 1992, Judith L. Rapoport, a psychiatrist at the National Institutes of Health (NIH), published The 
Boy Who Couldn’t Stop Washing: The Experience and Treatment of Obsessive-Compulsive Disor-
der. “She went around the United States on a book tour, and when she got back to her office, she had 
all these messages from pet owners about their dogs engaging in similar behaviors,” says Dodman. 
“Instead of pooh-poohing the idea, Rapoport did some research and found that the dogs responded 
to the same drugs used to treat OCD,” he says. “It appeared [that] what we were calling stereotypies 
in animals might be more accurately called compulsive disorders.” 
 
Anxiety and OCD 
Roughly 2 to 3 percent of people have some form of OCD, according to Dodman, who notes that ani-
mals can also suffer from a similar smorgasbord of compulsions. Border collies chase beams of light. 
Siamese cats won’t stop sucking on fabric or plastic. African grey parrots pluck themselves bald. 
As in humans, compulsive behavior in animals often seems to be driven by genetics. “If the genetic 
predisposition is there, these behaviors can be triggered by stress and myriad environmental fac-
tors,” says Dodman. 
 
For example, in a study published in the Journal of Veterinary Behavior in August, Stephanie Borns
-Weil, V07, identified a strong association between early weaning in Birman cats, a breed with a high 
genetic risk for a compulsive fabric-sucking disorder, and the development of that abnormal behav-
ior. 
In both animals and people, repetitive behaviors often stem from anxiety, and engaging in them ap-
pears to bring some relief, says Dodman. But the relief is fleeting, and the OCD loop is on an endless 
repeat. While treatment of people with OCD usually involves cognitive behavioral therapy, pets’ com-
pulsive behavior is managed by environmental changes designed to reduce stress and a class of mood
-stabilizing drugs that includes Prozac. 
 
“It is stressful for an animal to be deprived of the opportunity to engage in its normal behavior pat-
terns,” says Borns-Weil, now a behavior resident at Cummings School. At Tufts, she and Dodman 
work with owners to reduce pets’ stress by adding more exercise and otherwise enriching their lives 
to ward off anxiety caused by isolation and lack of stimulation. 
 
Selective serotonin reuptake inhibitor (SSRI) medications, such as clomipramine and fluoxetine 
(Prozac), are used to treat compulsive disorders in pets and people, Borns-Weil says. “Unfortunately, 
as in people, these medications do not always provide meaningful improvements in a compulsive 
pet’s quality of life,” she notes. 
 
New OCD Drug 
Dodman and Shuster, now a professor emeritus, have improved these animals’ lives by identifying a 
new OCD drug. When they studied opioid-blocking drugs in mice, dogs and horses, they realized that 
they also blocked NMDA receptors, which help the body process glutamate, a neurotransmitter that’s 
important for cognition, memory and learning. 
 
When they tested drugs that block glutamate, such as dextromethorphan (found in cough medicine) 
or memantine (developed as an Alzheimer’s drug), on compulsive behaviors in genetically engi-
neered mice and dogs with compulsive behaviors, the mice stopped their self-scratching, and many 
of the dogs showed a significant reduction in their compulsive behaviors. 

http://sackler.tufts.edu/
http://www.journalvetbehavior.com/article/S1558-7878%2815%2900121-5/abstract


The two approached Michael Jenike, head of the Obsessive Compulsive Disorders Institute at 
McLean Hospital in Belmont, Massachusetts, who was convinced enough to try memantine on a 
few of his patients who did not respond to SSRIs. 
 
After the patients reported improvement in their symptoms, the three researchers conducted a 
study comparing 22 people with OCD receiving cognitive behavioral therapy with 22 OCD patients 
who also took memantine. Only the memantine-takers saw significant decreases in their OCD 
symptoms, according to their study, published in the Journal of Clinical Psychopharmacology in 
2013. Tufts patented memantine as a new treatment for OCD, and psychiatrists are now using it 
alongside SSRIs in people with better results. 
 
Despite those outcomes, most scientists who study human psychiatric conditions, including Jeni-
ke, will not entertain the idea of too many similarities between a behavior disorder in humans, a 
species that has landed on the moon, and one in dogs, a species known to sneak snacks from un-
guarded litterboxes. “I have a hard time with the concept of a dog biting on his leg and calling it 
OCD,” Jenike told Science magazine in 2010. “With OCD, you need to know what’s going on in the 
head. It’s kind of a big leap for me.” 
 
A Simpler Route to the Genetic Roots 
 
Nonetheless, pets—particularly purebred dogs—could play an important role in understanding 
which genes influence the brain and thus modify behavior in animals with compulsive tendencies. 
“It’s become very clear over the past decade that although we have amazing new genomic and ge-
netic tools, it’s still very difficult to find disease genes [in humans] for many neuropsychiatric dis-
orders, particularly those associated with behavioral differences such as what we observe in au-
tism,” says Matthew Huentelman, an associate professor in the Neurogenomics Division of the 
Translational Genomics Research Institute (TGen) in Arizona. 
 
“So while we aren’t stopping our work in human beings, working in purebred animals should dra-
matically simplify things for us on the genetics side. By looking in the dog genome, essentially the 
job of finding that disease-causing gene is made 100 times—or even 1,000 times—easier.” 
 
Pets’ inability to tell us what’s wrong may even be a plus in the search for the roots of our shared 
behavioral disorders, says Elaine Ostrander, chief of the Comparative Genomics Branch at the 
NIH. 
 
While it’s easy to determine whether a person has a specific type of cancer, behavioral disorders 
aren’t always clear-cut because of other factors, such as age, medications taken, IQ and even a per-
sonal or family history of divorce, alcoholism, drug addiction or physical abuse. 
 
“All those things ultimately affect some behavioral manifestations of disease, and boy, it is really 
hard to develop behavioral tests that strip them all away,” says Ostrander. “Now, add to that the 
fact that people often answer questionnaires according to how they perceive the questioner wants 
them to. Well, with dogs, we don’t have any of these issues.” 
 
The Psychiatric Gene 
 
To help better understand the genetic underpinnings of compulsive disorders in pets and people, 
Dodman and a team of researchers from Tufts, the Broad Institute of Harvard and MIT and the 
University of Massachusetts Medical School compared the genes of normal Doberman pinschers 
with those in the breed exhibiting compulsive disorders. Compulsive tendencies are about four 
times more prevalent in Dobermans than in adult humans, Dodman says, noting that up to 70 per-
cent of pups in a litter might display such behaviors as flank-sucking. 
 
The researchers were the first to identify a mutation in a canine behavior gene: CDH2 on chromo-
some 7. (This gene for a protein called neural cadherin is on chromosome 18 in humans, the so-
called “psychiatric chromosome.”) CDH2 is responsible for the formation of neurons, synapses and 
NMDA receptors, which receive glutamate, the same neurotransmitter blocked by the Tufts-
patented OCD drug. The study appeared in Molecular Psychiatry in 2010. 



Earlier this year, Dodman led another genetics study involving Dobermans, this one examining 
pets that were unaffected, mildly affected or severely affected by compulsive flank-sucking. The 
study found that although the CDH2 gene on chromosome 7 puts dogs at risk of developing this be-
havior, a second serotonin-receptor gene on chromosome 34 influences the severity of the disorder. 
“It’s no coincidence that we’ve gone fishing in these dogs’ genetic pool and picked out an NMDA 
and a serotonin gene—both related to the two OCD treatments that work for people and dogs,” says 
Dodman. 
 
He says he’s even more excited about a Chinese study published in PLOS One in October 2014 
about the genetic root of compulsive circling, a behavior common in the Belgian Malinois, a work-
ing dog that is very similar to German shepherds, a breed also known to circle compulsively. 
 
“They found the same gene that we found in Dobermans—CDH2. We now have two completely dif-
ferent expressions of OCD in two completely different breeds with the same genetic causation,” he 
says. “From these findings we hope to investigate the pathways involved, and that may lead to new 
treatments.” 
 
A Test for Autism 
 
Now Dodman is using the animal model he started with—tail-chasing bull terriers—to investigate 
the genetics of autism. 
 
He has teamed again with Huentelman and Ostrander, along with Edward Ginns from the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts Medical School. They hope the Canines, Kids and Autism Study, funded by 
the American Humane Association, will produce a genetic test for autism, which affects 1 in 68 chil-
dren, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
 
With such a tool, physicians could “hopefully identify kids who are at the highest risk for autism 
earlier than we have ever done before,” says Huentelman. “Research shows that the earlier you 
start behavioral therapy, the better the outcome those interventions have in terms of lessening the 
severity of the symptoms of autism spectrum disorder.” 













Congratulations to the winner of 

the BTCV Halloween raffle 

Mai Tosely! 









Save The Secretary! 

With a limited committee , the secretary is doing a lot of work, in reality we can outsource 

some jobs, and they don’t need to be committee members. 

We could use help with the following: 

Newsletter Editor  - The Secretary would send you most of what you need and a Publisher 

template to work off. Four newsletters a year.  For a creative person who is good in Pub-

lisher and fiddling around with photos and documents, this is your gig! 

Engraving—We often needs items engraved, if you know someone who can do it cheap for 

us (or free) please introduce! 

Sponsorship—Some people are great at writing letters or phoning people up and getting 

free stuff, if you are one of these people, we would love to hear from you.  Some business-

es need a dog audience to promote their product, they will often donate samples or prod-

ucts that we can use as trophies or in raffles. 

Website Champion or Amazing Ebay/Gumtree Seller —Our website is out of date and a 

bit annoying to work with.  We also want to get a better platform to sell off our Promo 

items.  If you are handy with these things and want to help us out, please get in touch! 









THE BULL TERRIER CLUB OF VICTORIA INC. 

Application for Membership and Fee to: 

The Secretary, PO Box 1635, MELTON WEST, VIC 3337 or bullterrierclubvictoria@gmail.com  

I/we the undersigned wish to forward my/our name/s as prospective members of THE BULL TERRIER CLUB OF VICTORIA INC. 

and hereby agree to abide by the rules, bi-laws, constitution and code of conduct of the club and Dogs Victoria.   

Full Name/s 

Address 

Suburb         Postcode 

Phone   

Email 

Are you a member of Dogs VIC (or a State Body)?  Yes  No 

Dogs VIC (or State Canine Body) No.  

Breeders Prefix 

Signature       Date 

Membership Categories and Fees 

Membership Category Annual Fee Tick applicable TOTAL PAYABLE 
 
 
 
 

Dual Membership $30.00  

Single Membership $20.00  

Junior (Under 16 years) $5.00  

Prefix/Stud/Puppy Listing (for registered 
breeders) see note below. 

ADD $ 25.00  

VCA Levy – Applies to Non VCA members 
who reside in Victoria 

ADD $8.00 PER 
PERSON 

 

• Fees paid after 1st April will carry onto the following financial year, ending 30th June. 

• Prefix/Stud/Puppy Listing is for registered breeders only.  Fee includes listing on club website for one financial year.  

Listing can include kennel contact details and stud animals, puppies and adults that require rehoming.  Puppy Officer 

will refer puppy enquiries to all members who pay for this service. 

• Memberships not renewed by 31st July are subject to re-admission via committee. 

• Applicants will be elected by vote of committee at the first possible Committee Meeting held after receipt. 

• Payment accepted via Cheque, Money Order (made out to Bull Terrier Club of Victoria Inc.) or may be electronically 

transferred or deposited to Bendigo Bank account: BSB 633000 Acc# 125398453, please email the club to notify of 

deposit.  Reference should be your surname and “mship.”  Membership form must accompany new memberships. 

Breeder Directory Information 

 

 

 

 All members of The Bull Terrier Club of Victoria Inc. do undertake not to breed from, or exhibit, or cause to exhibit deaf Bull Terriers and furthermore that 

they will support the club in every way practicable to stop the breeding of deaf Bull Terrier dogs/bitches owned by members or anyone else. Members also 

declare that they will not offer for sale or be anyway concerned in the sale of deaf Bull Terriers. Members also agree that they will neither breed from, or 

offer for stud any animal which has suffered or is suffering from any inheritable painful defect.  Note: The Club considers any dog deaf that cannot hear 

perfectly to be deaf. 

Office Use Only: 

 

Application Received Membership Approved/Rejected Amount Paid Receipt Number Club Officer (Signed) 

         /           /                /                  / $   


