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Welcome to our Winter 2025 Newsletter. 

 

I hope everyone and their Bullies are  keeping warm. These icy mornings are a 
bit of a struggle, but most days end up bringing a bit of sunshine, even if its 
short lived. 

I recently returned from a few days in Queensland, it was a lovely 25deg, alt-
hough my daughter, who lives there, was getting around in her puffer jacket 
as it was "FREEZING" according to her. 

Whilst up in Brisbane I attended the 24th Biennial Trophy Show. It was great 
to catch up with Bully enthusiasts, past breeders and BTCV Club Office bearers 
from the 1980's and 90's, who have abandoned Victoria for the sunny state of 
Queensland.....who could blame them....... do they even have cold weather up 
there? :-) 

The most recent Bully Walk was held on Werribee South foreshore which was 
really well attended. The plan was to hold the Walk in Geelong. The City of 
Greater Geelong required us to jump through ridiculous hoops, including  hav-
ing to pay for the use of a park "IF" we past the strict criteria for holding 
events in Geelong. So we decided to give Geelong the big "HEAVE HO"" and 
changed the Walk to Werribee. The weather held out and there was a great 
turnout. We are hoping to have another Walk when the weather improves. 
The next walk will be held in the South Eastern suburbs, hopefully at Jells Park 
in Wheelers Hill. Stay tuned for further information on that front. 

In other news we have finally managed to get all the VHS tapes of Club Shows, 
dating back to 1980, transferred onto a external hard drive. The plan is to 
start a YouTube channel and upload all the Shows for public viewing. Im cur-
rently watching all the videos to check the quality of the recordings. Some of 
these tapes have been stored for over 40years and obviously some deteriora-
tion has occurred. I must admit I've had some chuckles at the fashions of the 
time, including my own appearance in some stunning ensembles..... including 
a pink and purple parachute tracksuit and the obligatory stirrup pants and 
long white socks..... embarrassing much! 

 



The monthly statue actions are still being  enthusiastically supported. We are 
switching it up a bit, over the coming months, with some unique items kindly 
donated to us by Wilma Rawlings, a Life Member of the Club. So keep your 
eyes peeled for those. We are also in the process of designing some new Club 
promotional clothing. 

November is fast approaching and we are currently sourcing Corporate spon-
sors for our November Club Shows. Ive had a amazing response from Busi-
nesses I've approached many of which have been extremely generous. Check 
them out elsewhere in this Newsletter. 

I think thats all the news for now. 

Cheers Jen 

(BTCV President) 



The Bull Terrier Club of Victoria is on  

 

A proud moment for our committee and members for getting this to happen!  Sometimes club 

history and property gets lost over the years but fortunately we were reunited with a giant box 

of VHS and Sony Camcorder video tapes that once belonged to the club containing many of 

our club’s old shows.  There weren’t too many of us left that still had a VHS player and cer-

tainly no Sony Camcorders so we decided to get the tapes put into a digital format.  Our won-

derful President Jen managed to get some quotes to have the items transferred onto a hard 

drive and the members approved the cost.  We got a great deal from 

www.chadstonevideoconversion.com.au.   

After receiving the videos back on a hard drive, Jen painstakingly checked each one, putting 

up with the hideous circus background music and shocking 1980’s fashion (some of which 

was her own as she was around back then!) and then proceeded to learn how to create a 

channel and upload files to YouTube.  She has been uploading roughly a movie a week 

(there is only so much circus music one can take in a week).  So the Channel is up and run-

ning, please like and subscribe and enjoy the nostalgia.  I’m pleased this is now up there for 

all future generations to enjoy and I can’t wait to let Les Greenall know that he is now a 

Youtube star!  

Our Channel can be found at https://www.youtube.com/@bullterrierclubofvic 



1987 Presidents Report 







UPCOMING BULL TERRIER SHOWS 

ACT BULL TERRIER CLUB—16TH AND 17TH AUGUST 

THE BULL TERRIER AND BULL TERRIER MINIATURE ASSOCIATION OF WA - 23RD AUGUST 

NORTHERN DISTRICTS BULL TERRIER CLUB NSW  - 13TH SEPTEMBER 



Secretary Report 

Hi Members,  

I tried to focus this newsletter on health news and re-publish some historical docu-
ments I have come across as I have been digitally scanning the last of our newslet-
ters that haven’t been scanned.  I now have all the 1970’s and 1980’s BTCV newslet-
ters scanned and preserved.    

I would also like to showcase our amazing canine companies that have sponsored 
our upcoming November show.  The offers of prod-
ucts have flooded in so I hope everyone will check 
them out and support these companies. 

Cheers,  

Deborah Patterson 

Secretary BTCV 

TRUE OR FALSE 

The BTCV once had Best Ladies Handler class in their Championship 

Show? 

  See next page for answer 



TRUE! 

In 1995 class 18a—Best Ladies Handler Class was offered.  We had three entries, 

and the winner was Mrs Tibbits with Aiwaz Apparation. 



Earthing or Grounding for Pets (and humans!) 

 

Many of the surfaces we and our pets live on, walk on and sleep on these days are ar-

tificial.  In prehistoric times we walked with bare feet or natural foot coverings and 

slept on the ground.  Now we have concreted yards, footpaths, synthetic grass, and 

synthetic soled shoes which all disrupt our natural connection to the earth and its 

electromagnetic field.  Earthing, also known as grounding, is the action of touching the 

earth with our bare skin.  It allows animals and humans to connect with the earth’s 

energy and electromagnetic field, leading to a range of health benefits.  Earthing can 

help mitigate the effects of electromagnetic pollution, which can impact their immune 

system, sleep patterns, and overall well-being and there are numerous peer reviewed 

scientific and medical studies that are backing this up. 

 

One of the main benefits of earthing is the promotion of relaxation and stress reduc-

tion. Grounding has been shown to reduce stress hormone levels in both animals and 

humans, leading to a more relaxed and calm state. This can be especially beneficial for 

pets that suffer from anxiety or have nervous tendencies. By allowing your pet to con-

nect with the earth’s natural energy, you can help promote a sense of peace and relax-

ation in your furry friend. 

 

The earth’s surface is a natural antioxidant, which has been associated with reduced 

inflammation and better immune function. Allowing your pet to have opportunities to 

walk on and dig in soil, or even just spending time sitting in the grass or dirt can ex-

pose them to these beneficial 

effects. Earthing can help animals 

with chronic conditions that might 

be associated with immune 

dysregulation, autoimmune disor-

ders or allergies. 

For those with limited access to 

natural ground or mobility issues, 

earthing mats and bed sheets are 

an option that can connect you to 

the earth’s electrical field by plug-

ging into a power point to access 

the home’s electrical earthing sys-

tem. 









CHKANO have most generously sponsored In Show 
Prizes for our Championship Shows! Check them 

out on Facebook at  
https://w//.facebook.com/Chkanoshowsupplies/  





Chemical desexing in male dogs 

Did you know there is a temporary chemical alternative to surgical desexing 
for male dogs? 

What is chemical desexing? 
Chemical desexing or castration of male dogs involves the injection of an 
implant called Suprelorin under the skin.  ]The key ingredient in the im-
plant is a hormone that temporarily suppresses the production of testos-
terone. There are two implants available – one lasts for 6 months and the 
other for a year. Once this time elapses, your dog’s testosterone levels 
will return to normal. 

What are the pros and cons of chemical desexing? 
Pros 

If you’re unsure if you want to desex your dog, but would like to reduce or 
prevent aggressive behaviour, then chemical castration is a good option to 
see if surgical desexing will be effective. 

Chemical desexing may be a good alternative If you’re considering showing or 
breeding your dog, as the results are temporary, and can be reversed at any 
time. Chemical castration is also a safer option for dogs who are older or 
have certain underlying health conditions which can make surgery under gen-
eral anaesthesia riskier. 

Cons 

The main downside of chemical desexing is the cost. Being a temporary meas-
ure, you will need to have the implants replaced every 6-12 months, depend-
ing on the implant you choose. Chemical castration is very safe, with the 
main side effect being swelling at the injection site. 



FABRICS AND THEIR EFFECT ON REPRODUCTION 

Have you ever wondered if the artificial fabrics that we wear these days have an impact on our 

bodies?  Well one researcher conducted studies using dogs to find out how they might impact fer-

tility.  One experiment was conducted on male dogs to find out how different fabrics affected their 

sperm.  Twenty-four dogs were divided into two equal groups, half wearing cotton underpants and 

the other half polyester ones. Seven dogs wearing nothing were used as controls. The underwear 

was fashioned to fit loosely in the scrotal area so as to avoid its insulating effect. It was worn con-

tinuously for 24 months during which the semen character, testicular temperature, hormones and 

testicular biopsy were examined.  Garments were removed and tests repeated twelve months lat-

er.  In summary, after the end of the 24 initial months, the group wearing polyester showed a sig-

nificant decrease in sperm count and motile sperms, and an increase in abnormal forms and signifi-

cant hormonal changes.  The testicular biopsy showed degenerative changes.  In contrast, the 

cotton and control groups showed insignificant changes.  After garment removal the semen charac-

ter improved gradually to normal in 10 dogs; two remained very low.  The polyester pants there-

fore had a deleterious effect on spermatogenesis in the dogs which was, however, reversible in the 

majority of cases. The cause of this effect is unknown, but it may be assumed that the electrostatic 

potentials generated by the polyester fabric play a role in it. 

A similar study was performed on a total of 35 female dogs that were divided into five equal groups 

(including one control group).  The other four groups was dressed in textile underpants made of 

either 100% polyester, 50/50% polyester-cotton mix, 100% cotton, or 100% wool. The pants were 

worn for 12 months. The dogs were followed during this period and for 6 months after removal of 

the pants by measuring the serum oestradiol and progesterone and by mating. Electrostatic poten-

tials were also measured on the textile-covered skin. Eight bitches wearing polyester-containing 

textile showed diminished serum progesterone in the oestrus of the oestrous cycle, and did not 

conceive on mating or insemination. Five months after pants had been removed, serum progester-

one of the eight dogs had normalised, and they conceived. Electrostatic potentials were detected 

on the skin of all dogs dressed in polyester-containing textile. The low serum progesterone and non

-conception of the eight dogs could point to anovulation and failure of luteinisation. It is suggested 

that the electrostatic potentials detected on the skin create an ‘electrostatic field’ that inhibits the 

ovarian function.  However, the effect proved to be reversible. 

When we think about all the synthetic fibres we live with and sleep on it is certainly an interesting 

study. 

 

Studies: 

A Shafik, A. Effect of different types of textile fabric on spermatogenesis: an experimental study. Urol. 

Res. 21, 367–370 (1993). https://doi.org/10.1007/BF00296839 

A. Shafik (2008) An experimental study on the effect of different types of textiles on conception, Journal of 

Obstetrics and Gynaecology, 28:2, 213-216, DOI: 10.1080/01443610801912535 



Prohibition on the use of Vanguard 
Plus 5 in puppies 14 weeks and 
younger—NZ 
25 June 2025 

The Vet Council has received the following update from New Zealand Food 
Safety (NZFS) to share with veterinarians: 

The reassessment of the dog vaccine Vanguard Plus 5 (ACVM Registration Num-
ber A007448) is being finalised following a comprehensive review of the distem-
per cases in 16 New Zealand puppies, investigated between 2021 and 2025, 
with 12 cases confirmed to have been vaccine-induced distemper. This reas-
sessment is carefully considering all available data including information on file 
with New Zealand Food Safety (NZFS) and in the public domain. 
As part of this reassessment, NZFS has implemented a prohibition on the use of 
Vanguard Plus 5 in puppies 14 weeks in age or younger. This is an interim risk 
management step to protect the welfare of the most at-risk group while the re-
assessment is being finalised. 

The prohibition is in effect as of Monday 23 June 2025, and veterinarians are 
required to cease all use of the product in puppies. The prohibition will remain 
in place until a final decision is made on the reassessment. 
The prohibition has been issued because NZFS has concluded that the risk as-
sociated with the use of Vanguard Plus 5 in puppies 14 weeks in age or younger 
significantly outweigh the associated benefits. This was based on the potential 
for the vaccine to cause distemper in this age group, the lack of endemic canine 
distemper virus in New Zealand, and the existence of six other canine vaccines 
registered in New Zealand containing different canine distemper virus antigens 
than the one in Vanguard Plus 5. 

For older dogs, the risk profile is less clear. There have been no reported cases 
of vaccine-induced distemper in adult animals since distemper was made a no-
tifiable disease, and there is only one documented case of vaccine-induced dis-
temper in an adult dog in the literature. There is also however no data or infor-
mation to indicate that the mechanism of disease would be limited to affecting 
young puppies. Ongoing use of Vanguard Plus 5 in older animals is therefore 
still under reassessment. 
NZFS will update veterinarians and members of the public on the final out-
comes of the reassessment through an Alert Notification once the work is com-
plete. Past Alert Notifications about Vanguard Plus 5 and the reassessment can 
be found at ACVM alerts and notifications | NZ Government. 

 

Vanguard Plus 5 is a canine vaccine manufactured by Zoetis, commonly 
used in Australia as part of a C5 vaccination. 










