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President’s Report 
How time flies when you’re having fun. It has been a privilege to have served as 
President for the Bendigo Obedience Dog Club this year - and what a year!  

One of my goals was to increase our instructor base so that we had sufficient 
enthusiastic new instructors and assistant instructors to support the ever-increasing 
demand for affordable effective dog training. We have a dedicated group of 
experienced instructors who show up every week, often twice or more during the 
week, and in all weather conditions to ensure our regular classes proceed ‘as 
advertised’. We also have our specialist class instructors who bring a wider range of 
skills and opportunities to our members. Welcome to our new instructors Sarah, Jodie, 
Bryn and Monique.  

We have started to introduce class notes for participants to take at the end of each 
session. Often there is just too much to learn during a class so a ‘cheat sheet’ to assist 
practice times has been well received. I hope we can continue to refine this system in 
the future. 

There is a growing expectation from the community for dog clubs to offer practical 
training designed to help build engagement between handlers and dogs. Research 
shows that when owners have a better understanding of the needs of their dogs and 
they are provided with current science-based knowledge, the outcome is most likely to 
be a well socialised dog. Dog incidents are less frequent as handlers understand 
triggers and have strategies to cope with anxious or reactive dogs. I aim for classes to 
be fun, safe and informative over a wide range of skills and that the Bendigo 
Obedience Dog Club will continue to be a trendsetter. 

As a Club we have had to deal with some inconvenience during the year with the 
demolition of the old, inaccessible toilets being replaced, temporarily, with Portable 
Toilets and the limitations they naturally have. It hasn’t always been pleasant! Now, 
however, as we have the long-awaited new facilities, we can be proud to run events 
and classes with real toilets that can be utilised safely by everyone. 

Into the future we will need to manage the ageing infrastructure and maintain safe 
practices until further maintenance issues can be resolved. Some of our buildings need 
restumping, roofing repairs and insulation. Our evening classes would benefit from 
better lighting across the grounds. Our enclosed outdoor spaces would be more 
useable if there were fewer grass seeds in summer and more even surfaces. These are 
the challenges that will require work as the Club goes forward. 

Finally, there must be a huge Thank You to all our instructors, committee members 
and our general members. There are no islands in clubs - every person contributes to 
the best of their ability. Instructors who show up and share their vast reserves of 
knowledge, committee members who plan and guide the Club’s direction and meet its 
fiduciary responsibilities and our general members who keep coming back and 
providing positive incentives for the rest of us to continue giving hundreds of hours of 
unpaid work, empowering owners to be awesome in the eyes of their dogs. 

I have a T-shirt with the logo ‘BE THE PERSON YOUR DOG THINKS YOU ARE’. I wish 
everyone the best in getting there.  

Meredith Marshall, President  

My goals as President: 

• Increase our instructor 
base so that we had 
sufficient enthusiastic new 
instructors and assistant 
instructors to support the 
ever-increasing demand 
for affordable effective 
dog training. 

• Introduce class notes to 
take home after class. 

• Classes that are fun, safe 
and informative over a 
wide range of skills. 

• Start to replace ageing 
infrastructure while 
maintaining safe 
practices. 

THANK YOU! 

There are no islands in clubs - 
every person contributes to 

the best of their ability. 
Instructors who show up  

and share their vast reserves 
of knowledge, committee 
members who plan and  

guide the Club’s direction and 
meet its fiduciary 

responsibilities and our 
general members who keep 
coming back and providing 
positive feedback for us to 

continue giving hundreds of 
hours of unpaid work. 
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Secretary’s Report 
2025 has been a year of new looks, new approaches and new infrastructure. It was 
with trepidation I took on the role of Secretary 12 months ago, stepping in to fill the 
enormous shoes left by Heather Turpie who was Secretary for 20+ years. However, the 
impact and feedback provided by club members has made the efforts of all our 
volunteers (investing time, treasure and talent) worth every second.  

Our club was supported by 197 members (be it a single, family or pensioner 
membership) in 2025 – they had a need for training or wanted to strengthen their 
engagement with their dog and most attended one of our training classes for a term or 
the entire year. 

Five members joined the committee for the first time in 2025, bringing new energy 
and talent to the Club. As Meredith highlighted in her Presidents report, we also saw 
people step up to instruct and assist for the first time and for the 1000th time, ensuring 
we have capacity to continue to offer our classes. Throughout 2025 we generally held 
committee and instructor meetings on alternate months, with a couple of combined 
meetings held.  

From a governance perspective the Committee approved a new Behaviour Policy and 
Code of Conduct, modelled on that of Dogs Victoria and available on our website. We 
have also updated all instructors with current Working With Children Checks and are 
developing a Child Safe policy. Our First Aid equipment was upgraded and we have a 
formal register of accredited volunteers. 

New committee members Jodie, Deb and Bryn redesigned and built our refreshed 
website – a key portal for members to find information about what we do and how to 
get involved. This was and continues to be a significant and on-going piece of work. 
Deb and Jodie also designed and produce our quarterly newsletter - The Recall – with 
a refreshed look with invited articles and features. And designed our new brochure 
which communicates what we offer for new dog owners and local residents. 

Some new things come to clubs who are persistent – and after consistent and 
persistent engagement by Club office bearers over many years, we are delighted with 
the toilets built by the City of Greater Bendigo. I’d like to express my appreciation of 
COGB Facilities Liaison Officer Karly Bingham for her assistance bringing this long-term 
dream to reality. Now we will turn our focus to addressing the standard of the club 
building and training facilities.  

In 2025 we used funds made possible by memberships to purchase equipment 
including trial fencing, mobile lights and trailer for winter evening training, agility tyre 
and training weave poles, tables, and iPads for trial ring scribes. Our grounds and 
buildings have been cared for and repaired by Clive, Bryn, Meredith and Sian – their 
time and skills to quietly improve our home grounds are deeply appreciated! And our 
mobile lights have been made safer by Steve and Nicole and will be in use for the 2026 
winter terms – thank you! 

Participation in classes 
Class participation through out 2025 was high! Our social class 4/5 continues to grow 
and we reinstated a 4/5 trialling class in 2025 due to the number of members 
commencing their obedience and rally trial journey. Thanks to check-in coordinators 
Jodie & Bryn, managing a new google sheet check in system. 
 

2025 Achievements: 

197 members 

19 volunteer instructors & 
assistant instructors  

14 volunteer committee 
members 

NEW look website 

NEW look newsletter 

NEW brochure 

NEW toilets 

NEW policies 

Reinstated ring craft class 

Hosted 7 competition trials 

Hosted 3 workshops 

2 Intro to Agility programs 

2 Beginner Scent Work 
programs 

Invested in equipment & 
infrastructure 

Demo team (in action below) 
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Classes delivered… 
• Baby Puppies – a critical early step for any puppy to help build socialisation skills. 
• Older Puppies – this class is where we see many new members start their engagement and training journey on a Wednesday 

night. 
• Beginners – a popular class in 2025 we ran two Beginner classes in Term 4 after we had insufficient instructors to offer the class 

in Term 3. This class is also where our new members first gain experience in one of our classes. 
• Advanced Beginners – focused on building engagement and skills before dogs and handlers graduate to Sunday classes.  
• Class 1 – a foundation class that has been lucky to have had long time instructor Greg bring his expertise each week, but Greg 

took a leave of absence in Term 4 when others stepped in.  
• Class 2 – starting to formalise key obedience and rally skills, this class was supported by a number of instructors over the year. 
• Class 3 – refining technique and finesse this class is the final one before graduating to off lead skills. 
• Class 4/5 social – developing relaxed and sound social skills in a fun and engaging way, with a lot of off leash work. 
• Class 4/5 ring craft – a focused class reinstated in 2025 due to the number of members starting to formally trial in obedience 

and rally. This class is delivered by different experienced members during trial the season. 
• Wednesday morning help class – formalised in 2025, this class offers a more intimate opportunity to build on skills taught in 

classes 1-5 training and space to work on engagement with dogs and handlers that struggle in busy environments.  
• Agility - agility class participation is growing thanks to the delivery of two Introduction to Agility programs delivered in 2025. 
• Scent Work – scent work popularity is also on the rise with a high number of members participating in one of the two Beginner 

Scent Work programs offered in 2025 and then being supported with informal member groups practising and continuing their 
training journey in a collaborative and supportive environment.  

• Tricks – a long running specialist class offered each week through the terms, building engagement and skills that translate not 
only to the tricks ring but also to the rally course and dance floor. 

Acknowledging achievements in competitions 
At the AGM in March the Club gave out awards for 2024 titles gained by members. 59 titles were achieved across 7 disciplines. 
Nicole Crameri and Bob Pickle took out the 2024 Henri Award for the top performance dog. Thanks to Denise Chrystal for 
coordinating the compilation of awards each year. 

The 2025 year has seen a fantastic number of members participating in a range of trials, having success and fun with their dogs. Our 
specialist classes have enabled club members to explore and experience a wide range of dog sports with skilled and supportive 
guidance. We are exceptionally lucky to have so many members donate their time and talent to help each other in progressing 
through various sports and levels. 

Workshops & Demos delivered 
We don’t have all the skills and knowledge needed to help every dog and handler teams grow, and over the last 12 months we 
invited specialist trainers to deliver very targeted workshops. These included: 

• Tracking 101 Workshop with Mark Murray – in September 
• Scent Work Workshop with Jo Bates – in January 
• Rally Workshop with Ross Carlson – in March  

We were also invited to demonstrate what the Club offers at the 2025 Bendigo Agricultural Show. Meredith coordinated two days of 
demos of obedience, scent work, tricks and agility skills with 16 members volunteering their time over the two days. 

Social events 
It wasn’t always focused training – we celebrated End of Term Graduations with games and applause at the conclusion of each Term. 
And our annual Christmas Break Up once again saw dress ups, some new games and relaxed coffee and tea with friendships formed 
during the year and even had a dog-free Christmas dinner at a local venue. 

Thank you to several businesses who supported us in 2025: Bart ‘n’ Print, Zali & Co, Everything K9, LLPetsHealth, LifeWise, 4Legs 
and Kong. Your donations and support mean we can direct our cash to other things such as new equipment. 

The role of Secretary is never glamorous and carries a solid amount of administration, but it has been made easier by the support of 
Meredith and Sarah, our President and Treasurer respectively, and a number of committee members who were always happy to 
help out when life and work made it challenging to keep my head above water. Thank you! 

I reflect with pride on what we have achieved in 2025 despite some headwinds, and the groundwork laid for the 2026 year.  

Alexandra Gartmann, Secretary 
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2025 Committee & Instructors 
2025 Committee Members were: 

President Meredith Marshall 

Secretary Alexandra Gartmann 

Treasurer Sarah Crocker 

Vice President Denise Chrystal 

Committee Jodie Bajada 

 Dale Cousins 

 Nicole Crameri 

 Julie Fainges 

 Rob Hopman 

 Merle Hopman 

 Clive Hughes 

 Sian James 

 Deb Wain 

 Bryn Wedgeford 

 

2025 Instructors throughout the year were: 

Baby Puppies Denise Chrystal 

Older Puppies Meredith Marshall, Alexandra 
Gartmann, Sarah Franks 

Beginners Alexandra Gartmann, Meredith 
Marshall, Sarah Franks 

Advanced 
Beginners 

Rob Hopman, Merle Hopman, Sian 
James 

Class 1 Greg Hicks, Clive Hughes, Max 
Donovan 

Class 2 Sarah Crocker, Rob Hopman, Bryn 
Wedgeford 

Class 3 Merle Hopman, Nicole Crameri 

Class 4/5 James Browne, Greg Hicks, Clive 
Hughes 

Class 4/5 –  
ring craft 

Merle Hopman, Denise Chrystal, 
Eileen Perry 

Beginner Scent 
Work  Heather Turpie, Sandra Price 

Tricks Nicole Crameri, Denise Chrystal 

Agility Meredith Marshall, Sarah Crocker, 
Alexandra Gartmann 

Wednesday Help 
Class Nicole Crameri, Denise Chrystal 

Assistants Clive Hughes, Sian James,  
Max Donovan, Jodie Bajada 

 

 

The Rally & 
Obedience Trial 

was awesome but 
I also really loved 

having NADAC 
agility trials on 

our home ground. 

Lots of members 
coming to training! 

So many trialling & having success 
& fun with their dogs. Additional 

workshops were also good. 

 

Trialling together was the 
best. I’ve also enjoyed the 

moments in instructing 
when giving someone a 

pointer & seeing the 
improvement right away. 

Baby Puppy class is always a 
highlight, starting them off on 
their journey is very fulfilling. 
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Agility Trial Report 
The Bendigo Obedience Dog Club hosted their annual Agility and Jumping Trial over 
the 2025 Cup weekend. 

Seventy-four dogs took part, completing 475 runs of agility and jumping courses. 
Novice, Excellent and Masters level dogs competed on 26 different courses designed 
by three different judges over the two days.  

Agility competition courses include about twenty different obstacles: jumps, tunnels, 
weave poles and contact obstacles the dog runs or scrambles over. Obstacle jump 
heights are suited to the dogs, jumps at 200mm, 300mm, 400mm, 500 mm or 600mm 
based on the height of the dog at the withers. Dogs are required to learn obstacles 
such as hoops, tunnels, weaving poles, A-frame, dog walk, see saw and jumps. 

During the course the handler cannot touch the dog, nor the obstacles. The goal is to 
complete the course without faults and as fast as possible.  

A ‘clear round’ must be obtained to receive a “Qualification” which is no time faults or 
course faults recorded on the course. As qualifications are gained “Titles” are awarded 
and the dog will progress to the next higher class.  

At the Bendigo Trial 109 Qualifying Passes were achieved from the 475 runs – 
highlighting just how challenging this sport can be. Bendigo Club members who 
achieved passes include: 

Member Name Dog Name Class Result Place 
Alexandra Gartmann Murray Novice Jumping 500 (A) QP 1 

Alexandra Gartmann Murray Novice Jumping 500 (B) QP 1 
Meredith Marshall  
(dog handled by  
A Gartmann) 

Isabelle Excellent Agility QP 1 

Allan McPherson Benji Masters Jumping QP 3 

Lisa McPherson Loki Masters Jumping QP 4 

Elaine Rawiller Scout Novice Jumping QP 2 

QP = Qualifying Pass 

The Club awarded the Dot Heffernan Memorial Sash for Fastest Qualifying Jumping 
round to Loki and Lisa McPherson. And the Ian McCallum Memorial Sash for Fastest 
Qualifying Agility round to Isabelle and Alex Gartmann (handler on the day due to 
injured owner). 

As each course is different, handlers are allowed a short walk-through (typically 
10 minutes) before the event starts. During this time, all handlers competing in a 
particular class can walk around the course without their dogs, determining how 
they can best position themselves and guide their dogs to get the most accurate 
and rapid path around the numbered obstacles. The handler tends to run a path 
much different from the dog’s path, so the handler can sometimes spend quite a bit 
of time planning for what is usually a quick run. 

At the Bendigo Trial 109 
Qualifying Passes were 

achieved from the 475 runs –
highlighting just how 

challenging this sport can be. 
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The walk-through is critical for success because the course’s path takes various 
turns, even U-turns or 270° turns, can cross back on itself, can use the same 
obstacle more than once, can have two obstacles so close to each other that the 
dog and handler must be able to clearly discriminate which to take, and can be 
arranged so that the handler must work with obstacles between themselves and 
the dog, called layering, or at a great distance from the dog. 

Each dog and handler team gets one opportunity together to attempt to complete 
the course successfully. The dog begins behind a starting line and, when instructed 
by their handler, proceeds around the course. The handler typically runs near the 
dog, directing the dog with spoken commands and with body language (the 
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Because speed counts as much as accuracy, especially at higher levels of competition, this all 
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Eight club members entered. These members train through the year both at home, and at club.  
The full list of Bendigo members and their dogs who participated in the trial were: 

Donna Blanks  Arynbeth Hugo Boss SWN, N.SPRD, TKN 

Alexandra Gartmann  MurrayWiggle TKS, SWN 
Meredith Marshall 
(dog handled by A Gartmann) Isabelle AD, JD, JDX, TD, SWN, TKS 

Helen McCutcheon  Etherial Total Eclipse TKS, JD 

Helen McCutcheon  Etherial Aurora Australis TKS 

Allan McPherson  Benji TKN, JD, JDX, AD 

Lisa McPherson  Loki TKN, CCD, JD, JDX, AD 

Elaine Rawiller  Huntlyscout TKS 

Deb Wain  Pyxis RA 

Trials require many hands to help run a smooth event, and approx 30 volunteers contributed 
time over the weekend (both club members and people from other clubs) – plus those who 
volunteered their time in the lead up to the trial, planning and coordinating the many jobs 
needing to be done. 

Enormous thanks goes to Club Committee members and instructors (special shout out to Agility 
Instructor Meredith Marshall) and generous Club members – you are the lifeblood of our club 
and trials could not be held without you. 

Sarah Crocker, Agility Trial Secretary  
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NADAC Agility Trial Report 
The Bendigo Obedience Dog Club supported ‘Paws to Consider’ running two NADAC 
Agility trials in Bendigo, in June and September 2025.  

With separate class divisions for Veterans and Junior Handlers and a variety of games, 
NADAC dog agility offers something for everyone! NADAC courses are traditionally fun 
and fast due to the flow and distance between obstacles. The goal is to maintain an 
environment that tests dog and handler teams with appropriate challenges, while 
combining speed, accuracy, distance, and teamwork. 

There is only ever a single ring running, which means less distractions for dogs and 
handlers. Dogs can jump at lower heights meaning older dogs can continue to do a 
sport they love without the impact on their bodies. NADAC offer courses with no 
jumping, such as Tunnellers and Grounders, which focus on directional control without 
high impact on dog joints and muscles.  

Over the last couple of years the Club has delivered several ‘Introduction to Agility’ 
multi-week programs. As a result, there are a number of members building 
foundations and kicking off their agility journey – and NADAC is a fabulous place to test 
your skills in a supportive and low stress environment.  

The June trial saw 10 club members competing across 4 different courses in very cold 
and foggy conditions. In September 10 club members enjoyed a day of achievements 
under sunny blue skies. 

Thanks go to Shirlene Clark from Paws to Consider for bringing a NADAC trial to 
Bendigo. It is a unique opportunity to trial at our own grounds and not have to travel! 

Meredith Marshall, Sarah Crocker & Alexandra Gartmann, Agility Coordinators 

 

        

Country trials are always a 
lovely day full of support, 

encouragement, friendship, 
achievements, and the 

gaining of insights. But a trial 
does not miraculously happen 
– there are hours, days, and 

weeks of work put in by many 
behind the scenes to bring a 

perfect day to fruition. 
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Obedience & Rally Trial Report 
Bendigo Obedience Dog Club held its annual Obedience and Rally trial on Sunday 17th August at the Finn Street Recreation 
Reserve with 98 dogs entered and approximately 70 competitors and their families from all over the state, and a couple from 
interstate. This event is one of many events we hold annually at the grounds in addition to our regular training. 

Country trials are always a lovely day full of support, encouragement, friendship, achievements, and the gaining of insights. But a 
trial does not miraculously happen – there are hours, days, and weeks of work put in by many behind the scenes to bring a perfect 
day to fruition. Trial Secretary Sarah Crocker, Club members, and generous volunteers all pitch in for a range of planning tasks, set 
up, stewarding, cooking, pack up and reporting. 

There were four rings running throughout the day – two for Obedience and two for Rally. 

Obedience trials demonstrate the dog and handler’s ability to work together with precision and publicly show the training they have 
done to achieve this. It is essential that the dog demonstrates willingness and enjoyment when working, but handlers can only give 
single commands to the dog for each exercise. 

Classes (the levels that dogs and handlers trial in) are designed to be progressive, allowing the dog and their handler to grow their 
skills and experience as titles are earned. There are seven levels of obedience in Australia: Community Companion Dog (CCD), 
Companion Dog (CD), Companion Dog Excellent (CDX), Utility Dog (UD), Utility Dog Excellent (UDX), Obedience Champion (O. CH), 
and Grand Champion (O. GR.CH.). These titles become more challenging as they progress. 

Rally aims to provide a fast-moving and motivational sport for both dogs and their handlers, requiring them to work as a team to 
complete various exercises in a set course that demonstrates competency in basic obedience exercises. 

Handlers are allowed to walk the course to become familiar with it before competing. The Rally course is set out with numbered 
stations including a start and finish. Handlers and their dogs navigate the course by following the numbers and carrying out the 
exercises shown on the sign positioned at each of the numbered stations. Dogs work in the “Heel” position between exercises. 

Handlers can direct their dog by talking, encouraging with praise, and patting unless specified in the rules. At the entry-level of 
Novice, dogs negotiate a course having between 10 and 15 stations (not including the start and finish) and work on lead during the 
test. There is a total of 76 stations available to be placed on a Rally course, gradually increasing in complexity as the level of Rally 
becomes higher. The higher levels of Rally – Advanced, Excellent and Master – use up to 24 stations including many of the more 
complex ones and dogs are required to navigate the course off lead with their handlers. 

Congratulations to the following club members who received the club member Highest Qualifying Score for Obedience & Rally and 
those who competed with their dogs in the following classes: 

Highest Qualifying Score Obedience – Deb Wain & Pyxis (96/100 in CCD) 

Highest Qualifying Score Rally – Erica Schelfhorst & Pi (98/100 in Rally Excellent) 

RALLY RESULTS 

Rally Novice AM  Rally Advanced AM 

Jan Moore & Squizzy  Jan Moore & Tilly 

Donna Blanks & Hugo  Sandra Price & Lexi 

Max Donovan & Tosh (Q)  Deb Wain & Pyxis 

Lynne Murdoch & Fancy Fire Fly (Q)  James Browne & Sheree 
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Alex Gartmann & Murray  Sian James & Maggie (Q) 

Alex Gartmann & Ruby (Q)  Sian James & Badger 

Sarah Crocker & Jay (Q)  Rally Excellent AM 

Bryn Wedgeford & Torben (Q)  Erica Shelfhorst & Pi (Q) 

Barbara Farwell & Bingo  Heather Turpie & Tia 

Dale Cousins & Coco (Q)  Rally Master AM 

Damian Holden & Chook  Eileen Perry & Jazzy 

 Erica Shelfhorst & Cheeky (Q) 

Rally Novice PM  Rally Advanced PM 

Jan Moore & Squizzy  Jan Moore & Tilly 

Donna Blanks & Hugo (Q)  Sandra Price & Lexi 

Max Donovan & Tosh (Q)  Deb Wain & Pyxis (Q) 

Lynne Murdoch & Fancy Fire Fly  James Browne & Sheree 

Alex Gartmann & Murray (Q)  Sian James & Maggie 

Alex Gartmann & Ruby (Q)  Sian James & Badger (Q) 

Sarah Crocker & Jay  Rally Excellent PM 

Dale Cousins & Coco (Q)  Erica Shelfhorst & Pi (Q) 

Barbara Farwell & Bingo  Heather Turpie & Tia 

Bryn Wedgeford & Torben (Q)  Rally Master PM 

 Eileen Perry & Jazzy 

 Erica Shelfhorst & Cheeky 

OBEDIENCE RESULTS 

CCD Community Companion AM  CCD Community Companion PM 

Sarah Crocker & Bolt  Sarah Crocker & Bolt 

Dale Cousins & Coco  Dale Cousins & Coco 

Deb Wain & Pyxis (Q)  Deb Wain & Pyxis (Q) 

Bryn Wedgeford & Torben  Bryn Wedgeford & Torben 

Alex Gartmann & Murray  Alex Gartmann & Murray 

James Browne & Smokie  James Browne & Smokie 

CD Community Dog AM  

Damian Holden & Chook  

Christine Spicer & Macey  

CDX Open AM  CDX Open PM 

Merle Hopman & Jess  Merle Hopman & Jess 

Pauline Gardner & Buster  

 
Sarah Crocker, Obedience & Rally Trial Secretary   
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Scent Work Novice Trial Report 
The 2025 Novice Scent Work Trial garnered a massive 200 entries in four elements. 
This included the highest number of Club entries to date, eleven handlers and twelve 
dogs: Dale Cousins & Coco, Denise Chrystal & Timothy, Sian James & Maggie, Barbara 
Farwell & Bingo (scratched), Chris Jones & Hank, Jillian Collier & Issy, Bryn 
Wedgeford & Torben, Donna Blanks & Hugo, Julie Fainges & Zariah, Erica Schelfhorst 
& Pi, Alexandra Gartmann with Murray & Ruby. Congratulations to all members, 
many of whom were entered in their very first trial or scent trial. Overall participants 
achieved 103 qualifications and five Scent Work Novice titles. A great outcome and 
experience for all. 

Many thanks to those helped with the loads to set-up on Saturday! Club members: 
Nicole Crameri, Jodie Bajada, Bryn Wedgeford, Sian James and Julie Fainges loaded and 
transported the equipment to the showgrounds. We checked and cleaned the testing 
sites, erected gazebos and tarps, and set up the admin. Thanks to Heather Turpie for 
the trailer loan. 

On Sunday, more volunteers joined the judges and Dogs Victoria representative Lindy 
Gumpold. Many thanks to our judges: Simone Daley, Leonie Kelleher, Angela Hervey- 
Tennyson, and Sonja Needs who were ably assisted by Meredith Marshall, Deb Wain, 
Colleen Mulquiny, Eileen Perry, Jan Moore, Lee-Ann McInnes, Sharon Donaldson, Julie 
Merrifull, Karyn McSweeney, Caro Anderson, Dale Cousins, Clive Hughes, Sandra & 
Brian Crowley, Sarah Crocker, Sarah Franks, and Nicole Cameri. 

More volunteers assisted competitors to their search areas – especially important at a 
Novice trial where many competitors are trialling for the very first time. Thanks to Pam 
Childs, Janelle Convery, Rebecca Kearney and Annemaree Ryan. 

Of course, the catering by Heather Turpie and Sandra Price with food donations from 
Janice Osborne was fabulous and a small way of thanking the judges and volunteers on 
the day. Other Club members assisted with the food: Erica Schelfhorst, Chris Jones, 
Sian James, Alexandra Gartmann and Julie Fainges. 

Special thanks must go to thanks to Nicole Cameri for her help, advice, problem solving 
and work prior to and during the trial. And, along with Steve Kent, for organising 
search vehicles, and packing up on Sunday. Your contributions are greatly appreciated. 
Nicole’s business, Everything K9, was our generous sponsor with gifts for placings in all 
elements. Twelve happy exhibitors left the trial with lovely new training equipment. 

Thank you to all – I hope I haven’t missed anyone but if I have, many thanks to you  
as well! 

Denise Chrystal, Scent Work Trial Secretary  
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Tracking Trial Report 
The June 2025 Tracking Trial showcases a dog's ability to locate people lost in either 
paddocks or bush landscapes. Tracking involves training a dog to follow a scent trail 
and find any discarded articles of clothing along the track.  

There are two types of scents, ground, and body scents. 

Ground scent: is the scent of the ground disturbance left where the tracklayer has 
come into contact with. It contains odours coming from the bruising and damaging of 
grass and foliage, the crushing of roots and the scent of soil bacteria and moulds, 
released where surfaces of soil has been broken by the tracklayer. As a track ages, the 
scent of the decay organisms working on the damaged roots and plants is present. 

Body Scent: is a personal scent left by the tracklayer coming from normal body odour 
left in the air. The tracklayer may have also touched a scrub or grass leaving their scent 
on it. Scent can also come from particles of skin, hair, clothing, fluff, or shoe leather 
shed on the track. 

A trained tracking dog is expected to smell an article belonging to a tracklayer and find 
the track, following it until it finds the end of the track. A dog must also find and 
indicate any articles dropped along the track by its tracklayer. 

It was great to see the many members of the Club coming out for the June weekend to 
help – many thanks! I need to thank the competitors who came not only to track their 
dog but to help with the setup of tracks and remained for the whole weekend. There 
were also couples who came for the entire weekend. Heather and Sandra were a great 
help plus they made the sandwiches for the judges and set up the judges boxes on 
Saturday and Sunday. Thanks to everyone who helped clean up on Sunday. 

Again, a great thank you to the property owners Irene and Bill Punton for their 
continued support of the Club over many years. 

This was my last year as Trial Secretary, and I want to thank some people who have 
helped me over the years. When I first started Denise Crystal put up with me for a few 
years and I am sure I gave her a few heart palpitations trying to get through to 
somehow place competitors with the correct judges. I had only been to one trial and 
watched a dog take off at the first leg. Sad to say I was a slow learner.  

In recent years after she retired Heather Turpie brought her trailer to help me move 
the equipment to the venue in one trip as previously, I had to make three trips in my 
car. The last couple of years Meredith Marshall has also come to help with the 
equipment delivery. Sarah Crocker has pre-printed the pass cards for the last few years 
which was a great help. Thanks to all the other people who have given their time.  

Thank you all for the memories. Keep on tracking. 

Pat Lumsden, Tracking Trial Secretary 

 
  

55 entries, 37 passes, 10 titles 
and 2 scratchings. 

Club members who passed: 

• Heather Turpie & Tia – 
first pass in Tracking 
Grand Champion 

• Meredith Marshall & 
Isabelle – second pass  
in TDX 

• Sian James with Maggie & 
Badger – first pass in TD  
& second pass in TD 

• Sarah Crocker with Bolt & 
Jay – two first passes in 
TD 
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Tricks Trial Report 
The club hosted its 5th Triple Trick Test on Saturday, 3rd May 2025. 11 Bendigo 
members competed from Starters to Advanced Classes. 

Timings: Vetting and number collection for officials took place from 8:00AM to 
8:15AM, followed by general collection from 9:30AM to 9:45AM. 

Equipment checks were conducted between 9:30 AM and 9:45 AM for those who 
required it. Judging for officials commenced early at 8:30 AM, with the remaining 
judging starting after 10:00 AM. 

Ring Setup: The event featured 12m x 12m safety mesh rings, which were successfully 
set up outdoors on the grass. 

Catering: Exhibitor catering was not provided at the venue. Attendees made their own 
food arrangements, though tea, coffee, and cold drinks were available for purchase 
from the Clubhouse throughout the day. 

Volunteers: To ensure smooth operations across the four active rings, the Club 
successfully utilized the stewards who responded to the urgent call for help prior to 
the event (a minimum of 12 were required). 

The event turnout across all levels. The final entry numbers and judging allocations for 
the day were executed as follows:         

Ring Judge  Class Entry Count 

Ring 1 Ms Lydia Cowan  Advanced Test A  7 

Ring 1 Ms Lydia Cowan  Novice B 17 

Ring 1 Ms Lydia Cowan  Starter C 13 

Ring 2 Ms Rochelle Manderson  Intermediate Test A  14 

Ring 2 Ms Rochelle Manderson  Starter Test B 13 

Ring 2 Ms Rochelle Manderson  Novice Test C 16 

Ring 3 Ms Janette Wilson  Starter Test A 14 

Ring 3 Ms Janette Wilson  Intermediate B 14 

Ring 3 Ms Janette Wilson  Advanced Test C 6 

Ring 4 Ms Sue Cordwell  Novice A 17 

Ring 4 Ms Sue Cordwell  Advanced B 6 

Ring 4 Ms Sue Cordwell  Intermediate C 13 

 

Denise Chrystal, Tricks Trial Secretary  

Highest Qualifying Score per 
Test - Bendigo Member: 

Test A:  
Jodie Bajada & Ringbarka 
Southern Monte (Tazzie) - 
Starters Class                  

Test B: Equal First  
Bronley Taylor & 
Mychocolatemilkah (Milkah) - 
Novice Class  

Nicole Crameri & Bobpickle 
(Bob) - Advanced Class 

Test C: 
Bronley Taylor & 
Mychocolatemilkah (Milkah) - 
Novice Class 
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Tricks Trial Report 
The club hosted its 5th Triple Trick Test on Saturday, 3rd May 2025. 11 Bendigo 
members competed from Starters to Advanced Classes. 

Timings: Vetting and number collection for officials took place from 8:00AM to 
8:15AM, followed by general collection from 9:30AM to 9:45AM. 

Equipment checks were conducted between 9:30 AM and 9:45 AM for those who 
required it. Judging for officials commenced early at 8:30 AM, with the remaining 
judging starting after 10:00 AM. 

Ring Setup: The event featured 12m x 12m safety mesh rings, which were successfully 
set up outdoors on the grass. 

Catering: Exhibitor catering was not provided at the venue. Attendees made their own 
food arrangements, though tea, coffee, and cold drinks were available for purchase 
from the Clubhouse throughout the day. 

Volunteers: To ensure smooth operations across the four active rings, the Club 
successfully utilized the stewards who responded to the urgent call for help prior to 
the event (a minimum of 12 were required). 

The event turnout across all levels. The final entry numbers and judging allocations for 
the day were executed as follows:         

Ring Judge  Class Entry Count 

Ring 1 Ms Lydia Cowan  Advanced Test A  7 

Ring 1 Ms Lydia Cowan  Novice B 17 

Ring 1 Ms Lydia Cowan  Starter C 13 

Ring 2 Ms Rochelle Manderson  Intermediate Test A  14 

Ring 2 Ms Rochelle Manderson  Starter Test B 13 

Ring 2 Ms Rochelle Manderson  Novice Test C 16 

Ring 3 Ms Janette Wilson  Starter Test A 14 

Ring 3 Ms Janette Wilson  Intermediate B 14 

Ring 3 Ms Janette Wilson  Advanced Test C 6 

Ring 4 Ms Sue Cordwell  Novice A 17 

Ring 4 Ms Sue Cordwell  Advanced B 6 

Ring 4 Ms Sue Cordwell  Intermediate C 13 

 

Denise Chrystal, Tricks Trial Secretary  

Highest Qualifying Score per 
Test - Bendigo Member: 

Test A:  
Jodie Bajada & Ringbarka 
Southern Monte (Tazzie) - 
Starters Class                  

Test B: Equal First  
Bronley Taylor & 
Mychocolatemilkah (Milkah) - 
Novice Class  

Nicole Crameri & Bobpickle 
(Bob) - Advanced Class 

Test C: 
Bronley Taylor & 
Mychocolatemilkah (Milkah) - 
Novice Class 
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2025 Financial Report 
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Thank you to our Club Sponsors 
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