
 
1 

        

 The Phoenix  
    Autumn Edition  

 2011  

  Members at the Griffon Fun Day 27th November 2010 



 
2 

YYoouurr   CClluubb  

Patrons  

Tom Couchman 

Jocelyn Croad  

President  Michelle Parker Brien  

Vice President  Dave Finch 

Secretary  Claire Parker  

Treasurer  Kerri Taylor  

Edito r Michelle Parker Brien  

mbrienparker@yahoo.com  

Your Committee   

Ros Finch (Social Secretary )  

Jillian Mathieson  

Brian Mc Donald  

Donna Murphy (Rescue Officer)  

Terri O Dell  

Honorary Life Member  

Denis Montford  

 

 

At the fun day  

 

The aims of the club are:  

¶ To promote the Griffon Bruxellois and Petit Brabancon breed.  

¶ To highlight the versatility of the breed as a loving and loyal pet, and a show 

and performance dog  

¶ To promote good sportsmanship and good fellowship  among members at all 

times  

¶ To show respect and courtesy to all members in an atmosphere free of 

bullying and intimidation  

¶ To support responsible and ethical breeding practices of Griffons  

¶ To support and recommend testing of health issues relevant to Gr iffons 

based on genuine scientific research, both local and international.  

¶ To provide a rescue service for Griffons  

¶ To promote friendship and social activities among all Griffon owners  

¶ To educate Griffon owners about grooming, training and responsible 

ownership  

¶ To work in partnership with othe r  responsible  Griffon Bruxellois Club s of 

Australia and internationally  for the betterment of the breed

mailto:mbrienparker@yahoo.com
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Jocelyn Barker of Top Dog 

Massage is a proud supporter 

and sponsor of The Griffon 

Fanciers Association.  

Jocelyn is a qualified masseuse 

and nurse. She has an in 

depth knowledge of both 

canine and human 

musculation and is 

recommended by vets and 

show, obedience and agility 

competit ors. 

Her massages can help with injury recovery as well as 

provide a relaxing experience for your dog.  

Contact Jocelyn and give your dog a treat.   

 

EEddii ttoorrss  NNootteess  

I hope that you enjoy this edition which has information about the history of the 

breed and a story about Griffons in 1923.  

I have also included information about the Virtual Show to aid the flood victims as 

well as the usual news about Griffons.  

There is also a report on the Griffon health survey that was conducted by the 

Victorian club and information about our Accredited Breeders scheme  

Our club website has been updated and there is now opportunity for all members to 

contribute photos to the Photo Galleries.  

Thank you to those people who have sent me information for this edition.  There has 

been so much infor mation that I have had to leave out the obedience article for 

this edition  as I was running out of space. Thank you for sharing your Griffon õs 

stories and photos.  

I hope that you get as much pleasure reading it as I did compiling it.  

Michelle  
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PPrreessiiddeennttss  RReeppoorr tt   

The club continues to go from strength to strength and I 

am pleased to report that we now have 60 members who all 

own and love Griffons.  

Our point score shows have been successful with entries between 11 ð 13 Griffons 

which are good numbers for a numerically rare breed.  

As well as our Code of Ethics we have also introduced an Accredited Breeders 

Scheme which member breede rs can apply for free of charge. We have adopted the 

guidelines of the Accredited Breeders scheme that has been introduced by Dog s 

NSW. These guidelines are reasonable and responsible and they encompass the 

types of things that responsible, caring breeders already do when they breed their 

dogs. 

I know that our breeder members are all responsible breeders who love their 

Griffons and care about the future of the breed and I am sure that they will 

already be doing the various things listed in the Accredited Breeders list. Our 

scheme provides a way of recognising and acknowledging the work that is already 

being done. 

On another matter, a t this time both Queensland and Victoria have been ravaged by 

floods and I encourage all dog lovers to support the Virtual Dog Show to help those 

people with dogs during this terrible time.   

As I prepare this I have just heard about the dreadful cyclone in  Far North 

Queensland and my thoughts and best wishes are with those people who are 

experiencing this unimaginable situation  

 Michelle Parker Brien.   

CClluubb  WWeebbssii ttee  UUppddaattee  

Claire Parker, the secretary has updated our website and it now has a new web 

address which is  www.griffonfanciers.com  

Some other features include a photo gallery .Members can now place photos of 

their own dogs into these albums once approved by the secretary. Just send her an 

email at lafoliepbgv@yahoo.com and she will allow you to enter the photos.  

We also have a gallery of Champions album and would like as many Champions, both 

past and present added to the album.  

The website has also been now l inked to Face Book and can be found by a Face Book 

search under the title - Griffon Fanciers Association

http://www.griffonfanciers.com/
mailto:lafoliepbgv@yahoo.com


 
6 

 

GGrr ii ff ffoonn  CCoorr nneerr   

Griffons have been owned by all sorts of people and some of them very famous. 

George Lucas  owned 5 Griffons so it is not a coinciden ce that 

some of the characters from Star Wars have a very Griffony 

look. We can see where he 

got his inspiration from.  I 

particularly think that the 

smooth Griffons look like 

Yoda when they lay, hanging 

their head upside down  

Bob Hope  also owned a red smooth Griffon  

bitch called Litahni Candy.  He purchased her as a pet on one of 

his visits to England and she travelled back to America with him 

on the Queen Mary, in the lap of luxury. She stayed in his cabin, 

reputedly sleeping on his head in the large doubl e bedð which 

does sound very much like a Griffon.   

In the Summer 2010 edition of the newsletter I told 

you about Jocelyn Walkerõs litter with some photos 

of th e little puppy. Well s he attended her first show 

on the 4 th  December and Jocelyn wrote  - òI am 

pleased to say that my baby Griffon ôVivaõ aka 

'Tiroroa Means Bizness' , enjoyed herself at the 

show today 

and was 

awarded 

"Best Baby 

Puppy in 

Show"!  -

not bad 

for her 

first day out, she had a great time, even 

barked at the judge and never stopped 

wagging her tail.  The next day she again 

won Baby in Show so it was a fabulous debut for her. 
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You will be pleased to know that Jazzy, Ch Nagpuni Jellybean Jazz , is making a 

full recovery from the back injury that left her temporarily paralysed  from the 

waist down. The injury was a slipped disc that paralysed the nerves but weekly 

massage and acupuncture and gentle exercise have led to a slow but steady 

recovery. Those who saw her at the picnic day will have seen that she was still 

wobbly on her back legs but she ha s continued to progress since then and Terri now 

plans to train her in obedience . 

Hunter (NZ Ch/Aust Ch Paris Night Fever)  owned and bred by Sandi Feaver 

(Paris Griffons) returned home to New Zealand in time for Christmas, after his 

visit to Australia. Hu nter won the hearts of all who met him with his gentle, 

affectionate personality . Sandi had a very 

late night when she collected him from 

Auckland Airport as his flight did not 

arrive until midnight and then it took 3 

hours for him to be cleared by Customs  and 

Quarantine.  

Sandi took some Griffon girls to welcome 

him home and she said that he was so 

excited to see them all. After inspecting all 

his old favourite places he has settled back 

home as if he had never been away and 

although he is now a bed dog he  sometimes 

chooses to go with the other boys to sleep 

in his old bed so he can be one of  the boys            

                                              Hunter with his Australian family just before 

returning home  

Terri O Dellõs Griffons are once again 

media stars ð this time in an advertisement  

on TV. Terri wrote ðò Roxy has shot 

another commercial. This time it was for 

Optimum dog food. There are about eight 

different breeds of dogs in this 

commercial & hopefully should be great.  

They filmed Roxy as th e flying dog, which 

meant she was thrown two metres across 

the front of the camera. Roxy performed 

this in her usual cool manner about eight 

times to obtain the perfect shot (very particular director ).  During Filming                                           

She also had to be filmed in a sitting position looking in different directions & then 

having water showered on her then a bucket of water tipped over her. Tricks also 
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performed included spinning on the spot & sliding across camera. 

I hope she doesnõt end up on the cutting room floor as she put in 

a hard dayõs work. They were using a slow motion camera which 

picks up every single movement of the dogs, it looked amazing. 

Our Brooklyn also had a quick shot in front of the cameras 

playing with the Italian Greyhound but I donõt think that will be 

included.ò 

Roxy is the mother of Jazz who was in the              Roxy 

commercial for Purina   

 Club Patron, Jocelyn Croad  was forced to hastily evacuate her 

house when the flood waters 

rose so quickly that even the  

sandbags could not keep the water out of the 

house and dog runs. 

Luckily for Jocelyn and Eddie they were able to 

get the cars out onto the road before the front 

of the house and drive went under water.  

A family friend had spent the previous night with 

t hem when the flooded roads cut him off from his 

home and 

Jocelyn said that if he had not been there 

she does not know if she would have been 

able to get all her  dogs out in time. As it 

was both she and Eddie and all the 

Griffons, including a mother with tw o, 

three week old puppies made it safely out 

and were able to spend the time with a 

friend who lives on higher ground.    

The puppies and mum took it all in there 

stride without any ill effects.  

Another member, Shane Thomas , lives in Townsville and had to b atten down when 

Cyclone Yasi hit the coast. Fortunately Shane and his family and all the dogs were 

safe but he has fences down and trees fell on top of some of the kennels crushing 

the roof. Much of Townsville was without power for almost a week following the 

cyclone so that made life even more difficult in the aftermath  

Now both Shane and Jocelyn  have the unenviable task of the big clean up  and 

repairs but at least they are safe . 

I know that our thoughts and best wishes are with them as they get their live s 

back to normal
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DDOOGGSS  QQUUEEEENNSSLLAANNDD  22001111  FFLLOOOODD  DDIISSAASSTTEERR  FFUUNNDD  
RRAAIISSIINNGG  AAPPPPEEAALL  

VIRTUAL DOG SHOW  

Dogs Queensland has mounted a major fund raising initiative to provide much needed 

financial assistance to our members across the State of Queensland. Since early 

December 2010 our State has received an unprecedented amount of record breaking 

rainfall most of which has come after many years of extended drought.  

The net result has been a devastating series of widespread flood events the likes of 

which have not been see n for more than 35 years. A significant number of our members 

have sustained serious property damage and are now facing the heartbreaking task of 

rebuilding.  

Whilst insurance cover may eventually go some way towards replacing the essential items 

we also realise (as dog enthusiasts) that the need for immediate access to funds to 

ensure that our members dogs are kept safe and in good order becomes absolutely 

critical. The cost of temporary boarding, feeding, replacement of secure fencing / kennel 

runs, Veter inary care and transport are all very real expenses confronting our members 

right across the state of Queensland. And make no mistake -the need for this financial 

assistance is immediate and urgent.  

So how will the Dogs Queensland Virtual Dog Show operate  and how will it raise much 

needed financial assistance for our members?  

Put quite simply: A Virtual Dog Show is the dog show you have when you donõt have a dog 

show!!  

Entries can be received directly online or for those without the necessary technology 

hardcopy entry forms can be completed using the special entry form provided and posted 

to the Dogs Queensland office.  

A commemorative souvenir catalogue will be produced and will be made available to all 

participants by 31st March 2011 ð entries close on 25th February 2011. This catalogue 

will provide a lasting record of your support for our fundraising event and will 

acknowledge to all other participants the generosity that you have extended to your 

fellow dog world enthusiasts.  

The entry fee per dog is $10.00 and the usual classes (as well as some special classes) 

will be available. Full details are contained on the Show Schedule overleaf.  

All funds raised through entry fees will be made immediately available to our members 

upon receipt of an assistance  application.  

 Dogs Queensland would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank you in 

anticipation of your support of our members and their dogs at this very worrying time.  
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VIRTUAL DOG SHOW Entry Schedule  

Entry fees:  $10.00 AUD per dog per class .   Junior Handlers: $2.00 AUD per entrant  

Classes available:  

1 / 1(a) Baby Puppy Dog / Bitch (3 to under 6 months of age)  

2 / 2(a) Minor Puppy Dog / Bitch (6 to under 9 months of age)  

3 / 3(a) Puppy Dog / Bitch (6 to under 12 months of age)  

4 / 4(a) Jun ior Dog / Bitch (9 to under 18 months of age)  

5 / 5(a) Intermediate Dog / Bitch (18 to under 36 months of age)  

10 / 10(a) Australian Bred Dog / Bitch (over 6 months of age whelped in Australia)  

11 / 11(a) Open Dog / Bitch (6 months of age or over)  

20 /  20(a) Grand Champ Dog / Bitch (Gr Champion title or overseas equivalent)  

30 / 30(a) Rainbow Bridge Dog / Bitch (dog / bitch of any age now deceased)  

40 Mixed Marriage class (for dogs and bitches of unknown parentage)  

Junior Handlers : 7 years of age and  under 10 years of age  

10 years of age and under 18 years of age  

Entries will close on Friday 25th February 2011.  

Commemorative catalogues will be made available to all participants by 31st March 2011.  

Those requiring a hard copy catalogue please inclu de an additional $25.00 AUD with your 

entries to cover postage and handling fees.  

How to enter:  

There are two quick and easy ways to enter the Virtual Dog Show .  

1. Enter and pay online using the Virtual Dog Show link to Ozentries. The link can be 

found  on the Dogs Queensland website homepage at 

www.dogsqueensland.org.au  

2. Fill in the special entry form and post your entry forms and 

payment direct to:  

Dogs Queensland Virtual Dog Show PO Box 495 FORTITUDE 

VALLEY Qld 4006  

 

 

 

 

Martha and Henry  
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VVIIRRTTUUAALL  DDOOGG  SSHHOOWW    

Postal Entry Form  

(PLEASE PROVIDE A SEPARATE ENTRY FORM PER DOG) 

 

GROUP :  

BREED :  

NAME OF REGISTERED OWNER/S :  

REGISTERED NAME OF DOG :  

DATE OF BIRTH :  

TITLE :  

SIRE :  

DAM :  

COUNTRY :  

CLASS ENTRY @ $10.00 AUD EACH  

JUNIOR HANDLERS NAME & AGE GROU P @$2.00   

HARD COPY CATALOGUE  Please send me hard copy catalogues at @25.00 AUD 

DONATION $ (Australian dollars)   Yes/No  

 

TOTAL FEES Included  $  

(Australian dollars)  

METHOD OF PAYMENT (Cheque / Money order / Credit Card)  

Credit Card Type:  

Credit Card Num ber:  

Name on Credit Card:  

 

Please post your entry forms (together with your full payment) to:  

Dogs Queensland, Virtual Dog Show, PO Box 495, FORTITUDE VALLEY Qld
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Minutes of the Previous Meeting  

Held 4 th  December 2010  

Erskine Park Dog Showgrounds  

Meeting o pen 12.45 pm 

Present : M Parker Brien (Chair) K. Taylor, D. Murphy J. Murphy, T.OõDell, G. OõDell, R. Finch, D. Finch, 

C Parker 

Apologies: B. McDonald, J. McDonald, J. Mathieson  

Minutes from Last meeting  : Moved they be accepted  R. Finch. Seconded K Taylor  

Business Arising from the Minutes:  

1. Website ð some people having trouble accessing the address ð it links to another club instead. 

The web designer to look at an alternative address/domain name.  

2. Fun Day ð This was highly successful  with 30 members attendi ng and 32 Griffons. Feedback 

was very positive. It was noted that the club gives thanks Ros Finch as social secretary, and 

Dave Finch for all the work they did in organising the day and the ir  donations for the prizes 

for the various games and competitions.  The club also thanks Bradleyõs Bowl Dog Treats for 

their donation of boxes of treats which also made up the prizes  

3. Other Fun Day suggestions ð A Griffon picnic with a walk and grooming day will be held in 

May/June when the weather is cooler. As Fagenõs Park was such a lovely venue it was decided 

that it would be held there again . There will be a griffon walk, lunch and grooming afternoon . 

We need more suggestions from members as to the type of activity that they would enjoy.  

4. Raffle ð the raffle was drawn  by K Taylor  at the meeting and the winner was M Parker Brien.  

Thanks to Kerri f or  her donation of the figurine  

5. Tom Couchman, our Patron ð defeated the motion against him in a very convincing manner and 

has now been elected as Chair of Dogs NSW. The club to send a letter of congratulations and 

our support for him in the future in his new role.  

Corr espondence: I n: Letter and information from the Dept of Fair Trading re Incorporation.  This is 

necessary when we apply for affiliation but not at the present time . K. Taylor moved that we delay 

incorporation until later next year when we are move financial. Seconded T OõDell.    Carried 

Treasurers Report:   

Account at the Greater Permanent Building Society -Total balances as at 21.11.10 - $732.71  

Approval of New Memb ers:  

The following new members joined and were approved:  

Ian Finch  Campbell Payne Susie Kaszonyl Renee Flower Shane Thomas 

Nikki Finch  Grant OõDell Karen Pearce Adam Cooke  

Frazer McCrodden  Annette Clissold  Ian Clissold  Luke McMillan   

The club welcomes the members and we hope that they and their Griffons enjoy their association with 

the club.  The club now has a total of 60 members ð all of whom own a Griffon.  

K Taylor moved that we continue with the current membership fee arrangement so that more people 

are encouraged to join. Seconded G. OõDell Carried 
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Club Members Code of Conduct: K. Taylor moved that the draft code of conduct be accepted. 

Seconded- D. Murphy.  Carried Unanimously. 

Club Breeders Code of Ethics:  

C. Parker moved that the published draft co de be amended to include the following point -ò When using 

a dog at stud or offering a dog at stud I shall represent my dog/bitch and indicate my intentions with  

honesty and integrityó 

Seconded D. Finch   Amended Code of Ethic carried unanimously  

Review of  Point score  shows:  The point score show that had been scheduled at Albion Park in May 

has now had its date changed due to the lateness of Easter and is scheduled the day after the 

Victorian Championship Show.  

K Taylor moved that it be changed and the Wollongong Show on the 26 th  February become the point 

score show. Seconded T. OõDell 

Dates for Point Score Shows 2011/2012:  

Suggestions invited from members. M Parker Brien to draw up a list of shows for the committee 

approval. 

Club Constitution  

M Parker Brien  presented the meeting with a draft based on the Dogs NSW constitution with 

suggested amendments. The meeting approved them and one or two further changes were suggested. 

These changes will be typed up and sent to all committee members for approval before being 

presented to the next general meeting  

General Business:   

Brussels Griffon Forum -  M Parker Brien advised that she had been invited to be the Australian 

Correspondent for the Brussels Griffon Forum (an international Griffon Forum). She asked the 

meetin gs approval to send copies of our newsletter to the forum and advise them of our web site. 

Moved D. Finch. Seconded R Finch Carried Unanimously  

Accredited Breeders: Dogs NSW has recently introduced a voluntary Accredited Breeders Scheme 

(effective Jan 2011 -see October 2010 Journal).  

Claire Parker moved that we introduce our own club version of this scheme , based on the same criteria 

as Dogs NSW and breeders can then indicate if they wish to become Accredited Breeders of the 

Griffon Fanciers Association. Sec onded K. Taylor Carried Unanimously  

Affiliation -  Next March will mark the first anniversary of the club. At the present time the club has 

made a strong growth and now has many breeders/show owners  as members plus a strong membership 

of non showing Griffon owners. The point score shows have had strong entries and the club has been 

proactive with members and a rescue officer. D. Finch moved that we look to applying for affiliation as 

a regional club in mid 2011. Seconded D. Murphy Carried  

Breeder membership -  C. Parker moved that we offer Breeders  a special rate of $2.00 to join up 

puppy buyers ,at the time of the purchase of the puppy, for 12 months. Seconded TõOõ Dell 

Cake Stall ð R. Finch moved that we have a Cake stall at one of our point score show, when t he 

weather is cooler to raise more money for the club. Seconded T.OõDell Carried. 

Next Raffle: D. Finch offered to donate a framed picture of a number of antique cigarette cards of 

Griffons for our next raffle to raise funds for the club. Seconded K. Taylo r.  Carried  Unanimously. 

Thanks were given to Dave for his offer  

Next Meeting   Wollongong Point score show 26 th  February 2011  

Meeting Ended : 2.15pm
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TThhee  GGrr ii ff ffoonn  FFaanncc iieerrss  AAssssoocc iiaatt iioonn  

AGENDA 

General Meeting  

Venue: Wollongong & District Show  

Date : Februa ry 26 th  2011  

Time: Not before 12.30 (At lunch break)  

Chair ðM Parker Brien  

Apologies 

Minutes of Previous meeting  

Business arising from the minutes  

Approval of New Members  

Correspondence In/out  

Treasurers Report  

Club Constitution  

Review of Point  score shows 

Dates for the 2011/  2012 Point score  

General Business  
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HHiissttoorr yy  ooff   tthhee  GGrr ii ff ffoonn  BBrruuxxeell llooiiss  

Print of Griffons by Maud Earl c 1880õs 

All pedigreed dogs 

have a breed history 

that can go back for 

as much as a thousand 

years or more . This is 

one of the 

characteristics of a 

pedigreed dog that 

makes it so unique.  

Pedigreed dogs of the 

same breed have the 

same appearance, the 

same type of instincts 

and the same 

behaviour and these 

traits have been developed over long periods of time.                                                   

Unlike the so called designer breeds, which are in reality, just crossbreds produced 

by puppy farmers for a quick buck, most pedigreed dogs were developed and 

evolved over centuries to meet the specific needs of the people at the t ime. 

In fact it could be said that in breeding and owning pedigreed dogs you actually own 

a piece of living history which is many 

centuries old.  

The pedigree is in fact  the  proof of the 

dogõs lineage and therefore the breed 

heritage . 

The Griffon like many pedigreed dogs 

has a rich history that is lost in the 

mists of time and has undergone a slow 

evolution to become the dog that we 

know today  
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The meaning of the name  

The Griffon Bruxellois is the French name for a breed that ultimately developed in 

Belgium although its origins are European.  

Translated from the French its name simply means a rough coated dog from 

Brussels.  

Griffon  means rough and there are number of European breeds that carry the word 

Griffon  in their name.  

Bruxellois  of course just means from Brussels.  

 

The Origins (Middle Ages 
to 1880)  

It is generally accepted that small 

rough coated dogs existed in Europe 

in the middle ages and these little 

dogs which were generally kept as 

ratters and stable dogs were the 

stock from which Griffons 

Brux ellois and Affenpinschers and 

the Dutch Smous dog developed.  

The painting by Jan Van Eyck called 

The Marriage of the Arnolfini 
Couple dated 1434  has a small 

rough coated dog in front of the 

couple which is believed to be an 

early Griffon . 

The dog looks li ke an unstripped rough 

Griffon with a longer muzzle than we 

now have.  

Close up of the Griffon  
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Sir Howard Handley Spicer, a leading authority on the breed in 1919 that said it 

resembled the earliest imports into England   

The couple in this painting , by Van Eyck were wealthy and the painting celebrating 

their marriage was a significant event. The appearance of the dog in the painting is 

a symbol of fidelity but the fact that this particular dog is the one painted 

indicates that even then the early Griffons had, moved from the stables and into 

the homes.  

Sir Howard Handley Spicer also refers to a nother painting, a portrait of Henri 

IIIõs dwarf by the French painter Jacopo du Empoli or Jacopo Chimenti, painted in 

the 16 th  century . This painting  shows the Kingõs dwarf surrounded by a number of 

dogs including several that are distinctly Griffon like.  This painting seems to have 

disappeared but it has been referenced  by a variety of sources.  

Once again this painting seems 

to indicate that  these little dogs  

were part of a royal household, 

indicating that the Griffon was 

a companion, not merely a stable 

dog. No doubt the Griffon 

charm and devotion was a key 

part of the personality even 500 

years ago.  

In 1870 Renoir produced a 

painting titled La Baigneuse au 
Griffo n (The Bather with a 

Griffon)  which, as you can see, 

depicts  a griffon with its owner.   

This painting clearly shows  a 

little dog that closely resembles 

a black & tan Griffon with 

cropped ears. The nose is still 

longer than now but the rest of 

the dog is ve ry much like our 

present day dogs.  

From this painting we can see 

that the name Griffon to 

identify the breed was accepted 

and recognised by 1870. 
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By the latter years of the 1800õs Griffons could be seen in a variety of 

backgrounds.  

They were kept as pets by royal or wealthy families  but  they were not just pets  

exclusively for the wealthy, they were also seen in stables and waterfront  areas 

where they had to earn their keep as ratters and alarm dogs to warn against 

intruders .  

One of their nick names was parvenu or street urchin.  

By the mid to late 1880õs they had become very popular as stable dogs with the cab 

drivers of Brussels who kept them for  ratting  skills but also had them as family 

pets .   

The cabbies let them ride on their 

fiacres   (hackney cabs) as they went 

about the city and the Griffons 

became very well known for their 

monkey faces and cheeky pert 

expressions. Being typical Griffons 

they no doubt had a very high 

opinion of themselves as they 

perched up high above the ground 

beside the cab drive r.  They also 

acted as alarm dogs, barking to warn 

the cabbie of anyone who 

approached the cab  

Fiacres  

 

It was during th e period of the mid to late 

19th  Century that the breed began to 

increase in popularity and a variety of people 

introduced a number of c rosses were to the 

breed .  

No records were kept of these crosses  and this has been a source of much 

discussion and disagreement over the past 100 years.   
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Different schools of thought have credited the Irish Terrier, the Yorkshire 

Terrier, the Pug and the K ing Charles Spaniel  as having been introduced to the 

breed.  However due to the lack of  precise records it is impossible to be compl etely 

sure of the exact crosses or the real influence that they had on the breed.  

What is known is that during this period th e Griffon as we now know it slowly 

developed into a recognisable and identifiable breed.  

By the 1880s the breed was entrenched and continuing to rise in popularity and a 

group of enthusiasts got together to draw up a breed standard, describing the best 

Gri ffons of the day. This breed standard is still very much the same as the one 

which we use today.  

In the next newsletter I will look at the very active period in Griffon popularity 

between 1880 and the start of World War One  

References:  The Griffon Bruxello is Handbook ð Mollie Grocott (now out of print)  

The Griffon Bruxellois by Doone Raynham Pub.  Kingdom Books  

Griffon Bruxellois by Marjorie Cousins pub Foyle Handbooks (now out of print)  

 

 

 BRADLEYôS BOWL 

Delicious treats for your dogs.  

No Additives. No Pr eservatives.  No Flavourings.  

We thank Bradleyõs Bowl for their generous sponsorship of our Fun Day and we 

know that the dogs all enjoyed the wonderful treats that were provided.  

Bradleyõs Bowl are supporters of Monicaõs Animal Rescue. 

You can give your dogs a delicious treat and support a worthwhile cause by buying 

any one of the wonderful Bradleyõs Bowl products. 

Visit their website at    

www.bradleysbowl.com.au 

 

Bertie
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GGrr ii ff ffoonn  FFaanncc iieerrss  AAssssoocc iiaatt iioonn  ðð  RReesscc uuee  RReeppoorr tt   

Sadly in January this year we had our f irst rescue of a Griffon. The poor little thing was 
not even 12 months old and he had been traumatised by an owner who really should not have 
ever owned a dog.  

Luckily Donna was able to travel to Queensland to collect him and she is now in the process 
of rehabilitating him.  Her diary records the care, effort and understanding she and her 
family are putting into Wicket.  Below is Donnaõs report of the process she is making. 

Wicket  

7.1.2011  ð Picked up Wicket this  afternoon 

with lots of mixed feelings.  

7.1.2 011  ð Brought Wicket back to my sisters 

and there was lots of pats and hugs. Wicket 

seems happy. And loves the kids age d 3 to 12!  

7.1.2011  ð Packed the car an d the kids and of 

course Wicket ! 10.30pm leaving QLDéNSW 

here we come.                     Meeting  Wicket  

During the long drive home   

8.1.2011  ð 12.30 midday home at last 

Wicket was a dream in the car this 

little guy takes everything in his 

stride (But thatõs a Griffon for you) 

8.1.2011  ð 11.30pm.  Well its been a 

long day Wicket has had a bath and 

settled in with the rest of the 

Murphy Clan. Wicket loves Jewel (the 

cat) they gave each other a nose rub. 

I am noticing Wicket isnõt sure what the grass is for so today I have spent a lot of 

time going  outside and  repeating my doggy toil et word òToiletó.  

The neighboursõ must think Iõm crazy or wonder at least who Iõm talking to . I am 

hoping his brother Merlot and his Uncle Will h elp me out and show him the way ! I 

am not sure at the moment about his eating habits - while he loved his dinner 

(chicken) he did nõt seem to like eating it out of the bowl ?? So he was encouraged as 

I put bit by bi t on the floor next to his bowl.  Too soon to know if this is habit or 

just his way as his mum Destiny loves to be hand fed o r eat her biscuits of f  the 

floor.  
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9.1.2011  ð I  was up till after midnight last night 

taking Wicket outside trying to encourage him to 

go the toilet - not sure how he did as with the 

house renovations I have no outside light ! He still 

wouldnõt eat of a bowl today or tonight.  

10.1.2011  ð We had builders  here today so I 

locked the dogs outside . Wicket wasnõt very happy 

but after a few moans and yaps he settled 

down with the rest of the clan. We are still 

going outside and encouraging him with 

toileting  - and still no change with his eating!   

11.1.2011  ð Caught Wicket doing a wee on the 

floor inside . I just picked him up and put him 

straight outside on the grass and started to 

repeat the magic word òtoiletó. 

12.1.2011  ð The fur kids all had chicken balls 

tonight and I still can õt get Wicket to eat out of hi s bowl. He just sits away from it 

staring around , so I sat down and put the chicken balls in front of his bowl in the 

hope he might have then eaten fr om the bowl but no luck tonight ! 

13.1.2011  ð Wicket at last tried to eat from a bowl this morning as the  dogs were 

having left over meat from last nights B.B.Q for breakfast but the only problem  

was that  he wanted Willõs bowl and Will told him in no uncertain terms to buzz off.  

14.1.2011  ð Very proud today . While sta nding out the back Jason said òQuick look 

Wicket is going to the toilet without being askedó. Once again the neighbo urs must 

think we are CRACKERS!  We were both were calling out òToiletó Good Boy!ó                           

15.1.2011  ð Break through at last , Wicket ate most of his dinner from his bowl 

tonight .  I am feeding them all on 

the back verandah at the moment 

as the new walls are up and there 

is a lot of wet plaster glue stuff 

and the cornice has just been 

delivered. After half an hour its 

back outside and time to chant my 

magic word againé                                                                       

23.1.2011  ð Time for another 

bath and Wicket see ms to really 

enjoy having them .  

25.1.2011  ð The girls and I spent 

time after dinner playing with a ball with the dogs . Wicket seems inte rested but 
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Merlot is very quick to get the ball and bring it back first. At last Wicket eats his 

whole meal from his bowl and  even sometimes finishes first. I  õm so happy with his 

progress.  

As the Rescue Officer for our club I 
always wondered what the day  would feel 
like if it ever came that I would take in a 
dog that needed care for whatever reason. 
And I have to be very honest I have had a 
lot of mixed emotions . As you might not all 
know Wicket is a puppy from our very own 
special Destiny and Hunter.  

It  was Christmas Eve when Kerri and I 
received a n email from his owner stating 
that  due to a lot of reasons she was going 

to find Wicket a home or have him in her words òDestroyedó  

This was a very stressful time for m e, my supportive husband Jason and Kerri . 
After many emails , tex t  messages and phone calls, Wicketõs owner was contacted 
and told that we were leaving to come to QLD on Christmas night. During t hat  whole 
time the only thing I could think was please donõt do anything before I get there!  

One of t he reasons for Wicketõs owner wanting to let Wicket go was because when 
she got Wicket I explained to her that Wicket was trained to go to the toilet on 
paper like all my puppies are and stated the importance of putting the paper near 
the area where she wa nted him to end up going. I also know Kerr i was very 
supportive with ideas and suggestions on puppy training.  

Unfortunately, some how his owner thought she could just leave a piece of paper on 
the floor and thatõs where he would always go (Not So). Some how Kerri and I  were 
unaware of this situation and we would never have encouraged it to go on . We had 
stayed in contact  but had not been told of her difficulties . Wicket , as he got older 
got confused as to where the right and wrong place to go  was!  

We are s till not sure why Wicket had pr oblems eating from a bowl also.    

It is so important to keep the communication lines open with our puppy people or 
even older griffons . I t is our responsibility to make sure they are getting the best 
care as if they were stil l living with us.   

Donna Murphy       Rescue Officer   

 If anyone is interested in knowing a little more about Wicket please contact me 
anytime.
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GGrr ii ff ff oonn  FFuunn  DDaayy    

November 27 th  2010  

The Griffon Fun Day held 

at Fagenõs Park, Galston 

was a great success . 

We could not have asked 

for better weather.  It 

was warm and sunny 

without being 

uncomfortably hot and we 

had a shady, grassy area 

where we were able to 

put up a line of gazebos 

under the trees.  

Fagen,s Park is a lovely 

venue with almost 100 

acres of parkland and 

separate garden areas. 

Just across from us was a                                                The venue 

Chinese Garden, that  later hosted a wedding party  in the afternoon.          

We must give huge thanks to our Social Secretary, Ros Finch, ably ass isted by her 

husband Dave, for the great job she did in organising the day.  

Ros and Dave also very kindly donated the prizes for all the different games and 

Ros presented them beautifully in 

little hand sewn bags with Griffon 

stamps decorating them. I kno w 

that they were really appreciated by 

all the winners.  

They were also able to get some 

sponsorship from Bradleyõs Bowl Dog 

treats who very kindly donated 3 

boxes of doggy treats so that every 

dog went home with some delicious 

snacks ð a real doggy bag!  I  know 

that my dogs enjoyed every little 

morsel of the treats.  Our thanks go to Bradleyõs Bowl for their sponsorship.
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We were able to join several puppy pens together and made one  very large pen so 

that all the  Griffons were able to run loose and play toget her.  

They made quite an impressive sight together and we were frequently surrounded 

by other passers by who were attracted by the Griffons and their wonderful 

friendly, happy personalities.  

I donõt think that there are many other breeds were you could put 20 ð 30 strange 

dogs together in the one pen without any problems at all.  

 

Some of the Griffons in the pen  

 

 

 

 

We started the day with a Dog 

Show with a Difference  and the 

classes judged included the 

Smiliest Griffon, the Longest 

tail, the Bushiest tai l, the 

biggest Griffon, the smallest 

Griffon, the smallest ears , the shaggiest Griffon  and the longest beard.  

Our secretary, Claire Parker, judged the classes and it was a tough call to decide 

some of the winners.
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Winners of the Dog Show with a Difference  

The smiliest Griffon Bosley Jnr owned by 

Renee Flowers  

 

 

 The longest 

beard,  Lucy 

owned by                                                      

Ros & Dave Finch  

 

 

The longest tail , Nessie  

owned by Campbell Payne  

 

 

 

 

                                                      

                                      The smallest ears Rox ie,                  

                                       owned by Janine Brown  

                                       

 

 

 

The shaggiest Griffon, Jazzie  

owned by Terri & Gran t 

OõDell 

 

 

 

The biggest Griffon, Dexter, owned by Kerri Taylor
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The smallest Griffon, Patti Mae and Dolly Dimple   

(it was a tie) owned by Michelle Parker Brien  

 

 

 

 

 

                                 The bushiest tail ,  Diva,   

                    owned by A nnette and Ian Clissold  

 

 

The Egg and Spoon Race with Griffon  

The Dog Show with a Difference was followed by the Egg and Spoon race with 

Griffon. To make it even more difficult Ros had provided ping pong balls instead of 

eggs so it was even more of a chall enge to keep the pong pong balls on the spoon.  

Grant Oõ Dell was the judge and he created an even greater challenge by moving the 

finish line further and further back.  

 

The start of the egg & spoon race  
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Halfway through the race and 

the concentration i s intense  

 

 

 

                   The winner Ian Clissold and Diva  

 

 

Kids Egg & Spoon Race  

 

 

Off and running in the 

kids egg & spoon  

 

 

 

          The winners Aiden and Jess Finch  
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Lunch 

The excitement of the Egg and spoon race was such that we all neede d to have 

lunch to recoup our strength for the Fancy Dress 

Parade which was to follow.  

It was very pleasant to be able to sit under the 

shade of the trees and enjoy a picnic lunch and chat 

about all things Griffony.  

During the lunchbreak we held a compli mentary 

Guessing Competition. 

Ros had donated a jar filled with Jelly Beans and 

everyone had to guess the total. The winner was 

Frazer McCrodden who guessed the exact amount 

of 176 jelly beans. Campbell was very pleased to 

take care of the jar for him with  Nessie to help.    

                          Campbell with the jelly bean jar  

During the lunch break  

 

 

Campbell Payne, Susie Kaszonyl 

Terri OõDell and Frazer McCrodden 

 

 

 

 

                             

 

Brian and Jacki Mc Donald  

 

Christine Fry with Wally  and Freddie  
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Everyone 

The Fancy Dress Parade  

The Griffon owners excelled themselves in the 

costumes worn by their little dogs and the Griffons 

seemed to be having a good time as well.  

Claire Parker again judged the par ade and there was 

some tough competition and some hard choices to 

make in order to pick first second and third.  

 The winner  Boston the Clown owned by Ros & Dave 

Finch                                    

         

  

2nd Place The Jockey and Griffon Horse, 

Brooklyn owned by Terri & Grant OõDell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3rd  Place the Griffon Cow Roxie owned by Janine 

Brown 
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More Fancy Dress Costumes  

 

 

 

 

Pirate Girl  

 

Biker Girl  

 

 

 

Wonder woman  

 

 

 

 

               Buzzy Bee  

 

 

 

Waiting for Judging
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AA  BBllaasstt   ff rroomm  tthhee  PPaasstt   

Denis Montford  is an Honorary L ife member of our club. Newcomers to the breed may not 

realise that he is also one of the pioneers of the breed in NSW with his well known Braganzar 

Kennels. 

This advertisement, sent to me by Jocelyn Croad, is taken from a co py of  National Dog 

October 1979  shows a lovely pair of rough Griffon babies and some very famous pedigrees 

mentioned. Looking at the names listed , Mollie Grocott is no longer with us but Beth Canavan 

is still active in Griffons and I am pleased to say is a mem ber of our club.  

Mr C Simpson is no longer involved in the breed . 

 

Cute 

 Griffon  

Babies


























































