Grooming Your Griffon

3. Hand stripping your Rough Griffon

What is Hand Stripping f

Hand stripping is the term used to
describe the process of gently pulling
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by hand. The rough Griffon does not

shed coat. When the coat dies it stay

in and if left can cause skin irritationsi
The dead coat needs taelpulled out

so that health new hair can grow
through.

A rough Griffon head that has been hand strippec

Why Hand strip instead of clipping?

The rough Griffon has a double coat. When it is clipped the top coat is cutcbthamundercoat is

left. The undercoat is usually softer and paler so clipping over a long period of time will lead to a
softer paler coat. This is acceptable for pet dogs but for show dogs the coat is expected to be harsh
with a coarse top coat. Regulaaid stripping leads to a deeper richer colour. This is especially
obvious in red Griffons.

A Griffon who has been hand stripped. See short coarse texture of
the coat on the dogs back

Does it hurt the dog?

If the dog is hand stripped properly it will nloirt
the dog. This is because you are only pulling out
dead hair. If the dog is hurt then the stripping has
not been done properly. Some dogs fall asleep
while they are being stripped.




Tools you need to Hand Strip

1 A comb with fine andoarse teeth

1 Thinning Scissors with teeth on one
side only. The teeth should be as fine as
possible

1 A stripping knife. (this onis a 3 way
stripping knife by Greyhound and is the most
versatilg

1 Thumb stalls to help grip the coat
1 A Grooming block ( coargaimice
stone)
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To Begin

1. Never stripa clean coat as the hair
is slippery and does not grip as
well. It is better to strip a dirty
coat and wash after the strip.

2. Place the dogn a table which is
about waist high

Hairy Griffon on table prior to stripping

3. Comb the hair on the dog into
place, making sure there are no knots or
tangles. Pay special attention to under
the arm pits, the legs and the beard




4. Then comb thénair in the
opposite direction to see the longer
hairs stand up from the body. It is
these longer hairs that you will pull
out. (In this photo you can see the
longer wispier hairs on the dogs leg)

To Strip the Dog
The Rrst Strip

‘ The strip being shown here is called a

P rolling stripand if this strip is done
regularly 23 times a week then the dog will always have a rich coloured coat and will alwajebe
to be shown The strip shown is the first strip when all the hair has to be taken outcafmalso do
this strip with puppiesOnce you have done the initial strip, you ecaaintainit regularly and start to
shapethe coat to show the dag best featuresdr showing

The head and nose roll can be stripped #étimimed first. This can be seen in detail in Article One.
When stripping the head the hair should never be pulled out below the level of the eyes

1. Gently pinch up the skin to lift the hair and pull the wispy hairs out from the ApSWAYS pull in
the direction of the hair growthit is essential that you only pull the hair by the tip as this way
you will get the dead hair. If you e
pull by the roots you will hurt
the dog by pulling out new hair.
You can see in this photo how F =
the groomer has spread the =
hairs and is only taking a small g
amount at a time. In this photo
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http://youtu.be/oZKQPcE50-E

This video shows the coat being 2
pulled. Note that the groomer is gently pinching the skin up to make it easier to grip the hair.
You can also see how the hair is pulled by the tips and how the groomer constantly pushes the
hair up in theopposite direction to see the loose hairs.

Note also the relaxed dog who is calm and not at all bothered by the process.


http://youtu.be/oZKQPcE50-E

2. Never pull a clump of hair
like thisas it can hurt the dog.
Always spread the hair before
you pull it.

3. If the hair isready to
come it will come out easily with
very little pressure. If it does not
come out easily it will be because
a. The hair is not ready to
come
b. You have taken too big a

clump of hair
You are pulling the hair too close to the root and need to go &otijhs

Continue to comb and then pull the
wispy hairs. Thi&riffon has an easy
coat to strip and the wispy hairs can be ‘ﬂ‘e@

seen easily. If the dog has a softer coats
then they may be a little harder to see =
and you will have to keep repeating the
comb processvhere you comb against
the hair to lift the dead hairs.

5. Go all over the body evenly pulling out
the longer wispy hairs by the tips, always pulling in
the direction of the hair growth. This photo shows
the leg hair being pulled. As can be seentib#
is being pulled from the tip in the direction of its
growth.




6. Here is the chest hair being pulled,
again in the direction of the growth. As can
be seen in the photo the dog is quite relaxed
andenjoying the fuss. The stripping is not
hurting he at all. You need to continue to
pull the hair out all over the bodso that the
hair is even. You do not need to pull the hair
on the belly or back of the legs nethie
genitals as that can be painful. | prefer to use
thinning scissors in these areas

7. When you have gone over the whole body evenly
you should have a smooth even coat underneath
with the new hairs coming through. Here you can
see the coat half stripped. There are still some long
wispy hairs on the shoulder but the bodgat on the
back is now even and shorter.

If you look closely you can see the lighter coloured hairs thg
still need pulling. If the dog (or you ) are getting tired, this is
good time to stop and come back to it at another time

8. Here the block is bag
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is being gently rubbed down the
back in the direction of the hair
growth. Doing this takes some
of the untidy short wispy hairs
out that are a little more
difficult to pull and it is a good
way to finish a grooming ssi®n
just to tidy the coat up a little
more




