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reprimand. It just might work — sometimes. The toothy snarl on the other
hand presents a stiffened body supported on tip-toes, a rigid tail and
menacing eyes. This attitude does not encourage a friendly approach.
The body tells the story — observe the dog and understand the language.

More than just ‘a pretty face'

Dalmatians are loyal, loving and friendly. They are perceptive and
intelligent with an amazing capacity for physical activity and endurance,
All Dals require exercise which will keep them healthy and happy.

With their enthusiastic outiook and athletic construction, the Dalmatian is
happy in the obedience, agility and jumping rings, as well as competing in
tracking and endurance trials. Dalmatians can and do participate
successfully in these activiies, and have been seen enthusiastically
enjoying lure coursing. There are Dalmatians with obedience and tracking
championship titles, agility and jumping master’s titles and endurance titles.

How wonderful it is to see a Dal watching with intelligence during obedience
exercises, and how gracefully the Dal soars over jumps with ease, and how
disappointing when it decides the whole activity is boring and not to be
endured any longer. Unfortunately, our wonderful breed is not well
represented in these activities. In the past f was not unusual to see Dals
competing in trials and taking the prize. As a fun-loving, active breed they
enjoy “doing things” and respond very well to positive, reward based training.

In the ring

Although the Dalmatian should be structurally sound and should have
certain cosmetic features of considerable importance according to the
Breed Standard, cosmetics should not be considered as of prime
importance when determining a dog's placing in a line up. A Dalmatian's
beautiful spotting should never take precedence over structure, gait and
breed type but it is, still, an important factor to be included in one's final
assessment.

Judges need to keep in mind that the Dalmatian is a "moderate” breed
- @ word that is used many times in the Breed Standard. Everything is
there in black and white or liver and white for all to see! The Dalmatian
is not designed to run fast or to hunt like a sight hound. Its forte should
be endurance, and its construction should reflect this,

‘ ‘Dolrrr::iic::'us- are loyal,
loving and friendly. , ,
There is nothing more poetic in the canine world to the eye, than a good
moving Dalmatian; that efforfiess gait with a long reach and drive that

epitomises the correct movement for the breed. This is described in the
Standard as "great freedom of movement”. There is a certain carriage
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of the tail gently flexing from side to side that compl he cadence of
a good moving Dally. The Dalmatian brings elegance to the show ring
exhibiting an athletic and pleasing outline.

Care of the Dalmatian

The Dal is an easy care ‘'wash and wear’ dog requiring an occasional bath

(more regularly if showing your dog), attention to ears, teeth and toe nails
d a daily vigorous brush. Dals shed hair every day and regular brushing

will help to reduce hairs in clothes and around the house.

This gentie and sensitive breed needs to be close to its owners, They need to
be considered part of the family. They also have a natural affinity with horses
~ the coach dog is indeed alive and well and living inside every Dalmatian

The Dalmatian Club of N5W Inc. Welfare Serwce
known as Rescue Ser
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Potted history of the
Dalmatian Club of NSW

Extracts follow from the Dalmatian Club's 1893 Handbook on-the
occasion of celebration of the club’s first 50 years. Contributions are
acknowledged from lan Miller, John Gatfield, Olive Macdougall

The 1930s

If the breeding and exhibiting of Dalmatians in NSW can be said to have
a starting point, then it was surely in 1930 when the late Mr Edward
Hirst imported a dog and a bitch from England as qgifts for his wife.
Dalmatians had not been seen in NSW since 1811 ... their last recorded
appearance at a Sydney Royal.

The 1940s

The Dalmatian Club of Australia was formed on 26th January 1943. The
first Championship show was held on 17th April 1943, An entry of 163
exhibits was judged by Mr W. Bruce. A feature of this show was the audible
commentary of the judge on each dog placed after every class. This upset
some exhibitors when a dog's faults were pointed out to the spectators. it
was decided at the end of 1944 to discontinue the audible commentaries,

Up to 1992

Over the last 50 years there have been some outstanding Dalmatians,
Some time back the commitiee identified the objects of the club. “We
exist to increase the popularity of the Dalmatian in Australia, to
encourage pedigree breeding, to urge universal adoption of the
Standard and to foster increased showing of the breed. Membership is
open to all who are interested in Dalmatians”.

The Present

Members are working on improving the breed and taking responsibility for
informing themsedves of existing and possible problems. Breeder responsibility
cannot be ignored or avoided. We hope to foster increased showing of the
breed with the reinstatement of the club's Point Score for 2006 and look
forward to seeing many of you around the rings during our nominated shows.
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