Selecting your Breed

Choosing & breed takes much time and
thought. Gather as moch information as
you can and learn the characteristics and
temperament  of  potentially  suitable
breeds. Talk to and visit breeders or go to
dog shows and other events where yo can
meet and handle dogs of all ages,

Do you know

.

How large an adult your puppy will grow into

11 you hiave enough room and suitable premises 1o
meet exercise and general living needs

How petive and / or demanding this breed will be

I the personality and lemperament will fit in with you
wnd your family

How much attention. care, grooming and training will
be required each day?

How much cwning a dog will cost

Do you want

Unquestioned companionship

To spend quality time with your dog on s regular and
ongoing basis

A canine member of your famdly

To ccept all the responsibility of dog ownership

Congider your lifestyle, commitments, and take time
selecting your new family member
He prepared to wail for a puppy of your chosen breed

For further assistance, contact:

Royal NSW Canine Council Ltd
The Bill Spilstead Complex for Canine Affairs
44 Luddenham Rd
Erskine Park
{PO Box 632, 5t Marys 1790)

Phone: 9834 3022, 1300 728 022
Fax: 9834 3872
Email: kScouncil @ mswee.org.au

LOOKING FOR A PUPPY?

The RNSWCC can help you in your search

Promoting responsible dog owmership

This becsci ly been repeiaacnad with the permisnan of
o Victoma Canme Association Inc.
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So you want a puppy?

Stow down for 4 minuie and adk yoursell guestions such
a6 these before commining yourscll tw what
long-term responsibility.

® Wil a dog fit inwith my lifestyle and commitmenes?

* Wil | always have tme o gve oo a daly bass for
exencise, care and grooming?

#  Have | made adequate provision for Bving quarters and
recure premises?

*  Am | prepared to give the extra time o puppy nceds for
feeding, house-training, lead-traning, socalising and
eeaching basic good manmers?

*  Am | prepaed o forege other activities and make
sicrifices in onder to temd to the puppy's needs?

o Can [ afford the cost of bringing up 4 puppy and own a
dog; b pay for equipment, veterinary cxpenscs, council
registration oe professional grooming?

Do | bave tme w teach the children how mo properdy
care for a puppy and have | made them fully sware that
thas new “pet” will be & long-term commitment, ot 3
shoer-tem toy?

»  If the children kosc interest o my circumstances change,
will 1 be able to cantinue giviig all the care and atention
required?

®  When I am away or on holidays, will the needs of the
puppy still be met?

® Wl my canine comparaon be scceped and treated a2
member of my family for the ress of his Bfe?

o Dol eeally want 3 dog?

If you have answer “yes™ o all the above then you are
ready 1o choose your breed.

electing the Right Breed .... For you

Owning a dog ¢an be a Rilfilling and rewarding experience.
Musch thought and conssderation needs to be pus min your
choiee of breed. Always bear m mind the seee, emperament,
exercise and grooming needs of the adl dg

Consider your lifestyle, commitments nd availabilicy of time
on a daly hasis, your ahilify o exercise and your ahilisy o pay
fior the svrisd of expenscs dog swnership brings

Your property must have secure fences and gates regardicss
of your choice of breed. A safe and comformable kenned or
bred must be provided, with sceess avasdable at all Gmes

1§ you have children, you must ke ther oeeds, activies and
AgES END ACCOWNE, 45 YOur EW PUppY if B become part of
their Family

A dog MUST fit into the Famdy lifestylé, sa the right breed of
dog for the right reasons needs o be decided well in advance
stherwise your new family membes could well

What kind of dog is best for me?

Frst and foremost you need 10 ask yoursef why you want o
dog I it for companionship, exhibition or show g,
protection ar security, working or trialling, spoet and
recreation, of 4 pet for the family?

You need to decide whether you wang 3 small, medium of
large dog, quict or active, long coated or ghore costed, male or
female, and the type of activities i which you and your
faaily would like to participate.

The size and bocation of your premises will have a bearing on
the size of dog you choose  Also bear in mind many small
dogs have st 2 high an actrvity level as larger ones; they just
don't need as misch space!

There are many different types of coat, all need grocming and
almost all will deop hair  IF you don't want an adult with
long, flowang coat that requanes dadly grocming, then buy o
shoet-coated breed!

Males are wially o liethe larger and stronger ehan Females
Make suee the size and strength Jevel of your dog marches
that of your childeen, 1f you are not planning to show or
brced, spaving o neatering is tecommended. A bitch comes
into season at Jesst ooce, or twice n year and muost be
confined and kept away from mabes foe some weeks, Many
health risks fior & birch 2re minimised once spayed.

As you leam about the different breods, remember the
purpose for which @ particular breed was developed, for
cxample 3 Working dog or 4 Gundog, active in mind and
body, will requise relar occupation and @ ket of exercire.

How do [ learn about different breeds?

A good place to stare is to ook in bouks or on the internee,
o to dog shows or obedience clobs where you can talk to
WRCTE see @ number of breeds. Vit fnends and
relatives with dogs and ask them about their expericoees.
Fend our abuout charscrenstics and anributes of vanous hreeds
by talking, ter baeeders and contacting breed chubs.

Dog shows give prospective puppy ownens an excellent
opportumity o view the many breeds svailalde and the chance
o talk w0 beeeders and exhibitors. 1t also allows you 1o see
dogs of all ages, so you will get a good idea of what the adult
will be like in el tempersment.  Shows are schedaled
each weekend that represent many breeds, o group of broeds
or & single breed  Detaile and dares are available from the
Royal NSW Canine Council, as is wristen information on
bireeds, and contact details for breeders and breed clubs.

Most breeds have some hereditary conditions
find out sbout these and any other potential health problems
tor be weatched for.

Once you bave narrowed down your ficld it & Hme o learn
moe specific detads about your chosen breed and visit some
breedess.

A responsible person will choose a
jpure bred dog because the behaviour,
appearance and size of the dog are
predictable!




